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The sophist owns the thinking of society.
His song seems right, as if sung by angels.

His effect is the sword of war and the murder of millions.
But who can cut through the sophistry that still rules?
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Drilling Holes into Sophistry

  A lot of people on the plane were not at all pleased to have us on
board, much less being proud to have us there. A couple of young airmen that
overheard Steve and I talking about the SDI cancellation in conjunction with
Tolkien's Lord of the Rings started to call us traitors and something worse.
Their reaction supported Steve's prediction that the bulk of humanity would
help the fondi's empire to realize its world-engulfing goals, the goals of doom.

  "There you have a real life example of sophistry," said Steve to me
in response to their slandering us. "It's only a mild form of it," he added.

  Since the air had become too 'thick' for us in the front of the plane
where everyone had congregated, Steve suggested that we should go for a walk.
This meant going to the back of the plane.

  "A sophist rarely knows that he is a sophist," said Steve once we got
settled in the back, in the second last row in the almost empty cabin.

  "Our task," he said seriously, "is to create an honest unity among
people. This can only be achieved on the basis of truth. The truth is that we
are all human beings. In this we are united laterally and naturally right across
the world. In contrast, all top-down vertical relationships are forced and
artificial. Every vertical structure is artificial, and every imperial structure is
vertically oriented. The top-down structured vertical system has no principle.
It exists only on a platform of seduction or force. The seduction is achieved
by sophistry, a process that destroys a person's humanity with lies of countless
types. The lateral relationship, in contrast, where mankind stands side by side
with one-another as human beings unfolds a structure of truth. That's what
sophistry is designed to bury. The lies of sophistry then become the underlying
issue that separates empires with all the human misery that they create from
universal love and freedom. Everything apart from that is secondary."

  Steve suggested that sophistry is a type politically driven philosophy
designed to dehumanize thinking and hide the truth behind a blanket of
mythologies. "It actually proclaims that there is no such thing as truth," said
Steve. "In sophistry, opinion is truth. Lies are truth. The division and isolation
of humanity is regarded as the truth in the minds darkened by sophistry. That's
what Hobbes represented. We have to cut through this blanket of lies that has
been built up through the ages, layer by layer. We must recreate the natural
basis for unity that has not been acknowledged on this planet for three
thousand years. We need to establish a unity that unfolds a community of
principle reflecting the truth about our humanity as human beings."

  "That won't be easy," said Ushi. "This is what sophistry stands in
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opposition to. If sophistry is a philosophy that denies the very existence of
truth, then it a mode of thinking that tells people that there is nothing in the
universe that can be recognized, understood, and be verified as a truth
reflecting universal principle. All the wars based on lies are therefore cited as
proof that there is no truth in anything."

  "Isn't that what Palmerston said to me?" I interjected. "He told me in
my face that we are absolutely helpless against the fondi's power. He said that
we were amateurs, little people that aren't anywhere near his league. He said
that nothing in the world can stop his empire, the great Fondi Empire,
especially not us. He said as proof that the fondi are simply invincible. In
essence he said it was so, because he said so. That's a trained sophist
speaking."

  "He's a slick liar out of Aristotle's school," said Steve and laughed. "The
secret of the fondi's seeming invincibility is their craft in making you look small
in your sight. Aristotle represents this smallness in human thinking, the narrow
horizon. He resurrected the debased image of man that stood behind the
Peloponnesian War and its focus on slavery. Rome became Aristotle's product
as it were. Rome advanced it. Rome created an image of the human being that
is hopelessly limited - that is as helpless as a worm in the sight of power. That
ugly smallness in thinking created thirteen centuries of dark ages that were
broken only by the power of the Renaissance. The darkness of impotence
crept into everything. It pervaded even the sciences. Aristotle said in essence,
what you see is what you get - don't talk about seeing with the mind's eye and
discovering universal principles that contradict the senses and their narrow
world. What you see is what get. There is nothing else. There is no complex
domain of universal principles that can be proven and thus to contradict the
simple world of the small. Out of the smallness of Aristotelian thinking
emerged the dark ages of sophistry, and they really haven't ended."

  Steve paused. "Sophistry is really an ancient game," he said. "On this
basis of tearing down what is real, and putting lies on the pedestal that make
people small and impotent, people become drawn to accept the crafted
opinions of the experts as the truth, including the lies that are served up. The
lies may not be called sophistry anymore in modern times, but the game still
goes on. The imperials have coined many names for it over the centuries. In
the process of their ever-wider game that expands the sophistry into countless
areas and philosophies, even public opinion, people accept the most hellish
image of humanity as the truth. Thus sophistry destroys your humanity ever-
more deeply. Hitler reduced the Jewish people to creatures of lesser value
than even a dog, as did America with the Negro pople. Next society added
the communists to the list, the Hispanics, the Moslems, the Chinese, the
Koreans, the poor, the sick, the aged, etc., and soon there won't be anybody
left that is regarded as a valuable human being. That's how we loose our
humanity. Every facet of fascism is built on this process of sophistry that
breeds irrationalism. Sophistry creates 'empty' people, devoid of humanity,
fascist people. One of America's most admired teachers of fascism is telling
his students that the only truth is, that there is no truth. He is telling them that
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the universe cares nothing about humanity and human beings, and that there-
fore neither should we. He said that we can go on killing and plundering to our
heart's contend, and rape, slander, lie, burn, and destroy, and the sun will
come up just the same the next morning. This highly honored American teacher
of fascism has his roots anchored in the very core group of the Nazi fascism
that made the Hitler era infamous. And he is proud of it. That's what is taught
in university courses now. Teaching has become sophistry. The fascist even
gloats that society loves him for his fascism as it empowers everyone to be
'free' of his or her humanity. Consequently society rapes and kills, steals and
destroys, by all means possible. The end result is that in the shadow of this
artificially created 'emptiness,' a cultural insanity prevails in which the worst
atrocities not only become possible, but are being carried out on an ever-
widening scale, including slavery, torture, terrorism, and genocide. This is how
society has destroyed its civilization, with sophistry. Sophistry has become the
New World Order, proudly represented by America as the leader of the New
Age riding the fast train to hell. Of course this train of destruction is nothing
new, Peter. The train has left the station eons ago. It left the station in ancient
times when the Greek destroyed their classical civilization, the heritage of
Homer, Pythagoras, Solon, and so on. They did such an efficient job that
decades of war resulted from it. In this war, the Peloponnesian War, Athens,
the cultural pearl of the Old World was utterly defeated. We still suffer the
effect of this defeat," added Steve.

  Steve suggested that the famous Greek sophistry of Pericles was
apparently intentionally created to overturn the legacy of Solon of Athens, the
great humanist reformer who was probably the first pioneer in history to put
the principle of the general welfare on society's table.

  "Solon was an able leader," said Steve. "He fought for the General
Welfare Principle, even though this principle was but vaguely defined. He made
it work to some degree. His position was that we are all human beings, with
human needs, human feeling, and human desires and potentials. Solon re-
spected them universally. But after he died the rich of society wanted more.
They wanted it all. They wanted everybody's share, and they invented sophistry
to get it. They didn't invent it by name, but they did so in practice. They
concocted convenient lies to justify slavery, followed by 'colonial' warfare to
increase the slavery. Whoever stood in the way didn't last very long. Out of
this background erupted the infamous Peloponnesian Wars in which Athens
'achieved' its own doom."

  "As far as I recall from studying history, it is said that the glory of
classical Greece had reached its height under Pericles," Ross interrupted Steve.
"The historians all tell us that Pericles was the most celebrated leader and
statesman of the 5th Century BC that made Athens great. They say that
Pericles opened the doors of the Athenian democracy to the ordinary citizen.
They say he continued what Solon began, and he did more. Wasn't it Pericles
that built the magnificent temples on the Acropolis, especially the Parthenon?"

  "That's where the historians are wrong," said Steve. "Sure, Pericles built
extraordinary structures, but he built them with essentially stolen money, and

Drilling Holes into Sophistry



6

he didn't built them for the general welfare of the people. He built them to
develop a sophistry that opened the gates to empire, the direct opposite of
the general welfare principle. He developed a foundation for war. The new
democracy of Athens was used to authorize that war. Pericles turned Athens
into an empire and 'twisted' the ordinary citizens into supporting his empire-
ambition by their own 'free will.' He gave the ordinary citizen a say in political
life, which he could safely do, because he owned the public's consciousness
that had already been imperialized. He owned it with his sophistry just as
Goebbels did in Hitler's Germany. Sophistry had been already fully established
as a powerful political tool, as far back in history as Pericles. Pericles had gone
to war and built an empire with it, and continued to be elected for 30 years
until he himself perished as the result of the war."

  "The reality was far from glorious," said Ushi. "With the sophistry of the
glory of empire the doom of Athens was assured. Yes, Pericles built the
Parthenon and commissioned the statue of Athena. They were all great achieve-
ments, but they were built on a lie with funds obtained by fraud. They were
built to illustrate the glory of the empire, which isn't rooted in anything
glorious. They were built as a part of the sophistry that powered the great
scam. In a very real way the artists and builders were literally building for their
doom. The Parthenon now stands a monument to this gigantic tragedy, a
monument to decades if imperial war and to the destruction of a rich culture."

  "Historically, the tragedy of Athens started with the need for a defen-
sive league against the Persian raiders," interjected Steve. "Pericles took
control of what had become a necessary defensive league and used his gained
power to turn Athens into an empire. He did it with the sophistry of lies of
the kind that people wanted hear, but were far from the truth. His lies had
become beautiful 'songs,' Peter, but listen how the Parthenon stands in the
background. Listen to Pericles' the sophist 'singing.'

  He 'sang,' "Of all cities, Athens is greater than her fame. She needs no
poet sing her praise since every land and every sea can furnish proof of her
great enterprises and successes. Her enemies are never defeated or disgraced.
They confess that she is worthy to rule them, and to the men who have fallen
to death on her behalf, death is no evil."

  Steve sighed. "This is the language of a master sophist, Peter, one who
can tell you that the sky is green and the grass blue, or whatever you want to
hear. Pericles told the Athenians that they were gods, and the rest of humanity
scum. Hitler 'sang' the same tune, and so did every king, emperor, religious
zealot, and fiery nationalist in history. They all sang Pericles' tunes, and society
was inspired to love those tunes."

  Steve pointed out that Pericles was elected and reelected for 30 years,
Peter, on the wave of his singing those tunes, until he died in the plaque that
erupted when Athens was held under siege. During a siege in the war the
surrounding population had found refuge within the city. Many died when the
super-crowded city became the caldron for diseases. Eventually, Athens man-
aged to break out from the siege, but not the sophistry, and so the war
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continued.

  "Athens's Achilles Heel was without a doubt her superior maritime
power," Steve continued moments later. "The history books don't mention the
fact that Athens's superior power had been deployed to commit suicide.
Instead, historians praise her for her great fleet. Athens' superior fleet had
created her empire, they say. Still, her superior force ultimately became her
doom."

  "Athens's maritime 'miracle' was the equivalent XB-70 Valkyrie," I said
to Steve. "The Valkyrie was America's great aviation miracle built for absolute
superiority, powered by six engines for intercontinental Mach-3 high altitude
bombing runs. This miracle plain nearly became our doom without it ever
having been put into service. Being unbeatable in speed, it forced the Soviets
to respond with surface to air missile technology. The replacement took 25
years to come into service. Till then, the ICBMs ruled the nuclear sky with
40,000 being added in a furious missile race. I don't know how we managed
not to blow each other up."

  Steve nodded. "For Athens," he said, "her sophistry caused a delusion
that gave rise to the sense of superiority which precipitated her doom. In less
than three decades of war the state of Athens, the cultural pearl Athena of the
ancient Greek civilization, was ground into dust. The celebrated 'queen of
Hellas' had became the terror of the Peloponnesian world until it was de-
feated and turned into a subject ruled by Sparta. The principle of truth always
somehow reasserts itself, doesn't it, Peter? No one stands above the simple
truth that we are all human beings. In this truth are rooted all the riches of the
universe and the peace that follows war. What folly causes us to deny that."

  "The Parthenon might never have been built without the sophistry of
the Athenian ruler's imperial dreaming," I suggested to Steve, "nor would the
great statue of Athena have been created, and other works of art."

  "But at what price were they created?" said Steve. "And who needs
these monuments to sophistry, that celebrate the forces that have destroyed
a civilization? Sure, the munuments are great works of art, ingenuity, architec-
ture, dedication and craftsmanship. They are all of that, but they have a
terrible stench attached to them that will never go away. One day America will
look upon its own monuments in the same manner, like the XB-70 Valkyrie.
It was an impressive achievement, both in aviation engineering and in the
sophistry of empire building on the foundation of superior force. The XB-70
was a marvel. Luckily it became obsolete before we could set the world on
fire with it and light the flame for America's doom. The missile race became
scary enough. The song of unchallenged superiority, which America loves, is the
song of Pericles that America became subjected to and sang with total
resolve."

  I shuddered at the thought that the Valkyrie might have become
America's Parthenon. Even while its sits in the Air Force museum XB-70
Valkyrie is still at war inspiring hymns of praise that may yet complete our
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journey to suicide.

  "Steve agreed that it was. "That's the trouble with sophistry," he said.
"It takes the brightest that humanity is able to create and turns it into evil that
grinds us into dust. But that's what the purpose of sophistry is. It takes the
humanity of mankind and shreds it wherever it is found."

  "Sophistry creates soulless slaves," said I. "That's what Palmerston was
demanding me to become, and is demanding from everyone - slaves that the
empire uses up in the sewer of its fascism while it gets them to sing its hymns
of praise for the wonders of freedom. Wasn't Napoleon fighting for freedom?
He abolished feudalism, religious intolerance, and serfdom. He replaced de-
crepit monarchs with liberal governments, granted constitutions, instigated civil
law. The Code Napoleon is still basic to French civil law. He had said of
himself that he closed the gulf of anarchy and turned chaos into order. But
history records that he did so with the force of unspeakable brutality as Goya
illustrated. Nevertheless, he did establish efficient civil governments in the
areas that he conquered, which served to secure his power. I think that is
where his sophistry was anchored. He said that purified revolution, which
meant that he universalized regime change. He said that he intended to build
a federation of free peoples in a Europe united under a liberal government,
his government. In reality he paved the road further towards the long-coveted
goal of the Anglo/Dutch/Venetian emporium to establish a single imperial
'wold-government' across the planet without opposition and enforced by the
terrorism of power."

  "Hitler was fighting for the freedom of the world from Bolshevism,
wasn't he?" said Ushi. "That's what Hitler said in his mass rallies at Nuremberg.
We all know what he really meant when he spoke of, freedom. But the
sophistry of hies lies gave him the power that he wanted, or rather his
controllers wanted him to have."

  "The world hasn't weaned itself of Napoleon's sophistry to the very
day, much less of fascism," said Steve. "It still love the sweet milk of
militarism. Napoleon continues to be admired as the greatest military com-
mander of all times. It must have been some powerful stuff that he dispensed,
with which he shut down a budding renaissance that had raised the banner of
humanity from the Rock of Gibraltar to the Ural Mountains. He shut this down
and turned Europe into a blood bath. After close to twenty wars, wrecking and
plundering Europe, he still controlled a grand army that was probably the
biggest military force the world has ever seen since the 'glory' of Rome.
Napoleon came to the gates of Russia with a military force of close to half
a million men and half as many horses, riding on the 'winds' of seemingly
countless stunning victories," said Steve. "A force of this power should have
drawn the Russians to capitulate in awe of its sheer terror. Russia had nothing
to match that. Perhaps it was the mystique of the glory of war, the glory of
fascism, that had became the new kind of sophistry that had erased rationality
and had fuelled madness."
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  "Russia must have felt like you did last night," said Ushi to me. "But
Russia won, and so can we win. Russia won with the aid of the exiled friend
of the German poet, Friedrich Schiller, who had been assassinated previously.
Russia became inspired from this background to look beyond the sophistry and
behold the real Napoleon and his forces as being just simple men with human
needs. That's how Russia had been able to maintain its freedom. It gained
nothing on the battlefield. It won without a single victory by simply side-
stepping the entire sophistry and grinding down the logistics that supported
Napoleon."

  "When Napoleon entered Russia in 1812," said Steve, "that was sup-
posed to be cakewalk, a swift victory, a glorious battle to pillage a rich and
vast land and to subdue it. But the reality didn't live up to the sophistry. Nearly
all of the soldiers that had came to pillage had lost their life. The Russian let
them come in. They drew them deeper and deeper and slowly stalled them
while they hit the logistics. By the time Napoleon reached Moscow, barely a
100,000 remained of more than half a million by then. So it wasn't the winter
that defeated Napoleon. His own sophistry defeated him. The winter actually
killed very few. The denial of logistics defeated him. The Russians even burnt
four fifth of Moscow to the ground, right under Napoleon's nose, to deny him
the logistics of the city. The great Emperor had no choice but to retreat. The
90,000 men that were still alive when Napoleon turned back at the onset of
winter rolled out of Moscow with 40,000 wagons loaded with spoils, mostly
useless stuff, from fine furniture to just about everything, except food and
supplies for living. And the country itself was base. On the way in the Grand
Army had destroyed everything in its wake. Now they returned through an
empty, inhospitable wasteland, with winter descending. The glory of the war
had turned sour. The sophistry had lost is luster. The cold Russian winter
claimed 50,000 victims, less than 8% of Napoleon's losses. Of those that
survived 20,000 fell in battle crossing the last river out of Russia. Only 20,000
made it back. Some historian put the figure as low as 5,000. Whatever the real
figure might have been, it was a sorry trickle that returned of the 640,000 men
that had entered Russia a few months earlier under the spell of the glory of
war that like any mirage built on sophistry, was a delusion."

  Steve suggested that Hitler fared just as badly riding on his own wave
of puffed-up sophistry. "Imagine the little man standing in front of 100,000
men at his famous Nuremberg rallies, singing Pericles 'song,'" said Steve and
laughed. He suggested that this would have been quite a show, if he had been
able to pull it off. "He would have had to sing that of all the countries in the
world, Germany is greater than her fame. She needs no poet sing her praise
since every land and every sea can furnish proof of her great enterprises and
successes. Her enemies are never defeated or disgraced. They confess that she
is worthy to rule them, and to the men who have fallen to death on her behalf,
death is no evil."

  Ushi laughed at Steve. "Steve, you're far too generous with the little
man. With all the most able scriptwriters at his command, Hitler didn't have
the means to come even close to the artistry of Pericles from a couple
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millennia before him. We all know that the tittle man screamed at the people
in a rage, to 'inspire' them. He riled against the Bolsheviks. He might have
yelled: the Bolsheviks' first act after gaining power was not the liberation of
the working people, but the liberation of the scum of humanity, the asocial
creatures concentrated in the prisons, and then the letting loose of these wild
beasts upon the terrified and helpless world about them. Bolshevism turns the
flourishing countryside into sinister wastes of ruins. And he might have added
proudly, that National Socialism, in contrast, transforms a world of destruction
and misery into a healthy Reich of flourishing economic life. The 100,000 that
listened to such speeches might have responded spontaneously under the spell
of compassion, shouting with great enthusiasm, Heil Hitler, hail Hitler! After
their bitter defeat at Versailles, the downtrodden people of Germany wanted
to hear that they are still a great people. Who would not been moved by such
masterful sophistry that sings to people the innermost thoughts of their desire?
All of Russia was defined as scum ready to be uplifted and to become
civilized by Germany and be brought into the only noble Reich on earth, with
Reich meaning rich. The sophistry glorified the means of war. It glorified
fascism and the people lapped it all up with everything else like a puppy dog
laps up its morning meal. But when the dust settled the glory was gone. Hitler
came to Stalingrad with 300,000 men. That's three times as many as were
assembled at Nuremberg shouting Heil Hitler. Of those 300,000 only 6000
made it back, barely enough that they would be noticed on the vast Nurem-
berg grounds. It is said that 2.5 million people died in the battle over Stalingrad.
That's 20 times as many as died in Hiroshima, Peter, and 25 times as many as
shouted Heil Hitler at Nuremberg. This kind of outcome typifies the nature of
sophistry as a tool to create insanity, and it is insanity that stands at the core
of every empire, by which it is assuring its doom. Palmerston's empire is no
exception. Nevertheless, Hitler had a powerful effect on Germany and human-
ity. A 100 million paid the price for people listening to his song. Palmerston
is thinking in terms of exacting 40 times as many casualties than those that
Hitler caused."

  Would you say that Hitler believed his own sophistry?" I asked Ushi.

  "Of course he did believe it," said Ushi. "He was too small and too
dumb not to believe it, but the sophistry wasn't his. He had a large workshop
of traitors operating behind the scene that served this crap up for him."

  "Pericles too, evidently believed everything he said," I said to Ushi.
"Pericles didn't know that he was in a war to destroy Athens, and Greece for
that matter, on behalf of the Persian Empire. He didn't know that the Persian
emperor had conspired with the king of Macedonia to create a joined super-
empire. Greece got caught in the middle. Pericles was 'hired' to wipe it out,
just as Hitler was 'hired' to perform a similar service for the ruling empire with
wiping our Europe. Palmerston boasted that his Illuminati are well stocked with
a variety of such little men that are willing to turn the world upside down.
These traitors, taken off the shelves and plugged into the 'right' places always
believe that their particular treachery is in society's best interest. Little people
can't see beyond their nose. That's why sophistry works so well to control
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them. People hear it as the song of angels sung with silver tongues."

  "Yes, and the lies of the voices are becoming more ensnaring by the
day," I interrupted. "The lies become hidden with double talk. Take the
concept of globalism as an example. The term seems to represent a most
noble aspect of our modern world. We are told that globalism is the new
reality, because we are all one people in one common, global market. That's
what we hear. We hear the words as though they were sung with silver tongues.
But what we like to hear is not what globalism really means. In real terms the
word globalism represents the crowbar that beastmen use to break down the
barriers around the globe that traditionally protect nations from economic and
other types of predators. With the barriers thus broken down, the globalism of
the mass-enslavement of the poor becomes the new regime that floods the
world with slave-labor products. Globalism becomes a tool then that drives the
labor standards across the world into the ground and bankrupts developed
industries. The productive capacity of the world becomes thereby shattered
and the human potential wasted, while the rich that profit from the looting get
richer by the day."

  "Another face of the dark reality of imperial globalism is the now
unrestrained ability to drive up the commodity prices in the world to their
highest possible level, by which the rich profit again and society gets hit with
the double whammer of high commodity prices and low wage levels," said
Steve."

  "But that's not how globalism is presented at the modern 'Nuremberg
rallies'" interjected Ushi. "Nor were the 6000 that returned from Stalingrad
ever paraded as heroes. They were kept in the shadows to be forgotten,
because in the same shadows also stand 2.5 million dead that would attribute
a bad image to war and tarnish the sophistry that drives it."

  "Therefore the tens of thousands of dead that flow each single day
from the hell of the ravishing poverty that flows from globalism, remain equally
as carefully hidden in the background," said I.

  "Actually, the real picture is still worse," said Ushi. "The most effective
form of sophistry in modern days has become fear. Fear corrupts more than
anything, especially if it is vague and none-specific, or unpredictable like
terrorism, or better yet if the two are combined. All you need to do is warn
about devices for mass destruction and say nothing more. You open a whole
volcano of fearful reactions in people's mind, because the term could mean
anything from a hundred megaton H-bomb to a B-52 bomber dropping its load,
to a small machine gun standing in a market square, or a frustrated youth
setting a car on fire with a match. It's all a form of terror-based mass
destruction. When the term is applies without specifics, the built-in sophistry
fills in the blanks to the maximum. Thus, the worst-case reactions can be
achieve by just whispering the word, terrorism, or communism! Thus nations
become targeted without a cause."

  "The same effect is achieved in the backward direction," added Steve.
"What do the sophists mean when they rile on about a country having devices
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for mass destruction? Since the little guys don't have the means to built real
nukes, they mean little firecrackers that spread poisonous or biological agents
and with these kill maybe a thousand people. If that kind of casualty rate
defines mass-destruction, then any county's army, or air force, or load of
bombs, or destructive philosophy, or looting financial or economic might,
should be classified as a weapon of mass destruction whereby the truth would
be known. Even food is often used as a weapon for mass destruction by
depriving a targeted people whereby they die. By restricting the concept to a
minuscule subset the vast range of the larger forms of terror becomes white-
washed."

  "The distortion gets worse when the term terrorism gets falsely ap-
plied," said Ushi, "as in the case when it is used to destroy society's patriot-
ism. When someone plants a mini nuke to pull down a hundred-story building,
that person is most likely never called a terrorist as he probably operates
under orders and remains hidden, while someone who organizes society against
some government wrong doing, may well be classified as a terrorist and be
locked away without trial for months or years and be tortured along the way.
That's the direction in which we are moving. The art of twisting the official
scene has taken on amazing dimensions. The vast nuclear arsenals, for exam-
ple, that mankind maintains all over the world is never classified as a terrorist
weapons by anyone, though the original lobbyist for the atomic bomb argued
that the world needs the atom bomb as a terror weapon. He lobbied for
creating a terror weapon of such a horrific impact that it would scare the world
like frightened children into the arms of global imperial world-government that
would thereby control all the weapons. Some historians suggest that World War
II had been artificially prolonged until the atom bombs were ready for their
live demonstration, and that Hiroshima and Nagasaki had been spared the torch
of the previous fire bombing campaign just for that.. Thus, we call a youth that
sets a car on fire, a terrorist, which he is, while we say nothing of society's
own hand in nuclear terrorism with which we still target entire nations and
continents with the terror of the horror images of Hiroshima. We call today's
global nuclear terrorism, defense. That's a part of the modern sophistry. We
use the nuclear terror to force our will on non-nuclear nations that can't
balance our terror and fight back. Oh, what webs of sophistry we weave! The
webs get evermore convoluted, hidden, complex, and sinister."

  The sophist loves his craft of lying through his teeth with a straight face
and a smile," said Steve a while later. "The sophist speaks of cultural freedom
while he really means freedom from culture, a world without humanist culture,
a world of sex, violence, degradation, and legalized stealing. It means healthcare
for profit that fewer and fewer can afford. It means the shutting down of
hospitals. It means homelessness, unemployment, the degradation of science
and education. It means increasing hopelessness for the coming generations.
This train to hell has left the station in 1951 under the banner of cultural
freedom and everybody was captivated by the sophistry that promised a bright
new era. Well, the new era is upon us and people are dying. So, Peter, how
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do you propose to fight this vast array of sophistry that drives those horrific
effects? You had laughed at Palmerston when he told you that nobody can stop
this train to hell, and all the other trains. He said that nobody can halt the
momentum of what's been set in motion, especially not little old you. And he
may be right, Peter. Nobody has yet succeeded throughout the entire history
of civilization in shutting the ruling sophistry down. Nobody brought Pericles
down with the truth, or Hitler with the truth, or eliminated fascism and greed,
or globalism, terrorism, and 'cultural freedom.' Pericles went down with the
ship. Hitler did so likewise. Now society as a whole is going down to hell with
the millstone of all the modern forms of sophistry hanging around its neck."

  "The fondi's sophistry is a fantasy construction of lies, based on the
foundational lie that there is no truth," said Ushi to Steve. "Nevertheless, the
truth is greater than the sophistry that is designed to deny its existence. By its
sophistry Rome was doomed. It seems to me that it should have been fairly
obvious even then that Rome was doomed. Rome stank. Behinds the glittering
façade of its circuses stood the rotting corpses and the depleted world that
had been plundered by its armies. Rome stank increasingly as it slowly died
over a span of 600 years and nearly destroyed civilization. But no one had
overturned its sophistry, the sophistry of empire. The entire society went down
with the sinking ship. It is amazing that no one in 600 years managed to stand
up and speak the truth as if the truth truly didn't exist. America may be
doomed in a similar manner, and the hole world with it. So how do we change
that? How do we rescue America and the world? How do we stop society
from riding those countless trains to hell that come from the station of
sophistry?"

  "We have to learn to punch holes into its sophistry and keep on doing
that until there is nothing left of it," I suggested. "Shouldn't we be able to
punch holes into the fabric of lies with the truth? Punching holes should be
easy. The sophistry is fast becoming paper-thin," I said.

  "But the people are fooled too easily," Steve replied. "Look at free
trade. Shelburne commissioned it as a process with which to destroy the
economy of the USA. The American colonies couldn't be recaptured on the
battlefield, but this defeat didn't cause the Empire to throw the towel in and
walk away. Adam Smith's free-trade sophistry was used for the second attempt
to overpower America. It was so artfully crafted into the Paris Peace Treaty
that 'granted' America's independence that no one recognized in America the
free-trade sophistry for what it was, which was woven into the fabric of the
treaty. Only after it had bankrupted America did the Treasury Secretary
Alexander Hamilton recognize the treachery and shut it down. But now America
is back on the free-trade train again, suffering the same effect under the same
sophistry. How can we even hope to succeed?"

  "We can succeed in the same way we succeeded before," said Ushi,
"by speaking the truth. And the truth is that the culture of humanity is built on
love. Fair trade should replace 'free' trade. When trade is fair it flows freely.
That tells me that the free-trade law forces something else on the agenda. It
forces trade that is free from fairness. It enables stealing. Mankind has always
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traded goods with each other whenever it was for the parties mutual benefit.
The political construct of free trade, in contrast, forces trade that isn't
intended to be fair. It forces trade that is 'free' from fairness. Fair trade
happens naturally without a political imposition. It doesn't need to be forced.
It shouldn't be hard for society to understand this and thereby to rescue itself
from the destructive effect of forced unfair trade. But it's not happening, isn't
it? No efforts are made to get off the train to hell. The reason is that the
Principle of Universal Love that would enable such efforts has been trashed.
The idea of love and the general welfare for the universal good is no longer
on the agenda. Unrestrained stealing is now on the agenda. Solon of Athens
introduced but a faint spark of the General Welfare Principle. As soon as Solon
was in the grave Pericles was brought into power for his commitment to the
sophistry that glorified the opposite, that glorified empire. The goal behind the
empire-sophistry was to pave the way to pillaging the Peloponnesian region.
That's what they did. Pericles' sophistry wasn't broken, because it was con-
stantly protected and promoted by those who profited from it. The same
happened in Rome and is happening again today. The Principle of Universal
Love wasn't on the agenda in Rome, but pillaging was. The Principle of
Universal Love wasn't on the agenda in Hitler's world either, nor is it on the
agenda in our modern world under the spell of the continuing sophistry of
fascism and greed that are intensively orchestrated now under the mantle of
globalism, and under the dictum of free trade, and under the imposition of
cultural freedom, and of course under the terrorism of overwhelming force.
And so the horror show continues. But we can stop it. Since sophistry is itself
a void, a void of reason, a void of the universal humanity and love, then the
universal solution has to be to fill this void by pouring in it what is missing."
Ushi paused and laughed. "It all comes down to the Principle of Universal Love
in every case, doesn't it?" she added. "So, there's our solution."

  "I had said the same thing to Palmerston," I said to Ushi, "but he
laughed at me. He told me that the Principle of Universal Love died long ago.
He cited as proof the DDT ban and the CFC ban that are killing people in great
masses as a matter of policy, our policy, while no one lifts a finger to even
protest, much less to stop it. 'And you want to change that?' he said to me.
'Don't make me laugh.' Yes, that's what he said, Ushi. He didn't even bother
to mention that this reversal of sophistry has never been achieved in history."

  "Of course he couldn't mention that," said Steve. "That would have be
an admission that the entire pyramid of his horror show is built on sophistry
and has not a single element of truth to stand on. The moment he admits
sophistry as his game, the game is over and lost. No liar in the world can
maintain his lying while admitting openly that he is lying. Palmerston stopped
short of that. He laughed at you to hide the fact that his house of cards is
precarious. A single idea might bring it down, like the realization across the
world that a new Ice Age is close at hand that we have to upgrade the world
for it. Against the requirement that this realization brings with it, the folly of
the past will come to light for what it is, whether Palmerston calls it by its
name, sophistry, or not. That's the weak flank of the Fondi Empire. It will be
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the empire's doom. I just can't figure out whether Palmerston believes his own
crap as did Pericles, or whether he is more intelligent and sees the impending
doom of his empire and is afraid to face it. He may already have a faint sense
that some day he will need us to rescue him from the trap that he finds
himself already in."

  "This might be happening one day," I said to Steve. "But that's not
enough. We have to drive the process ahead on every front."

  Steve nodded. "In order to advance this future we have to look to the
truth," said Steve. "If sophistry is the queen of lies then we'll have to look at
the truth that the queen of lies has been designed to cover up. That truth is
our all-embracing lateral unity as human beings. Take away religion, social
status, social organization, color, race, and even sex and so on, then, when the
dust settles, all that remains is the simple truth that we are human beings, all
of us together across the entire world. Whatever appears different is a form
of sophistry that has overlaid the truth, like Palmerston's tectonic plate of
empire overlays the sovereignty of the human being and of nations. The truth
that becomes hidden in this process should be uplifted back into the sunlight.
It should be brought to the forefront. The universal lateral unity of man is the
reality of our being. Sophistry smothers this truth. It overlays it. It hides it. Still,
it cannot eradicate it, or defeat it. This means that the truth can be brought
back into the sunlight. All we have to do is rip away the veil that hides it."

  "Can this really be done, Steve?" I asked. "Can we say with absolute
certainty that all the divisions that have been created in the world have all
been built on sophistry? We don't want to be stepping into another form of
sophistry and become slaves to a new illusion. How do we know that what we
embrace is the truth?"

  "You can know the truth, Peter," said Steve. "You can now it when you
dig deep and discover a lateral structure. The lateral structure reflects the
reality of our humanity. This is the truth. Sophistry is always reflecting a vertical
structure of empire of some form, and sometimes that sophistry is countless
ages old."

  "You are saying that sometimes a perception has stood for thousands
of years, but if its vertical, it is still sophistry. Is it really that simple, Steve?"

  Here Steve laughed even more than before. "Of course it is. You told
me so yourself, Peter, in Leipzig, in respect to the prevailing social and sexual
divisions. You told me that we must turn the clock back three thousand years
to the age before the deepest divisions were invented. You said we must
achieve nothing less in order to be able to survive. And that's what we started
to do that day."

  "I suppose that is what we set out to do right from the very first day
we met," I said quietly. "Our first evening in your apartment back in Leipzig
was totally devoted to a fight for universal principle against small-minded
thinking, wasn't it? Small-minded thinking stands in the way of the universal
lateral unity of mankind. Only a few days earlier our common friend Helen had
talked to me about a universal lateral lattice of human hearts with all of them
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bound to one another laterally by strands of love, standing side by side for
each other. Helen had used it as a model for healing, and profoundly success-
fully so."

  "That proves it as an element of truth, Peter. Nevertheless, we were
involved in a far more profound proof of that night, all three of us together,
weren't we?"

  I nodded. "We developed the there so rapidly that night and so far-
reaching, that you not only allowed Ushi and me to spend the night together,
which would have seemed totally impossible to me just one day earlier, but
you invited me yourself to do so. What you did seemed totally unbelievable
even after everything that we had talked about, probably as unbelievable as
it must have seemed to Tolkien's Frodo that he would even reach his goal in
The Lord of the Rings to take the ring back to Mt. Doom. But you did the
unbelievable, Steve, and it was beautiful what came out of it, and still is. We
obviously did the right thing that night at your place. We buried an aspect of
the ring that has corrupted the image of humanity for countless ages and has
divided humanity on the basis of that corruption. What happened that night still
seems like a miracle sometimes."

  "Unfortunately, that's a tragedy, Peter," said Steve. "What happened
that night shouldn't seem like a miracle, because it was the most natural thing
to do. For eight hours we had been drilling holes through the facade of a
sophistry that has stood since ancient times. We drilled holes into this façade
until the truth behind it became ever clearer. What I did in inviting you to
spend the night with Ushi reflected Helen's lateral lattice evermore fully, and
the fact that we are all bound laterally as human beings. We laid aside the
games of playing husband and wife, friend and lover, or whatever games are
being played that deny the flow of love that can only exist laterally. We didn't
talk about Helen's lateral structure that night. As I recall neither of us said a
word about it, but we talked about its universal principle, the Principle of
Universal Love that had been denied for centuries. When our exploration had
ground to a halt that day, at two in the morning so that one could hear the
water dripping in the kitchen, when everything was said that could be said
about the truth, I decided to rip off the last shreds of that sophistry that still
remained. What came to light was the truth that we are all human beings,
bound to one another laterally by the stands of our love. And boy, those
strands of love between Ushi and you were glowing brightly that might, like
rays of the sun. Was it a miracle then when I asked you both if you want to
share the night together in bed? I think it was the most natural response to the
truth that we had all acknowledged for hours before. We had all ripped off the
sophistry that had hidden the universal lateral unity of human beings. So tell
me, how else could I have responded? Could any of us have responded any
different than we had?"

  "Still, no one would ever believe us, Steve, if we told the story of what
happened that night. No one would believe that a husband would allow his
wife's love for another man to stand, that it would be honored by him and be
fully respected, and be acknowledged to the point that he invites them to
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share a bed together in his own house and in his presence. No husband in the
world has ever done this before."

  "That's true," said Steve, "no husband has likely ever done this. The
sophistry of the games that are played in the social world would never allow
this to happen and so it hasn't happened for a long time. But a human being
would allow this to happen, and not only allow this, but expect it and extend
the invitation for it. Once one has peeled away the sophistry that has overlaid
the truth that we are all primarily human beings united laterally by our strands
of love, this apparent miracle that you still find miraculous becomes totally
natural then. Then, if the crap is peeled away and one begins to tell the story
from the premise of the truth without the veil of sophistry hiding it, all
becomes natural and believable. Only then will it become possible that the
story of what happened will be believed. In fact, then people might also
believe that in addition to all of that I paid for your honeymoon with Ushi in
Mexico and even suggested that she could conceive a child with whomsoever
she would choose, you included."

  I shook my head. "No Steve, I think that even if our story were
properly told, only a few people if any, would find what has happened credible
and natural."

  Steve shook his head likewise. "What you just said illustrates how
absolutely dense the sophistry can be that motivates people in countless
different ways," said Steve. "It also illustrates what vast distances we human
beings can traverse when we manage to peel away the sophistry. We obviously
did the right thing that night in my place. We made a breakthrough for mankind
towards a new freedom that is still far distant. But the horizon is growing
brighter. We have buried an aspect of Tolkien's ring, and our daring burial has
begun to correct the image of humanity that in its distorted form had divided
humanity for countless ages on the basis of an ancient universal denial of the
truth that predates even the sophistry of Pericles."

  "Sure we've buried the ring of the vertical world of many towers that
night," I said to Steve with total agreement, "and we came out richer and more
secure because of it, but in Venice we may have buried the wrong thing when
we buried the SDI, simply because the SDI had become another XB-70
Valkyrie. It was the right that we buried what it became, but we buried with
it its original intent. The original intent was totally honorable. The SDI was
originally designed to create a lateral world of universal unity by inviting the
whole world to participate in the building of it. We shouldn't have buried this
idea. We should have fought for it to have its revolutionary design resurrected
and implemented. We have failed miserably on this count. We failed to see
through the sophistry that had destroyed the original idea, and as a conse-
quence the world is no more secure by our intervention than it had been
before. We have put up the Ice Age Challenge as a replacement, but we
should have founded this challenge on the original SDI concept of establishing
mankind's natural lateral universal unity. We cannot afford to let the sophistry
to be maintained that makes us believe that we have no hope of breaking out
of our boxed-in condition within the Mutually Assured Destruction dogma. That
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dogma is Palmerston's song, isn't it? The Ice Age Renaissance won't be
possible for as long as the world hears Palmerston's song and sings along. So
the bottom line is that for now the sophistry of Palmerston's song still remains
standing tall, and so does that danger that it holds for mankind. We have to
learn to rip this sophistry away and learn to live with one another as human
beings in a lateral relationship, the kind which the original SDI concept was
designed to establish."

  "I agree absolutely," said Steve. "Indeed, we did this that night in my
apartment. What we did was totally on the mark. What seemed like a
hopelessly boxed-in condition, according to all the ancient dogmas, was turned
by us into a celebration of freedom. We drilled right through the ancient crap,
didn't we? We did it bit by bit, and then tore away what was left. We didn't
wear the vertical ring that inspires imperial power and universal impotence. In
Tolkien's saga, whoever wears this ring becomes instantly invisible in response
to the impotence that flows from the sophistry of veriticalism. We achieved
the opposite. We drilled holes into the sophistry and fought for our freedom
from it. As the result we won a profound new freedom that night. We won a
freedom that has not been seen on our planet for a long time. We should have
applied the same process to brining the original idea of the SDI to the
foreground again. We should have presented its value and its principle and then
build our Ice Age Renaissance proposal on top of it. Had we done this our Ice
Age Renaissance proposal would have had a profound foundation to stand on.
Instead we have proposed it without a foundation. I have a hunch that our
daring proposal will soon collapse and fizz out into nothing."

  "It's amazing that we did everything right in Leipzig, and this right on
the very first day we met, and now with a whole world hanging in the balance
we failed on the same count, and failed totally," I said to Steve. "On the day
I met Ushi I suggested to her that we must turn the clock back to the time
before the proverbial 'tree of (false) knowledge' was invented, which is
sophistry. It was easily done that day, because we both wanted it. But changing
the world widens the challenge."

  "It was a good start though, wasn't it?" commented Steve.

  "We forged many good coins that day and that night, for our piggybank,"
I added.

  Steve nodded and smiled. "But why did we allow ourselves to charge
blindly in the wrong direction in Venice? The same profound freedom should
have been won there also."

  "I think we thought that the huge global situation was too big to be
trusted to our discovered principle," I replied. "I suppose we believed that we
were alone in that. So, we didn't trust this principle when it mattered the most.
Of course, once we had rejected the profundity of our principle, we convinced
ourselves that we had to shut the SDI down. We even thought we had a good
reason to do that. Nothing in the world could have stopped us once we'd made
up our mind. Even the masked man from the fondi hasn't been able to stop
us wit his most urgent plea. We were convinced that if we gave an American
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Hitler the SDI missile shield, which no one else in the world having the
resources to create one, he would from behind this shield terrorize the whole
world with total impunity. On this basis it was right for us to shut the potential
for this 'provocation' down, in order to save humanity. America had boxed the
Russians in with its unilateral development of that shield and had threatened
the Soviets with extinction. The SDI had become a vertical shield, an imperial
shield. That's why it had to go. Empire is a vertical thing with top down control,
and the vertical thing that empire is, is designed to take and take and never
give anything back. It endangered civilization and our very existence. Our
American government became caught up in this vertical track, taking away
Russia's defenses, one by one. We played silly games and closed our eyes to
the truth."

  "It is not right to take away from another the only means for self-
defense," said Steve. "We should have done the opposite. We failed. But that's
water under the bridge. What counts is what we do now."

  "The terror of sophistry was the main reason why we thought we had
to do what we did," I said to Steve.

  "Our reasons were based on small-minded thinking. They fuelled small-
minded reactions," said Steve. "But that wasn't our way, Peter. Like everybody
else in the world is, we were fooled by the sophistry of empire that is
designed to hide the vertical thing that an empire is. We were blinded by the
terror so as not to take note of the empire's taking and stealing all across the
world, and its top down looting that never gives anything back. We were
coerced to get us to focus on a small issue that creates tension and cannot
be resolved by itself. We were lured to tie ourselves into knots over this
without addressing the root of it."

  "Wow! Hold that thought, Steve!" I interrupted. "I just realized some-
thing. Could it not be that this Palmerston of the fondi didn't actually try to
recruit me last night, but might have tried to teach me something that he had
discovered through bitter experiences and was trying to solicit our help with?
He may have discovered that the Fondi Empire is doomed by its vertical
orientation and is therefore destined to fizz out into nothing like one of the
failed states that he talked about. He may have realized that the collapse of
empire as a process is exceedingly dangerous, because any injured bull is
dangerous and may trample humanity into the ground, even as it dies. Unlike
the Roman Empire, which had only enough power left near its end to destroy
itself, the modern imperials have control over tens of thousands of nukes and
vast networks of terrorist organizations, and religious organizations, and finan-
cial organizations. They are all doomsday machined by Palmerston's own
admission. Palmerston may have looked up one day and found himself in deep
waters that he could no longer control, like the sorcerer's apprentice in the
fairy tale. He may have realized that his empire has run out of control. That
may be the reason why he put all of his cards on the table and illustrated that
they are all vertical cards. Maybe he is thereby telling us urgently to watch like
a flock of eagles for anything that is vertically oriented and shut it down if we
can. He gave us the key for cutting through the empire's sophistry. He might
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be saying in essence that the Fondi Empire may have the power to overlay the
truth with its lies, but it cannot hide the vertical orientation that is character-
istic in all lies."

  Steve just laughed. "That's funny," he said. "If you are right, Palmerston
is suggesting that before we waste out time fighting the fondi's core-machine
we should neutralize its grunt-machines, its Illuminati that grind out the lies."

  "This means that we should perhaps become paranoid about anything
vertical in universal interrelationships, especially in power structures," I inter-
jected.

  "No Peter, paranoid, isn't the right word. We should become alert and
sensitive, and courageously responsive, just like we were back in Leipzig," said
Steve.

  "Isn't that also what Tolkien is telling us?" I added. "Look at the
Gollum. The Gollum represents the Cashi-Illuminati, the lead duck of a whole
flock of greed-based vultures that the Illuminati maintain in society. They all
sing the Gollum's tune. My Precious, My Precious! It is amazing that no one
can see through the sophistry. Tolkien inspires us to have pity on the poor
creature, while not ignoring his song of vertical orientation, My Precious! That's
the Gollum's vertical song that is also the modern privatization song, and the
song of theft, murder, rape, destruction, dishonesty, war, - the tune of empire.
It seems that Tolkien understood that the freedom of mankind isn't located in
killing the Gollum, which is but a symbol, but is located in exposing the
sophistry, the imperial tune. The key lies in uplifting the people and bring them
up to the point that they no longer sing the Gollum's song. In the ring saga
Tolkien ripped the veil of sophistry off the Cashi-Illuminati. He even lets the
Gollum die to indicate the precarious position that society puts itself in when
it sings the songs of sophistry."

  "Unfortunately society is still asleep," said Steve, "as if lulled into
perpetual slumber by the Cashi-Illuminati, riding on their coat tails, paying
homage to Adam Smith as they are demanded by the lies of the Illuminati's
sophistry."

  "The tune has changed slightly," I suggested. "My Precious has become
My Money, My Profit, My Property, My Empire. The sophistry has become
more veiled, and society has become more deeply asleep. I wonder if it is
actually still possible to awaken society?"

  "To awaken the dead?" said Steve and laughed. "Maybe it's no longer
enough to merely rip off the mask of sophistry that has ensnared society. On
the other hand, those who are still alive will respond and become human
beings again. But for this to happen our leadership has to come from a higher
level, the lateral level that we discovered as our true relationship in Leipzig
as a matter of principle. We are not out to manipulate public opinion. That's
a vertical process and is off limits. Besides, there's no such thing left in the
world that might be called genuine public opinion. What goes for public opinion
is merely the intended end product of imperial sophistry. The consciousness
of society has been privatized into the hands of its imperial controllers in a
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carefully maintained vertical process of cultural warfare. We fell into this trap,
Peter, when we responded to the cruise missile attack by shutting down the
SDI rather than resurrecting its original idea. We should have utilized the
opportunity that the cruise missile incident had opened up and then fought like
hell to have the original SDI principle accepted throughout the world for the
advanced universal principle that it represented. We should have called for the
participation of all nations with the original project that is designed for the
universal defense of the whole of humanity and then have used this already
established principle as a readymade starting point for the next step, the just
as urgently needed Ice Age Renaissance to carry forward the self-defense of
mankind."

  Tony, who had been sleeping up front, joined us. He had been looking
for us. He was eager to get into the act. "We should have done this universal
defense thing a long time ago," he said when he found an opening in the
discussion. "We should have done this long before the SDI was even and issue.
We had plenty of opportunities to do this, and still do. I hear it costs us close
to 30 million to build a single F15 fighter aircraft. We plan to build 750 of them.
For the cost of a single aircraft, using the same modern mass-production
methods, we could have produced homes for 30,000 homeless people. For the
price of ten aircraft we could have eradicated homelessness in the entire
country. We would have created a whole new industry for mass-produced
housing had we devoted ourselves to this task, utilizing our advanced machine
tool capability. With this little bit of effort we might have helped eradicate
homelessness around the world. Doing that would have been a real effort for
the universal defense of mankind. Instead, we waste our resources on mass-
producing killing machines. Of course the F15 is an amazing aircraft, but it
comes at a high price. And even at this high price it is a relatively cheap
aircraft in the world of military aviation. The C5-Galaxy transport aircraft costs
over 170 million each. We have built 120 of them. The new B1-B interconti-
nental supersonic bomber costs us a whopping 280 million for each single
plane. We expect to have 65 in service soon. And our latest on the wish list,
the B2 stealth bomber, which is already in prototype production, will be costing
us over a billion dollars each. We expect to have 20 of them. The tab for just
those four aircraft runs up to 80,000 million. That's what we spent to increase
our killing potential, while we don't care enough to spend a dime on protecting
human life, aiding the victims of our disintegrating culture. We let them rot and
die in the streets. Why then are we talking about the universal defense of
mankind if don't even care to defend the most disenfranchised of our own
people, the most vulnerable, for which very little would be needed? In fact
the world would be better off we cared enough to help those people and built
a few less killing machines instead," said Tony.

  "We are talking about sophistry, Tony," said Steve, "the kind that
prevents us from doing what we should be doing, instead of building killing
machines. We failed to do this with the SDI, because we fell for the sophistry
of the world's public opinion. We are exploring what is required for breaking
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the sophistry."

  "Good luck!" said Tony. "That's like beating you head against a wall. It's
like standing in front of Congress and suggesting that for the price of a single
B1-B bomber would eradicate homelessness in America forever, and that we
should do this instead of building bombers. The Congressmen would boo you
and ridicule you, because Congress represents the rich, rather than the people
of America. If it doesn't profit the rich that finance their campaign, they don't
want to hear of it. Of course, if you were to further suggest that spending the
equivalent of a single B2 bomber would eradicate all slum living in America by
providing decent brand new low cost housing, the Congressmen would boo you
out of the hall, because what you propose would topple the entire real estate
pyramid of high priced, gold plated, tarpaper shacks. It simply wouldn't be
done even we would achieve with it for once something that we can be really
proud of as Americans. The Congressmen would ask you why anyone would
then pay 600,000 for a house if they can get the same for 2,000? Of course
I'm exaggerating, but in principle I think I'm right."

  "You are not exaggerating," said Steve. "You may be closer to the mark
than you think. The $2,000 house is achievable. And you are right on another
count. What stands between the realization of what is necessary to liberate
society and what we have today in the world of high-priced living, if it can still
be called living, is nothing more than a thick layer of sophistry that is designed
to enrich the rich. You are right, Tony, Congress would explode with rage if you
were to suggest the structure that enriches the rich, in order to uplift society
out of it poverty. Still, you ought to try it, because it can be done. And I also
agree that America would the achieved something that any American would be
proud of, except the rich, perhaps, that would loose their revenue from
stealing." Steven began to laugh as if he was joking.

  "Can this really be done?" said Ushi.

  "With ease and hands down," Steve replied and became serious by
saying it. "The $2,000 house is achievable."

  "I was just dreaming when I made the proposal," said Tony.

  "You were right on the money," said Steve and smile. "Of course I' not
talking about cutting down trees and sawing them into planks to be nailed
together laboriously. I am talking about high energy-intensive automated pro-
duction. I am talking about highly modularized houses, constructed in com-
pletely automated assembly lines."

  Tony shook his head. "What you propose sounds wonderful, but it can't
be done in practice, Steve. The moment that you announce that you are going
to build 50,000 new houses for the homeless of America, the building mate-
rials prices will going through the roof. It would cost you ten times for
materials than what you expect to pay now. The price for every stick of wood
would instantly increase ten-fold."

  "Who said anything about building with wood?" said Steve. "That's
archaic. I'm thinking of building with new materials, that kind that no one owns.
I am thinking about utilizing a national resource that America has in abundance.
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I am talking about building houses of basalt and glass. Basalt has a nine times
higher tensile strength than steel. I'm talking about the new houses being made
up of basically six extruded modules of glass fiber reinforced basalt. One
module might be a curved extruded roof. All the modules would be fully
insulated with fiberglass. Some of the insulation might even include basalt
micro fibers. Did you know that basalt fibers are a three-times-better thermal
insulator than asbestos is?"

  "I've always thought that basalt is just stone, a volcanic stone," said
Tony.

  "Sure it is stone, Tony," said Steve. "But it's more than just stone. It's
an extremely fine-grained stone and very dense, and hard. Its stronger and less
brittle than glass, and its melting point is 500 degrees below the melting point
of glass so that it can be reinforced with glass fibers when needed. It's also
nicely fluid when melted. It can be extruded into fibers, even micro fibers,
or any other shape you can imagine, such as wall panels or single unit roof
modules. Basalt is the perfect stuff for automated fabrication and it's better
in quality than anything on the market is today. What makes basalt an even
more ideal building material is the fact that there is plenty of basalt right in
our backyard in the USA. The Columbia River Basin contains 170,000 cubic-
kilometers of this top grade building material. That's enough to cover the entire
USA twelve meters deep. Nor would you need to dig into the ground to get
io it. It's sitting on the surface. All you need to do is pick it up, melt it, purify
it, and reshape it into whatever you want to make of it. The stuff is 100%
useable. No waste results. The only input that you need is a bit of process
heat. The stuff melts at 1,200 degrees Celsius. Glass melts as 1,700 degrees.
We can easily get this kind of process heat from nuclear power. The leading
edge High Temperature Gas Cooled Reactor would be ideal for that. It's
sometimes called the pebble bed reactor. It's the safest and cleanest nuclear
reactor ever designed. It doesn't even require uranium. It burns thorium rather
than uranium. In fact, Tony, the HTGCR is more than safe. It would increase
security in the world. Its design can tolerate small amounts of weapons grade
plutonium in its fuel mixture and burn it up. It would eventually cleanse the
world of this poison. It also breeds its own fuel. It breeds almost as much as
it consumes. We can mass-produce these thorium rectors in a modular design,
Tony, and use them for almost any application. There is plenty of thorium in
the world, far more than uranium. The HTGCR would be ideal for our house-
building project. It provides 500-degree process heat with a high-energy flux
density. We can use it to generate electrical power and run some of it through
heat-pump concentrators to get the kind of heat that lets us melt basalt, steel,
glass, and a lot of other things as well. That's how we would achieve the
automated mass production for the new housing units that are urgently required
as a first step to jump-start the world. The new housing units would be
produced with the same efficiency with which produce today egg cartons."

  "Wow, I had no idea," said Tony in amazement. "I really thought that
couldn't be done."

  "And you are wrong about something else, Tony," said Steve. "I didn't
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say that we need to build 50,000 units. I was thinking more in the order of
a million new houses of about 1,500 to 2,000 square feet in floor area. We
don't just face a crisis in terms of homeless living, but also in slum-type living.
Many of the places that people are forced to live in for the lack of anything
else, aren't fit for human habitation, much less for human development. The
housing scene is fast becoming a crime scene of horrendous crimes against
humanity. We probably need to build several million new low-cost houses to
start with, just to dig the nation out of the slum hole. With large-scale
automated production, powered by nuclear power plants, that's easily accom-
plished. We can even make the needed furniture's in a similar fashion,
including beds, possible also clothing and shoes. I can see basalt micro-fibers
becoming the textile of the future."

  "Now you are dreaming," Tony interrupted me. "The needed plants and
equipment to build millions of houses would cost tens of billions of dollars.
There isn't a bank in the world that would lend you that kind of money, much
less for a project to help the poor."

  "Who needs to go begging to the banks to achieve what must be
achieved," said Steve and laughed. "Congress would simply nationalize the
Federal Reserve system. By doing this, the nation would simply extend the
needed financial credits to itself at interest rates equivalent to the adminis-
tration cost. So, why do say it won't work, Tony? It would work easily. As you
said yourself, our nation is spending billions each year to built more killing
machines, and beyond that, tens of billion more on covert operations around
the world to destabilize other governments, wreck other nations, create ter-
rorist armies, and so forth. God only knows how many billions we have spent
on the Arc of Crisis policy all by itself, to destabilize the Soviet Union with
Islamic fundamentalist terrorism that didn't exist until we created it. It cost
us billions to do this and we are still suffering the consequences. In fact the
consequences are getting words. So, why shouldn't we shut this terror machine
down and utilize the economic resources that we waste each year on destroy-
ing the world to do something constructive for a change, and uplift ourselves
as a nation and humanity as a whole. So Tony, don't say that we can't afford
what needs to be done that society can live. If you are saying this, you are
a hypocrite, perhaps not by intent, but in effect you are."

  Tony shook his head and smiled. "Maybe I am a hypocrite. But by the
same token you should judge yourself insane for suggesting that any of that will
ever work," said Tony.

  Steve just smiled back at him. "What I'm suggesting has already
worked, and it has worked well until a bunch of traitors wrecked it. It could
work again, and more efficiently this time. It is referred to in American history
as the Hamiltonian credit system."

  Tony smiled again and didn't say anything in reply. Suddenly he laughed.
"Your entire project is unworkable for another reason, Steve," said Tony. "It is
unworkable for the simple reason that it is too late for that. What good would
it be to build your $2,000 houses if you can't place them? It costs roughly
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$200,000 just to buy a building lot to put the house on."

  "Who said anything about buying building lots, Tony?" said Steve and
laughed again. "Why would one do that? Who needs to buy building lots? I am
talking about building brand new cities, Tony, utilizing the vast empty spaces
of New Mexico, Arizona, Nevada, and so forth. I am talking about small
community oriented cities surrounded by new industries, all interconnected by
high-speed trains. The building lots for the houses would be free. The only cost
incurred would be for installing the services, such as roads, water, sewage,
electricity, telephone, electronics, and provisions future services. Of course
the required services would be laid in an industrial type fashion at very low
cost. The entire finished house wouldn't cost more than $3,000 each for the
actual physical construction, transportation, and installation. The big costs would
all be located in the national infrastructure upgrading, in system designs,
process engineering, and water and power systems. It would cost us a few
billion before the first house was built, but once the new economy is up and
running it would rapidly transform the country and inspire the world to dupli-
cate the new renaissance."

  "How could you even hope to inspire Congress to accept a program
that would uplift the world?" Tony interjected. "The War-Party that has infested
our Congress, the Senate, and the country, has no interest in any program that
uplifts the world at large. They are committed to programs that grind other
nations down, to make them dysfunctional, to break them up, to enhance
poverty and impotence, and so forth, as a means for maintaining America's
dominance. The people committed to this policy won't let you get past the
front gate."

  "This doesn't change the fact that we owe a huge debt to humanity,
Tony," said Steve. "It is generally believed we won World War II. I would
suggest that the opposite is true. We were dragged into a war that forced us
to sell our soul to the devil in order to survive. A grand alliance was in the
making of all the fascist forces in the world. The grand plan was to unite all
the navies of Europe for building a fascist world-empire. The first step was to
destroy Russia and add its naval force, and then take on the USA and finish
the job that Shelburne had failed to complete. The final imperial target was
the USA. It was assumed that once the USA was taken the rest of the world
would fall. The USA has always has been a thorn in the world of the British
Empire from the moment it claimed its independence. The new fascist impe-
rials saw America in the same light. But instead of aiding the grand fascist
empire, Churchill soured their plan. He couldn't stomach the idea of the British
Empire taking on a secondary role behind Hitler in the new United Fascist
World Empire. With Churchill's intervention the imperial financial support of
Hitler ceased. Churchill shifted the British Empire into a mode of damage
control in order to save the Empire. The US leadership became quickly aware
of the fascist danger brewing in Europe and the resulting danger to its exist-
ence. The American leaders had no choice but to foil the budding fascist
international alliance. It was inconceivable to suffer the loss of the American
republic and let the world go to hell under the boots of Hitler. Franklin
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Roosevelt knew he had no choice but to intervene and to take the war into
the fascist camp and defeat it on its own ground before its fire would engulf
the entire planet.

  "This meant fighting and defeating the entire fascist alliance simultane-
ously," said Steve. "It meant defeating the Japanese in the West and the
Hitler-dominated camp in Europe. Churchill had offered himself as an ally in
this fight. Roosevelt accepted, though it would be an alliance of opposites, a
republican-imperial alliance. He had no alternative. He also had to protect
Russia from falling into the hands of the United Fascist World Empire that was
envisioned. Thus, another alliance of opposites became necessary, the Ameri-
can Soviet alliance. But the hardest part was to get the USA itself to stand its
ground and fight for its survival. The population wanted peace. World War I
was still a bitter memory. Also, President Roosevelt had promised never to
attack another country. War was only allowed in self-defense to fight off an
aggression. If America was to wait till this aggression came to its shore, it
would have been too late. Fascism was at war with America clearly stated,
though undeclared, and so America had to be defeated. The American lead-
ership had no choice but to defend the nation. Neither would the British
Empire survive if America stayed out of the war. The Empire had all the
money in the world, but it didn't have the physical resources to defend itself
against the mounting wave of fascism it had helped to create.

  "That's when the tragedy began for America," said Steve. "It was
centered on getting America into the war. Naturally the imperial faction inside
America couldn't tell the truth about its fascist project to destroy America. It
needed a clever ruse with which to inspire America to enter the war in a big
way. While the President's hands were tied the forces of conspiracies were
free to move behind the scene in the unfolding theatre of conflicting political
imperatives that were already tearing at the roots of the republic? The task at
hand was to built a united front against a distant threat from distant lands from
an enemy that many actually admired. Roosevelt got around this political
impasse by supporting Europe logistically under the lend-lease plan, but that
promised to be hopelessly insufficient. As the Empire apparently saw it, the
USA had to be provoked into war early enough for the Empire to have a
fighting chance to assure its ultimate survival. Hitler had been baited in the
Atlantic to provoke America into war. But he didn't take the bait. Apparently
his hand was weak at the time. The kind of forces hadn't been assembled yet
that could take on the USA. Consequently America had to be provoked into
war by Japan.

  "How deep the threads of conspiracy where implanted into the Ameri-
can fabric, and by whom, is difficult to tell. It is evident however, that the train
of events for provoking America was set into motion in 1940," said Steve. "The
train started rolling when the US Navy ordered much of its western fleet to
be relocated to distant Hawaii, evidently to serve as bait there. Some naval
commanders warned that this was an utterly stupid move, as the fleet couldn't
be properly defended, but the objections were overruled. The bait itself
should have been obvious to the Japanese, but apparently it was also too
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tempting for them to pass it up. That's why the plan worked. Most likely that
attack plan was also pushed from the British imperial background. The British
Empire needed the USA to go to war to protect its hide from the Hitler
experiment that had gone wrong. If anyone needed the USA in the war it was
the British. By all accounts the Empire had enough inside support in Japan, and
in the USA and to assure that. For example, there had been lavish financing
forthcoming from high level American fondi to finance Hitler into power. Those
financial imperial interests didn't just fade into the background after Franklin
Roosevelt was elected President. They continued to support the Empire, and
with it the historic goal of the Empire that had always been to eradicate the
USA. All of these factors played together into the Pearl Harbor attack that
appears to have become the center of the greatest conspiracy of all times.

  "Of course the imperial plan worked," said Steve. "It appears that the
biggest task of the conspiracy was to hide or downplay the evidence. America
received reports in early June of 1941 that secret air-launched torpedo practice
exercises were in progress in a bay in Japan that was similar in shape to Pearl
Harbor. The reports went nowhere. In the mean time America had also broken
Japan's cipher code. We could read all of their secret coded messages. With
the intent established we gave the Japanese a few more reason to go for it.
We froze all Japanese assets inside the USA in June 1941, and imposed an oil
embargo. With this the stage was set that only a miracle could undo from this
point on, while the task for hiding the evidence became evermore daunting.

  "From the time that America had broken the Japanese military cipher
code until the Pearl Harbor attack began, 65,000 messages had been inter-
cepted. We knew that the attack on Pearl Harbor was on the agenda. We knew
that a fleet was on its way. At lest somebody knew. We even knew the exact
day for which the attack was planned. We knew it from Japan itself, from high
level sources. The critical task thus became evermore critical to hide that we
knew what was coming in order to allow the attack to proceed. America had
been given many warnings from many places that a huge operation was in
progress. We had received warnings from all over the world, from China, from
Java, we even received a report of a visual sighting by a Dutch U-boat. The
warnings must have seemed impossible to suppress, but they were. Not a word
of it got as far as Hawaii. Apparently, everything was done in utmost secrecy,
hidden under the national security blanket. But things were moving neverthe-
less. Ten days before the attack happened, all of America's modern and
valuable ships, such as the aircraft carriers, were ordered out of the harbor.
Only the 'junk' remained. Many of the capital ships in Pearl Harbor were old
battle wagons left over from World War I. By all accounts the 'junk' was
intentionally sacrificed.

  "It appears that final challenge under the cloak of secrecy was to
obscure the radar sightings of the approaching attack planes," said Steve.
"Apparently they managed that too. Since Hawaii had been kept in the dark
about the impending attack it was easy to obscure the sightings under a barrage
of excuses. The radar operators saw the approaching attack aircraft 140 miles
away. They saw them coming closer and closer; 100 miles, 80, 60, 40, 20! Even
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then, the American planes were kept on the ground until it was too late. The
bottom line appears to be that this catastrophe didn't just happen out of the
blue. It was invited, provoked, nursed along, and protected, and the allowed
to happen. Somebody set this thing up, and a lot of people covered it up all
along the way. It is difficult to know of course who knew what, when, and how
much. Nor does it really matter. What happened is totally foreign to American
culture and what America stands for as a nation, while it is totally native to
the imperial world and its mode of operation. America had begun to allow
itself to become imperialized."

  Here Steve paused and looked away. "Of course, conspiracies are easy
to weave. All the interlocked details might have had no connection with each
other," said Steve. "But when huge forces are at play and the sophistry
becomes established that the survival of your nation is potentially at risk,
rationality goes out the window and fear and corruptibility comes into play and
shapes the theatre of events. Then all kinds of things can happen that normally
would be impossible. Obviously, when the goal is to force a big resolve onto
by a peace-seeking nation, to go to war, one needs a massive outrage in the
population to get this resolve, and for that a huge sacrifice is required to get
the nation on its feet," said Steve almost inaudibly. "That's how America got
into the war. But did we win it, Tony? Did we win? History tells us that we did.
If America hadn't entered the war in a big way nobody would have stopped
Hitler. Hitler would likely have captured the world. Civilization would have
ended. We would all be shouting Heil Hitler today. America appears to have
saved the world to save itself. Of course it is hard to tell what would have
been had things been different. Nor could anyone foretell the future then,
when the decision had been made, by whoever did it, to get the USA into the
war as quickly as possible. Still, the question remains, did they make the right
choice? Could other paths have led to the needed result? It appears that no
one can answer that question with any degree of certainty. It appears however,
that by the nature of the choice that was made, America was on the road of
loosing the war, the very war that it needed to get into to save itself."

  Steve paused again. "America probably began loosing World War II
already as early as 1940, long before it officially entered the war, Tony," said
Steve quietly. "When America began to bait Japan with Pearle Harbor, America
began to let go its goal to achieve victory over fascism. From that day that
Japan was baited with an easy catch in Pearl Harbor the course to loosing the
final victory was established. A fascist plan had been out in control. The
American leadership had made a pact with the devil, creating one final
mistaken alliance of opposites. It had embraced fascism in order to fight
fascism.

  "Our coveted victory over fascism was eventually fully pushed out of
sight with the events of the 7th of December 1941 that involved the intentional
sacrifice of our own people. Yes, the events of the day mobilized the whole
of America, but it was wrought by the slaughtering of 2,400 soldiers and sailors.
For more than a year forces in America had been working towards this goal.
The plan to stage this catastrophe could have been aborted even in the last
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hour, but it wasn't. It was allowed to sequence on. Fascism already ruled us
from within. Of the sailors that were sacrificed that day 1,300 died when the
battleship Arizona exploded. Another 1,100 people were wounded that day.
America's leaders, whoever they were, had closed their eyes and let it
happen. And the nation went to hell from there.

  "Apparently this kind of sacrifice became an official strategy. It even
saved the day once in the great Battle of Midway half a year after Pearl
Harbor. The Midway Islands naval station was our farthest Pacific outpost, a
tiny speck at the end of the Hawaiian ridge, fifteen hundred miles west from
Honolulu. The Japanese Navy came to Midway with six aircraft carriers and a
huge armada of battle ships and destroyers to rout us from the Islands. We had
little to defend ourselves with. We had only three carries. One of them was
barely seaworthy. We had no battle ships and only a few lesser ships and
submarines. We were superior only in aircraft. Thus we sacrificed 32 torpedo
bombers without a fighter escort to draw out the Japanese, to draw them away
from their carriers. Once they were on their way we came in from behind to
pound the undefended fleet with dive-bombers. We destroyed three carriers
that day and damaged a fourth, enough to convince the Japanese to withdraw.
The three-hour event turned the tide of the war in the Pacific. The Battle of
Midway might have been the biggest naval battle in history, involving more than
600 aircraft and well over 100 ships. Its outcome enabled the defeat of Japan.
The entire war in the Pacific was eventually won on the stage of those huge
sacrifices when men were sent to their death to serve as bait. Of the 32
torpedo bombers only 6 survived. The sacrifice of these people's lives was
deemed a brilliant strategic achievement, and the outcome seems to prove it.
But was it really a success worth celebrating. Or was it just the outcome of
a growing reliance on sacrificing human beings in the strategic game? The
sacrifice should not have been necessary. The fact that they were tells us that
we had stepped another step further away from the victory over fascism that
we were seeking to save our civilization. The Battle of Midway might well be
counted one day as yet another battle that we won, for which we lost our path
to victory. That's a tough one to face, isn't it?

  "After America's leadership has been rolling down the track on this
slow moving train to hell for another four full years, America had become the
world-pioneer in sacrificing defenseless people for ever-weaker reasons. We
became the pioneers in the art of saturation firebombing and then atomic
bombing. Fascism had darkened our hearts and filled them with inhumanity and
hatred, and evermore lies. The firebombing of Japan is said to have been
inspired by revenge for Pearl Harbor. But if it was that, the revenge was itself
a cover-up for an atrocity that we invited, encouraged, and then lifted not a
finger to prevent it. In the rage of this hatred based on lies we became mass-
killers. City after city was burned with our firestorm of unimaginable ferocity.
For every American person that was killed in Pearl Harbor we burned a
thousand alive in our firestorms, and not just in Japan. In the city of Hamburg
in Germany we burned 50,000 people to death in a single operation spread
across six days. We bombed this dying city 69 times in the course on the war.
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We created firestorms within it with the velocity of hurricanes and with
temperatures hot enough to melt steel. We destroyed 250,000 houses and left
a million homeless. And that was only one city. That is proof that America had
lost the war. We lost our humanity, and we didn't defeat fascism.

  "The whole world had lost that war for similar reasons," said Steve.
"We didn't fight fascism, we embraced it and became its servants. The victory
in this war was on the site of fascism. Fascism prevailed. It became a global
'empire,' slightly different than it had been intended, but a global force
nevertheless. And the sacrifices continue to be made. I don't think that
anybody knows the final tally of people killed in World War II, and who did
the killing, because the killing still continues. Indeed how can anyone really
measure the scope of insanity that flows from the wave of killing when the
murder of a single human being is already an infinite crime? So, I say we have
a huge debt to repay to mankind, and a long way to go to get started with it.
We have a humanist obligation to heal the terrorist mentality that we spread
like a disease across mankind, beginning with the fire-bombing in World War
II, followed up by the atomic bombing and the Cold War terror, followed in
turn by the Islamic terror that we set in motion with the Arc of Crisis policy,
and that in addition to the racial terror, the economic terror, and our modern
military terror. Wherever there has been mass killing going on, and war, and
genocide, economic and otherwise, you can bet that American hands are
involved in some form. We have destroyed the image of mankind to the point
that people don't see the humanity of mankind anymore, and we see little of
it in America, too. For healing this wound this we have to uplift ourselves from
the sewer of the Palmerston crowd that represents this inhumanity, and then
rebuild our humanity on the basis of the Principle of Universal Love. This has
to be done, Tony, and it has to be done in a concrete fashion. The time for
word and ideological ranting is over. The time for active loving has become -
love manifest for human beings. People have been burned, looted, and dragged
into the mud for far too long, Tony. Building houses for people to live in as
human beings, giving them a chance to get out of the gutter and the slums of
Palmerston's world is a reasonable start I think, considering the huge debt we
owe to humanity to rebuild the human image that we've done so much to tear
down."

  Tony shook his head. "That's a noble intention, Steve, but unfortunately
the houses that you want to built wouldn't stay at your low price for more than
a day," said Tony. "The speculators would descend onto the dessert in droves
and buy up the whole lot and then raise the prices ten-fold, and the people
you build them for wouldn't be able to afford them. It seems to me that the
war that you say we have lost, has not yet been won, Steve. It keeps on killing,
and the killing remains protected."

  "No, Tony, the new houses wouldn't be caught up and resold at a
ransom," said Steve and grinned. He grinned in his wicked kind of way that
reveals that he has an unassailable argument up his sleeve that raises the whole
geometry of the discussion to a higher level. "The speculators can't buy what
no one owns," he said. "The new low-cost houses that we would build would
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remain the property of the nation in perpetuity, and the houses would remain
rent-free to protect them from the predators. Price gauging is impossible when
there is no price attached."

  "How can you then recover the construction cost if you make all the
houses rent-free?" Tony interrupted. "You can't give everybody a free $3,000
house in perpetuity."

  Steve raised his hand and pointed a finger at Tony, and then poked him
with it. "How do you recover the construction costs for your 750 fighter planes,
your F15s at 30 million a piece? How do you recover the construction of all
your other airplanes that you told us about, such as your billion dollar B2
bombers that you want to build 20 of ? And how do you recover the billions
it is costing the nation to keep all those killing machines serviced, fuelled, and
flying all over the world? You don't expect to recover a penny of the cost. You
call it an expense. Why then would you expect that you need to recover the
basic cost of living as a nation of human beings? Living is an expense to
society. Don't try to recover it, but make it as efficient as possible.

  "The housing cost that I propose is minimal really, in militarist terms?"
said Steve. "Write it off as a defense expenditure, the cost of defending
society from inhumanity. We have to get off the fascist highway. We need to
defend the nation against the poverty that is killing us all, and start where this
defense is most urgently needed. Why should we be gouging the cost of this
defense out of people's labor? Would we ask the soldiers in war to pay for
the bullets that they may need to defend their nation with? The great need
today is to defend our humanity and uplifted so that wars become history. The
first step to getting there is to raise the quality of human living for society as
a whole. That's what society needs to develop. A nation has no greater asset
than its people. Whatever is required for the development of this asset is a
universal expense, and the economy that results from it pays for all the
expenses. The worst that society can do is to neglect its greatest asset, which
is itself, and put its value in that which has no intrinsic value at all, such as
money. Of course, while your bomber fleet never pays us anything back and
is totally unnecessary, the investment in society's living and self-development
is enormously productive and absolutely necessary. Since this universal devel-
opment of society itself is necessary for the entire economic process, the
costs involved need to be paid since they are easily recovered in produced
economic riches, perhaps ten-fold. The economic process is a non-entropic
process. It doesn't wind itself down like the spring of a windup toy. It
becomes more powerful as it unfolds. In contrast the imperial looting process
is entropic. The imperial looting process drains the economic power of a
nation until the economic dynamism within grinds to a halt. That's the differ-
ence, Tony.

  "We have to get away from this grinding down into poverty," said Steve
emphatically. "To achieve that, the nation has to invest in itself, in its own
development. Houses for basic living that enable people to function as human
beings, is an infrastructure. Efficient living places are as necessary as are
efficient highways, bridges, and railroads. Efficient living is an element without
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which the economic engine cannot function. It is as necessary as any road or
bridge. Of course anyone can improve on the basic housing once it's built.
However, first the basic needs must be met. That's where we have to start in
a big way. From this first small step an economic development would begin
that would be second to none in the world. And this development will have
to be accomplished at the traditional rate of income that enables a family of
six to have a decent life with a single paycheck.

  "The initial core industries, of course, would be those that drive the
project itself," said Steve. "The first step would have to be to mass-produce
modular nuclear power plants. Those plants would naturally be of the leading
edge type, like today's 5th generation gas-cooled high-temperature pebble bed
reactors that are inherently save, efficient, inexpensive, run on thorium rather
than uranium, produce very little waste, and create new fuel in the process of
producing power. The mass-production of this nuclear-power engine could yield
an industry that might bootstrap the entire world into a new power-rich era.
There is a great need for small modular nuclear power plants in the 300-
megawatt range that one can simply pull off the shelf and install in a few
months.

  "Other brand new core industries might be developed in high-tech,
high-density, indoor farming," said Steve. "That's a frontier we haven't even
crossed into yet. This kind of industry would develop the technologies needed
for the coming Ice Age, but more important, it would enable efficient food
production in areas where the weather is too unstable or too cold, like in the
great desserts.

  "We might also build a new automobile industry centered on the new
materials, like basalt materials, ceramics and hydrogen as fuel that would be
produced from nuclear power. Today's tin lithys powered with gasoline, that we
call cars, are as archaic as houses built out of wood. We might even start an
industry for mass-producing trains. Interstate trucking shouldn't be happening.
It's an economic waste. It's an economic crime even, which happens to be
tolerated for the lack of a viable alternative. This alternative needs to be built.

  "Another new industry that we might bring on line would be a brand
new textile and shoe industry, and a brand new modern steel industry. Basalt
reinforced steel seems to offer really exciting possibilities. Just imagine being
able to create eight times stronger steel products of lighter weight and
radically reduced raw-steel inputs. This single advance would revolutionize
large sale construction, architectural freedom in design, engineering potentials,
even shipbuilding.

  "Education, of course, would have to be tuition-free as a national
resource," said Steve. "Students would be paid a living income. They would be
paid just as soldiers and civil servants are presently paid. Many of today's
largely unnecessary jobs would fall away, of course. Universal healthcare would
be free, of course, and be guaranteed. It would be regarded as a necessity for
protecting the greatest treasure that society has, which is itself as human
beings. Basic research in all the sciences would of course be another new and
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universally supported industry, an industry that produces the future today."

  Tony shook his head and interrupted Steve. "Nothing in the world will
bring the textile industry back to America, and any industry that we have lost.
We can't compete we slave labor prices," said Tony.

  "Why would we want to do that?" said Steve. "Why are you thinking so
small? Why would we even consider buying slavery products from other
nations if we can produce the products at a fraction of their cost with high-
technology industrial automation? Slave-labor production is not superior Tony,
or cheaper. Slave-labor production is the most expensive production method
there is. It uses up human labor as a resource. The only reason why we can
buy cheap slave-labor products in the USA is that those products are sold to
us way below the actual cost of production. Slave labor doesn't build a country
up, it grinds it into the ground by destroying society's most precious resource,
it people. The slave-labor process doesn't pay for education, housing, culture,
health care, national improvements, which are all necessary to maintain a
developing society. In many cases the slave-labor process doesn't even pay for
enough food and clothing. In fact, it enslaves the existing industry in a country
and the country's resources to service the slavery mills. The slavery economy
is an economic time bomb, Tony. It is vastly more destructive than commu-
nism was designed to be. The world of free living that I propose would a free
world in which all the barriers are removed that would hinder us from realizing
our highest potential for enriching one another's existence. This goal is not
realized by enslaving one another, but by making everything that we do as
efficient as it can possibly be made so that we can do a week's worth of work
in an hour and devote the rest of our energy to improving our humanity and
to do the things we like best, which invariably makes us more innovative and
productive. We would certainly produce our own textiles and clothing and
shoes in our new free world that I propose. We would be proud of our new
products. They would also be less costly than even the cheapest slavery
product, as they would be produced with the most efficient automated
technological processes that can be devised."

  "And who would make the kind of investment to build those high tech
plants for you?" said Tony. But as he said this he began to smile.

  "Who would make the investment?" Steve repeated. "Look at the tip
of your finger, Tony. Who does it point to? It points to you, to us all, to the
nation. Why shouldn't the nation build advanced facilities for itself ? If we need
them, why shouldn't we build them? And if we can finance them ourselves why
would we go to the moneybags and beg, and have the imperial vultures stand
behind our back demanding slavery-product profits? Why shouldn't we extend
all the financial credits to ourselves that we need to make the human process
as efficient as we can possibly make it in order to get the most of our labor?
That's how we need to start to prepare the world for the next Ice Age."

  "But you can't do this, Steve," Tony interrupted. "You need to keep the
production plants private for the nation to have something to invest in for its
future."
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  "Sure Tony, they private operators will take your money alright that you
invest for the future. Then they disassemble the plant and ship it to China and
you end up holding the bag. America's private pension dream will go up in a
puff of smoke soon, because you can't steal from the present to improve the
future. That's a fallacy, though it is happening a great deal these days. Never-
theless, it doesn't produce anything. The economy is collapsing by stealing from
the present. The trend in stealing from the present is towards a no-hope future.
Society is investing in all kinds of future-funds, but it's building a trap for itself.
Building a trap, however, can hardly be called investing. It's stealing."

  Tony raised his hand to interrupt. "No Tony," said Steve, "the core
industries need to be owned by the nation and they need to constantly
upgraded in the present and be kept at the leading edge, as a foundation for
the future. Besides, why would you want to invest in the future anyway? You
live in the present, and you will always live in the present. You can never live
in the future. Your goal must therefore be to make the present as richly
productive for the whole society, and to keep it that way. Why would anyone
steal from the present where all the future development begins? We invest for
the future by making the present as explosively profound as it can possibly be.
In our free world there would be no old-age retirement. Why should there be?
Why would anyone want to retire from life when living is rich, fulfilling, and
exciting? Doesn't life always offer new opportunities? Why would anyone want
to retire in front of the TV and die? In our free world there would be plenty
of opportunities for free traveling and expanding horizons to enrich the world,
because the world would be one vast market place ruled by fairness and the
Principle of Universal Love. Our automated housing production technology, for
instance, would likely be shared with China in a fair exchange, and also with
India. China has 800 million people living in deep poverty with 100 million of
them being essentially homeless living in virtual caves. China's most urgent
need is for efficient inexpensive housing so that all of China's people can live
like human beings. That's the kind of foundation for building their country up
that we can help them with, as we are building our humanity up. And which
country doesn't need this kind of help and offers opportunities for rewarding
experiences and human interaction? That's what's needed Tony. So why would
we continue to build billion dollar bombers and drop bombs onto people to
kill them, when we could help them to live like human beings and enjoy with
them the wonderful worlds they can create out of the depth of their diverse
cultural backgrounds? Why would we bomb our neighbors? Why wouldn't we
rather export good things instead of dropping bombs, and be proud of our
ability in uplifting the image of mankind?"

  Of course, we have to enrich our own country also, from one end to
the other," I said to Tony. "Free building sites for rent-free houses and entire
cities would likely be offered by communities all over the place, just for the
economic uplift and vitality the new places would bring. The free-city living
would also become incorporated into the old cities to keep the old cultural
diversity alive. I can see older cities not just offering free housing, but also
offering advanced environments in competition with each other to attract
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people. Once it is becoming recognized that the people of society, beyond
anything else, are a society's most precious resource, then city's will be in a
general competition with each other to attract more people with long term
promises and long term potentials. The resulting universal development proc-
ess would most certainly transform the whole of America."

  "Sure it would," said Tony and then laughed. "It would hit like a bomb
in today's world. You would accused of undermining established processes.
Who would pay a thousand each month on a mortgage when the same kind of
quality living, or better, can be obtained free? Likewise, who would continue
to commute four to six hours a day to get to work from those high mortgage
places, when in the new cities the new industries can be reached within
minutes and offer better pay? People would walk away in droves from the
world of high-cost living. The exodus from the old cities, the slums, and from
the high-mortgage houses, would wreck the entire speculative mortgage system
that has become the backbone of the speculative financial system. The whole
financial system would break down instantly, which relies on the steady stream
of tribute money flowing in from the high mortgage payments."

  "Wouldn't the end of this looting system be a good thing?" said Steve.
"The whole system is presently sick. It has become a horrendous form of
stealing. The financial vultures that run the show got the private Federal
Reserve to create real estate credits out of nothing. Other vultures then drive
up the prices by speculation. Horrendous profiteering happens at every step
along the way. That's why house prices are ten times of what they should be,
even now. The current high-cost mortgages turn countless families into volun-
tary slaves. The whole system has become a new form of money laundering.
The process starts with money created out of nothing, which is then used to
get society to contribute the lion's share of its labor to feed the vultures that
run the process. Don't you think the time has come to end this money
laundering slavery process? The basic requirements for living, like having a roof
over the head, should have never been turned into a profit engine. It should
be free, because that's what the welfare of society depends on, like free
roads, free bridges, free universal health care and free universal education.
Even basic transportation should be free. That's the fundamental element of
the General Welfare Principle. That's like a farmer sowing the best seeds he
can get onto his field and to sow them in rich measure and then apply enough
fertilizers. If the farmer doesn't do that, he is working against himself. If
society doesn't support itself with the most basic necessities for living, it is
working against itself. It is literally shooting itself into the foot."

  "The General Welfare Principle is dead in America," said Tony and
laughed. "There's nothing left of it. Haven't you heard we are even dynamiting
our public hospital system now, which are said to stand in the way of the
private hospitals that operate as profit engines. We are privatizing anything
now. We call the General Welfare principle, 'socialism.' We slander public
electric utilities that sell their electricity to society at cost. Everything that a
person needs to exist, especially the basic necessities, such as housing,
transportation, health care and education have all been turned into profit
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engines to prevent America from becoming a 'socialist' state. America wants
to be a capitalist society in which only 20% of society can live a decent life
and the rest live as slaves." Tony kept on laughing.

  "You shouldn't be joking about this," said Ushi.

  "I am not joking," said Tony. "That is what America is committed to.
If Peter were to stand before Congress and suggest that we should divert the
funding for one single B2 bomber to eradicate homelessness and slum living in
America and give America a brand new start, he would be branded a socialist
traitor and be run out of the country. They would scream at him in a rage. The
would predict that the moment that America would open the socialist gateway,
the world would instantly line up at America's doorstep, wanting free housing.
The country would be overrun."

  Tony turned to me quietly. "Would you really do this, Peter? You may
have dared to tell the President that he is an idiot and should resign, but would
you dare take the next step and stand before Congress and propose universal
socialism, declaring that all people in America have a right to a decent life as
human beings, as have all the people in the world? I bet you wouldn't dare
go that far. You wouldn't stand a chance."

  "Why wouldn't I stand a chance, Tony?" I replied and laughed. "It
would be to the greatest benefit for America and the world if I did this. In
fact America needs more people to develop its potential. We should want
people to come lining up at our doorstep to help build America up. We would
want America to be rich in people. Indeed we would build this free housing
project right now, immediately, if we were free of Palmerston's imperial
poverty in thinking, including his lies and his sophistry in the defense of slavery.
That is what sophistry has always been, an invention of lies to maintain the
illusion that slavery is good, that grinding a people into the ground enriches
society. Pericles of Athens was the undisputed master-liar in this art, but he
couldn't avoid the consequences of hiding the truth. Athens collapsed. Rome
collapsed, likewise. Every empire has collapsed, and so will Palmerston's
empire collapse together with America that has become its appendage. And
it's all natural, Tony. When society resorts to slavery, or merely condones it,
it grinds itself into the dust whereby it dies a slow death. It's an agonizing
process this slow dying. Athens spent seventy years, much of it under Pericles'
leadership, to commit suicide. Rome died even more slowly. It took Rome
600 years to kill itself. Of course its death agony was prolonged since it was
not just killing itself, but was killing much of Europe alongside with it. Of
course, it will take America far less time to kill itself than it did Rome, and
to expand the suicide globally. Rome had been slow to learn from Athens, but
Rome perfected it. Hitler advanced it into the modern age. Never had a nation
been dying in greater slow-agony than the nation of Hitler's Germany did,
which had been like America is today, an Appendage to Palmerston's empire
that is likewise in its death throes. It has never been fun for any nation to die
in a long-dawn-out suicide. It has taken historically the most intense sophistry
that could be devised to make the death struggle appear pleasant."
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  "In America the time may not be too distant when the sophistry begins
to wear thin and holes begin to show," said Steve. "So, I'm saying, 'Why wait?
Why not drill the holes now? Why not rip off the sophistry that smothers
America and give America a chance to save itself while it still can, and heal
the world that is has deeply injured in its stupor."

  I agreed with Steve.

  "But you don't dare to do it," said Tony to me. "Otherwise you would
have done it by now. It's like your thing with Heather. You had big scientific
ideas, but when you faced the real world you couldn't move. You got scared,
You got stuck. You got small. You proved yourself to be impotent. I fact, you
were probably glad that day at the SandCastle when your affair with Heather
fell apart so that you wouldn't have to face the greater challenge of inviting
her to your home in Pittsburgh. You were an idealistic amateur then and not
a practical man. It seems you haven't changed much."

  "You are accusing me of essentially the same thing that Palmerston has
been accusing me of last night," I said to Tony calmly. "He has been telling
me for hour after hour that the world cannot be changed and be uplifted into
a renaissance world because his Illuminati clubs own every player in the world
and determine the way society thinks, including the President, the Congress,
and the Senate. Democracy has been bought, lock, stock, and barrel. He told
me America, as any other nation on the planet, no longer owns itself, and is
therefore impotent. He called a amateurs. That's what he drilled into me for
three hours. And now you are saying the same thing. But it's all a song of
sophistry, Tony, the kind of song that turns us into slaves. And why should we
be slaves? Our country is rich. The world is rich."

  "America has 170,000 cubic-kilometers of basalt deposits, the finest
building material that one could hope for," Steve interrupted. "This material
doesn't corrode like iron. It doesn't rot like wood. It's non-flammable, strong,
and yet recyclable. One can even strengthen even steel with it. And you say
we won't use it? We won't even have to dig it out of the ground, Tony. It's
sitting on the surface, in the open, ready to be picked up. There was a time
when we regarded the oil that was oozing out of the ground in America as a
nuisance, as it made the ground mucky. Now that we created the technologies
to use this oozing oil, we sing a different tune. We power your world with it.
Basalt is the same thing for the New World of free human living. Basalt will
change the world as we begin to work with it. And India has even bigger
deposits of basalt than America has. I have heard figures mentioned of
deposits in India in the order of over half a million cubic-kilometers. That's all
sitting in above-surface deposits. There's probably enough of this material in
the India, all by itself, to cover all of Eurasia and Africa deeper than a man
stands high. It's literally inexhaustible, meaning that it can never be used up.
I can see us using this material to build indoor agriculture and to build bridges
across the oceans, miles-wide floating bridges to connect the continents, all
carrying hypersonic trains in vacuum tubes, like subways, travelling at speeds
over ten thousand miles an hour. Why would anyone want to resist this
enormous development potential that we have readymade at our feet, and not
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use it?"

  "I am only telling you what I see," said Tony, countering me. "Obviously
Palmerston was right in what he said to you," said Tony. "You are a dreamer,
an amateur. The practical world is totally different than you think. It's a tiny,
small world today. And you want to change that? Don't make me laugh."

  "That's precisely what Palmerston had said repeatedly," I replied Tony.
"And we'll prove him wrong, or else we won't survive."

  "Who is this Palmerston anyway?" said Steve.

  I shrugged my shoulders. "He didn't say. He suggested that my friends
would fill me in. Fred might know."

  "Maybe Ross does," said Steve quietly after some moments of silence.

  I gave Steve the man's full name as "William Palmerston," according to
what I remembered.

  Steve shrugged his shoulders. He stood up and motioned us to follow.
"Let's ask Ross," he said.

  We returned to our seats in the front of the plane and found Ross
sleeping. "Ross!" said Steve, waking him up by pushing at the back of his seat
repeatedly, "does the name William Palmerston mean anything to you?"

  Ross mumbled something in protest. "Who is Palmerston?" His voice
came thinly from the front, as faintly spoken as if he was still sleeping.

  "He's the man Pete met last night," Steve replied and repeated the
name.

  There was a moment of silence. Eventually Ross' head shot up. He
seemed awake suddenly. "I recall a Palmerston having been 'employed' in one
of the great royal houses of Europe. That was some time ago. He may still be
a part of the crowd. Most likely they serves the fondi. They all do. Even the
Sovereign is no longer sovereign in his own land. Palmerston may be a part of
the high echelon, the inner circle. I believe he is the chief policy advisor in
spiritual matters in some more-than-high places."

  "Spiritual perversion is evidently still a valued method for grabbing the
conscience of society," Steve replied to Ross. "It may be the modern equiva-
lent of the political perversion of the Decalogue by some ancient priests that
turned the law of God into the world's most powerful sophistry. That sophistry
is still ruling society today. It was enforced with terror in ancient days. They
brutally stoned people to death for none-compliance. Apparently terror is still
the spiritual ruler today, only the method has been modernized. Palmerston
certainly did his utmost to terrorize Pete into accepting impotence has his only
option. Of course the religions have always been terrorizing society into
compliance with their demands under the threat of present and eternal dam-
nation. This threat is designed to destroy people as human beings, so that they
can then become 'born' again as puppets."

  "The name of the man that I am referring to is William," Ross added.
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"I believe he is also known in those circles as the Rock. Maybe that's him on
the tape. I have heard him being referred to as Willie the Rock - the rock on
whom the empire is anchored. Except, why would he be in Venice? I believe
he resides in the UK."

  "Where else would you be if you were Willie the Rock?" Steve asked.
"If you knew that the SDI would be scrapped in Venice at the scientist's
conference, you would want to be there to monitor the tone of the speeches."

  Ross requested the tape from me again and listened to the beginning
of it once more. Eventually his head popped up again. His hand appeared with
a finger pointing at me while the hand was trembling. "You really did talk to
Willie the Rock. You have talked to the highest policy officer of the largest
private empire that has ever been created on the face of the planet, and you
have told that man to go to hell! This can have repercussions."

  Then he pointed the finger at Steve. "And you have dared to pull the
rug out from under him by suggesting that mankind needs to create an Ice Age
Renaissance in which his empire would have no place."

  I told Ross that I hoped that our efforts in Venice would have
extremely serious repercussions; but not for us; for the Empire. Then I told
him that Tony suggested that we kick the empire into the butt by eradicating
slum living and homelessness in America, and then do the same around the
world. I told that we should do it by creating free housing in brand new cities
and a whole lot of other things to promote the self-development of society.
Then I suggested to Ross that he listen to the entire tape and determine for
himself whether Tony's suggestion of jumpstarting the universal welfare of
society with free housing is really the only possible answer for breaking the
sophistry of the empire that is strangling the world to death.

  "I proposed to give the truth of the royalty of the human being a
physical dimension," said Tony to Ross.

  "I propose that we use this proof of the truth to drill holes through
every piece of sophistry that Palmerston stands on," said Steve. "And we must
keep at it until the whole thing disintegrates, empire and all, and mankind can
live again."

  With having said this, I allowed myself to fall asleep, finally. I felt that
it was somebody else's task now, to shoulder that burden of exposing
Palmerston's crap.

  Before I fell asleep I could hear Steve explain to Ross that none of
that really mattered in the end. "Ultimately, the fondi, or the imperials, or
whoever they may be, have no power. They don't have the power to circum-
vent the principles of economy. They have to obey these principles that they
cannot avoid. Right now, they think they cannot do this, thus they cannot avoid
the consequences that will eventually destroy their empire. The only question
that remains is how many people the imperials are going to take into the grave
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with them?" Steve also suggested that this question needs to be answered by
humanity itself. Steve told him that Tony had proposed that not a single person
would need to be dragged into this grave, and therefore shouldn't be, that we
can create for all a richly human world.

  In Miami our luxurious flight ended. We transferred to an old, worn out
junk pile that the Air Force used for local transportation. The junk pile took
us to a military airfield near Alamogordo, New Mexico. There, we boarded an
equally worn out bus to the White Sands Missile Range. It was at the 'range'
that we had the great pleasure of spending four days scrutinizing the dessert.
Tony, though, went directly to Washington to deliver the tape and the letter
to Fred. Somehow, getting rid of these had made the atmosphere seem lighter.

  Beautiful sunsets and cool temperatures marked the evenings at the
missile range. After the sunsets, Ushi usually conveyed her findings to Berlin
and to Moscow, and after this; we all relaxed at the 'hotel' pool, since there
was nothing else to do.

  The dismantling of the labs didn't really get started until the second
day after we arrived. There was a final demonstration of the lasers arranged,
for a select group of journalists from all over the world. Each operational
model was powered for one last burn. Some of them were melting rock over
a forty-mile distance. The eximer laser experiment was powered, as adver-
tised, by its array of car batteries, just as we had seen this on film in Venice.
The eximer burn was the most exciting. It caused a missile nose cone to
virtually explode.

  We stayed at the site until the conversion of the labs to none-military
research was well under way. Actually, there wasn't much to see in fundamen-
tal changes. Basic research is basic research, only the funding for it suddenly
became an open question. The military offices were cleared out. The research-
ers were put on the open market for private companies to snatch up their
remaining contract time for the price of a song. Their expertise was evidently
valuable to the machine building industry. The application of high powered
lasers for industrial processing, molecular conversion, mining, metallurgy, was
a wide open field with an untapped potential for benefits that promised to be
as exciting and beneficial as the SDI Space Program had been that had been
sabotaged into virtual non-existence.

  The next stop for us, on the way home, was Washington DC and the
White House visit. I had expected a substantial visit, a few words about the
future of the country with the man who had changed the course of the world.
Instead we had tea and crumpets and some meaningless discussion on horse
racing that I knew absolutely nothing about.
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  Tony met us again in Washington, late in the afternoon. Everything had
been arranged for us by then. Puff the Magic Dragon, dutifully, delivered us
back to our rock above the beach. Ross had suggested Steve and Ushi that they
should stay with us for a while, "for as long as they liked." They certainly liked
the view from Ross' place. They agreed to stay for a visit, "but not for too
long."

  For me, all of these events had come full circle. I stood once more
on Ross' balcony where this whole sequence had started. I pointed out to
Steve where the fishing trawler had been that had fired the missile at us that
night.

  Tony and I finally retrieved our shovels and the chain saw the next
morning that we had left at the bottom of the trail before all the hoopla began.

  Fred called us from Washington a day later. "Guess what the reaction
from Moscow was?" he asked.

  "No comment," I replied.

  "That's right! How did you know?"

  "I meant that I had no way of knowing, Fred."

  "I think it is the best reaction we can expect," said Ross on the other
phone. "Since the package was presented without strings attached, and it was
accepted as such, what official comments could there have been made?"

  Fred accepted that assessment. He said he had told the President that
the greatest benefit we could expect to realize from the entire affair would
lie in an area where it cannot be measured, unless someone can measure the
none-occurrence of further cruise missile incidents.

  Here the words from the man of the fondi came to mind again. "...All
of this will happen and there is nothing that you can do about it."

  Fred agreed with Palmerston on this point. He also agreeing with Steve
that Palmerston might be a dissident who has become scared of the conse-
quences that the empire had in store for humanity if the fondi are not stopped.
Fred suggested that Palmerston may have tried to enlist our help in shutting
down his empire before it destroys the world, and that he may have wanted
to impress on us how difficult this task would be, and were the weak flanks
are found that we should consider. "He is right," said Fred, "if we don't use
what he gave us and somehow win this battle for the sake of us all, we will
look at this day with shame, for then we will surely remember that we had
the chance in our hands and hadn't done what is required to save civilization
if not humanity as a whole."

  Ushi's response was that she needed time off, to get away from this
creeping darkness that had issued forth from the fondi. She said that it had
overcome us all and was filtering into our very soul, a kind of disease that had
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infected us so gradually that we had barely noticed it. She said that she had
realized this in the dessert during those last few days. She said that she was
astonished when she recognized how much we had lost of ourselves in the
battle against the forces of the underworld in Venice that no one can really
see, but which degrade everything that is linked to life. She said that she
needed to go back to the dessert for a week or two, to recover herself, to
cure the soul. "We need this, or else we'll have nothing to fight with," she
added.

  "That won't be a problem," I assured her. I feel the same way. "I'll
come with you if you like," I said. "You won't need to go alone," I added and
began to grin.

  "If that's all you want, that's easily arranged," said Tony. "Puff the magic
dragon will be at your service," he said to Ushi and bowed.

  Steve had other plans. "I have traveled enough," he said. "You guys go.
I take my rest at the beach. I also have a feeling that there is a lot that Ross
and I can teach each other."
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Postscript for the novel

 Science fiction is often used as a tool to explore a possible future.
Science fiction can also be used to explore in metaphor certain fundamental
principles that are normally obscured by conventions and myths or for political
objectives. In addition, the writing of fiction can be interwoven with aspects
of the real world in such a manner that a number of fictional elements appear
real, while real elements appear fictional as this happens so often in life. All
of these elements have been utilized in this novel.

 In Chapter 1, Wreck Beach University, the point is explored that war
is fundamentally a human-relationships problem, rather than a technological
problem. Therefore it cannot be resolved as a technological issue. In fact, any
attempt to address technologically what is not a technological problem covers
up the real issue. This covering-up process is metaphorically countered in the
novel in a nudist beach story.

 In Chapter 2 and 3, Emergency Mission and Unity, a surreal sense of
social unity is brought to light that appears totally fictional, but represents
nevertheless some profound elements of truth. Some of these elements were
put on the table by America's spiritual pioneer of the 19th and 20th Century,
Mary Baker Eddy with her discovery of the divine Principle of scientific mental
healing.

 In Chapter 4, The Incompetence of the King, the focus is put on the
question of democracy, but not in the way that democracy is commonly
understood. It comes to light as something far greater than a process of
counting votes and running an elected government. It is understood as a
process of taking responsibility in an active manner by society itself, for itself.
The end-result is that society IS the real king and needs to regard itself in that
manner, and the elected President or leader must therefore be regarded as a
servant in office by design. This essential concept of democracy appears to
have become rather fictional in our time. But why should it be that?

 In Chapter 5 and 6, Our Seashore Paradise and Shadow in the Night,
a nuclear cruise missile is launched against the USA. The story is complete
fiction of course. In the story the nation is ultimately saved by the effort of
two 'little' people who took responsibility to protect the nation. They stepped
across all the established barriers and did what was necessary in the moment
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of this crisis to save the country. Acts such as these appears rather fictional.
Society is no longer thinking in terms of taking responsibility for the general
welfare of itself as a nation, much less of humanity as a whole. People have
become too wrapped up in little issues and blind to the processes that its
existence depends on. When a crisis erupts they simply protest. But in a ten
minute nuclear war that convention breaks down. While the story and its
heroism is fictional, the danger isn't that mankind has created for itself by
refusing to take the responsibility to live profoundly as human beings.

 In Chapter 7, Unto the Top of the World, the question of strategic
defense is explored. In this case the focus is on America's (by now) long-
forgotten SDI program. The question is asked whether a missile defense
system is invariably a provocation, or whether it can actually save mankind if
it is developed cooperatively by all nations, thereby creating a platform for
unity and universal cooperative development? How often has a country's
leadership provoked its nation into war under the guise of defending it? That
never happens. That's fiction, right? No it isn't. And neither is it fiction that
America once had invited the world, especially the Soviet Union, to coopera-
tively develop a global Strategic Defense Initiative based on new physical
principles. The goal was to protect all mankind from the 65,000 nuclear bombs
it had created to eradicate one-another. It is also a historic fact that the
Soviets refused. Evidence exists that the Soviets even demanded that the
author of the strategic defense proposal be imprisoned, who was promptly
incarcerated for five years on contrived charges. His name is Lyndon H.
LaRouche Jr., America's most widely known and globally respected economist.
He had warned the Soviets that if they continued their own strategic defense
in isolation, the economic burden would burn out their economy in five years.
The Soviet Union collapsed in six years. Looking back today, this part of
history still looks like a saga of pure fiction, as do many associated elements
of this part of history.

 In Chapter 8, The Shockwave Effect, the recognition dawns that the
world is presently in a historic boundary zone moving towards momentous
changes in our world in which nearly all of the present standards are doomed
to become irrelevant unless measure are taken to actively redirect society's
path ahead. Some early shockwaves are already developing. This corresponds
with the rarely known phenomenon in fluid dynamics where the shockwave that
results from supersonic flight begins to develop already in the boundary zone
before the sound barrier is actually broken. This boundary zone phenomenon
may appear like science fiction, while it is quite real. On October 6, 1997, a
jet vehicle, the famous "ThrustSSC" was photographed by Richard Meredith-
Hardy at the Black Rock Dessert, Nevada, travelling at approximately Mach
0.95 with a powerful sonic shockwave effect being clearly visible. (See: http:/
/www.flymicro.com/photolib/) Eleven days later the vehicle did break the
sound barrier at 1223.657 kmph. (See: http://www.andrewgraves.biz/ssc_stuff/
SSC_pics.htm) The point is that a lot of phenomena already begin to be felt
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in the boundary zone in many respects, economically, politically, socially,
ideologically, and meterologically.

 In Chapter 9, Glass Sculptures, the focus is on what kind of world we
can create for ourselves when love becomes developed rather than rejected,
a process which determines our future. While some leaders dream to be
reborn as a deadly virus to eliminate 'overpopulation' and other people
proclaim that the human journey isn't anything special, the reality is that it has
the potential to be a light more sparkling than the stars. And after all, that's
all we've got. However, is the potential for its further development fictional,
or is it real though largely unrealized? Perhaps it depends on how we develop
the human journey from the root of its key element, the Principle of Universal
Love.

 In Chapter 10, The Venice Project, the cover story is about scrapping
America's SDI program, while the real story behind the scene is much more
far-reaching. An Ice Age Renaissance proposal for the strategic defense of all
mankind is presented as a platform for defending mankind against the poten-
tially devastating influence of the return of the next Ice Age. This larger
project is fictional, of course. Such a proposal has never been officially put
forward anywhere at any time. Actually the scientific background for such a
proposal in the story didn't exist in the mid-1980s, the timeframe of the story.
Consequently the actual timeline of the unfolding scientific awareness has
been ignored in order fit today's advanced perceptions into the story, so that
the story reflects the leading edge perception of our modern time. The names
of the scientists that are mentioned in the Ice Age related part of the story
are real.

 (See: 21st Century Science and Technology Magazine, Fall 2005, p.4 - see:
http://21stcenturysciencetech.com/Articles%202005/NoGlobalWarm.pdf - and
Winter 2003/4 p.52 - see: http://www.21stcenturysciencetech.com/Arti-
cles%202004/Winter2003-4/global_warming.pdf - Also note the statement writ-
ten for the US Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
March 2004 by Prof. Zbigniew Jaworowski Chairman, Scientific Council of
Central Laboratory for Radiological Protection Warsaw, Poland; see: http://
www.john-daly.com/zjiceco2.htm )

 In Chapter 11, Perfidious Albion, the nature of conspiracies is ex-
plored in a surreal fashion by drawing on the numerous conspiracy theories that
fill the 'airwaves' often without a shred of proof, which nevertheless fit the
pattern of the imperial conspiracies that came out the background of the old
Venetian Empire. The 'art' of deep-reaching multilevel conspiracies has been
the backbone of every empire ever since. Empires are built and held together
by conspiracies. What then separates reality and fiction in this world? I don't
think anybody really knows. In the story, the names are all fictional, and the
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dimension has been kept somewhat surreal. One common name, that of
Palmerston, was chosen for the main character, a name that also links back to
the early days of the British Empire, the largest empire of modern time. The
term, Perfidious Albion, however is not from the realm of fiction, and so is
the comparison of empires with tectonic plates. Both concepts were presented
to journalists in Germany in the 1990s around the time of the East Timor crisis.

 In Chapter 12 and 13, Lord of Darkness and Lord of the Rings, the true
meaning of weapons of mass destruction is explored against the background of
Tolkien's saga, The Lord of the Rings. Tolkien is a master in linguistics and
metaphors, exposing elements that hide the truth, like the truth that the atom
bomb was coveted as a terror weapon long before it became a reality and
remains a terror weapon to the present day. We had 65,000 such terror
weapons in the world in the mid 1980s, of which we have 20-40,000 left in
various forms, while new ones are still being built including new mini nukes that
are ideal for terrorist purposes. If it wasn't for the secret love affair by the
imperial world with terrorism, we would likely have disabled all of the nuclear
bombs by now, including the 'daisy cutters,' as the latest weapons of mass
destruction are called. From a physical standpoint it wouldn't take long to
create a nuclear-weapons-fee world. All the nukes in the world can be disabled
in a week if society decides to value its humanity. We know where they are
located, and the task to disable them isn't that difficult.

 The tern "Daisy Cutter" that is used in the story is actually the code
name of the modern fuel-air bomb, a conventional weapon of mass destruc-
tion. It vaporizes volatile fuel over a large area and then ignites it, causing a
hyper-pressure envelope that forces a person's lungs out through the mouth,
and in lesser cases suffocate the victims as it burns the oxygen out of the air.
The "Daisy Cutters" were reportedly used in Afghanistan against unwanted
terrorists. Notwithstanding this, terrorism is hailed in principle. It has been said
that "one man's terrorist is another man's freedom fighter." The statement
comes from London to answer why London had been the headquarters of over
30 international terrorist organizations during the Soviet era. Here reality and
fiction intermingle while the real world supercedes in horror what would be
acceptable as credible fiction. The danger finally becomes complete when our
love for our humanity, that should be profoundly real, falls itself into the realm
of fiction.

 In Chapter 14, Drilling Holes into Sophistry, we look at the fiction
of lies that have blacked history, that have dragged the world into the sewer
and endangered the future of humanity. We find the sphere of sophistry a
captivating 'prison,' often by our own consent and free will. Here too, fiction
and fact appear to be reversed as society becomes strangled in its box that
it finds no exit from, except through love, which it denies as an option. The
challenge becomes raised that society rebuilds its humanity by, for starters,
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eradicating homelessness and slum living with a million new houses provided
for free, whereby the whole of society would come out richer. While such a
project could be easily accomplished in the USA with the available financial,
technological, and material resources, society chooses to deny itself that
potential and remains being mired in inhumanity, contend in poverty and
smallness. In this area fact and fiction are revered in a surreal manner by
which the present world should be deemed fictional, because it denies the
actual dimension of our humanity.

 In Chapter 15, Clothed with the Sun, the focus is on the 'Royal Dance'
in acknowledging the native value of our humanity. The 'Royal Dance' is a
dance carried in metaphor by dancers in their native attire, being "clothed with
the sun" as seen by John in the biblical book of Revelation. Here, the surreal
element is the truth. But should it remain surreal?

 In Chapter 16, The Supreme Being, we find a contest being staged
between the unyielding rigidity of old religiosity (The Man of The Cloth), and
the irrationality of modern religious fundamentalism unfolding from imperial
cultural warfare. We find both standing in contrast with an awakening daring in
society to look at the naked reality of our humanity. The stage becomes in
metaphor a civil hearing for an application for a nudist beach project, but in
real terms it becomes an exploration of who we really are as human beings.

 In Chapter 17, Resurrecting Carmen, the focus is on the dimension of
the Principle of Universal Love. This principle has also been threaded through
all of the other chapters. In its final chapter the question is asked, how can
we rescue Carmen? Carmen is the woman of Spain, in George Bizet's opera
by the same name. She stands for universal freedom, but is killed by her lover
who wants to 'privatize' her love. The tragedy of Carmen stands in metaphor
for the tragedy of the American nation that established her freedom from
imperialism as a Federal Credit Society, but which surrendered that freedom
and with it her life-force as a nation at Christmastime in 1913. After a 138-year
imperial war America became indeed privatized. It's currency and credit
creation was placed into the hands of private imperial central banks operating
for profit instead of for the development and the welfare of the nation.
America had become an Imperial Monetarist Society. A dozen years after its
historic defeat, America, the once most powerful nation on the planet was
'dying.' With its stock market crashed and its economy collapsed, the greatest
depression in its history literally 'consumed' the nation. After a brief FDR
holiday between 1933 to 1945, America is sliding back once more into the
same condition.

 In order to rescue Carmen in both spheres, it seems to be necessary
to rewrite history. When seen from the standpoint of the Principle of Universal
Love, America lost World War I on the 23rd of December 1913, and lost it for

Postscript for the novel



48

the whole world. It lost the war against empire that it started on July 4th 1776
when it claimed its independence from the Britain emporium with generous
logistical, financial, and ideological support from many parts of the world.
America had started a world war against empire. It was fighting for a New
World for itself and for all people around the planet. But it lost the battle after
standing its ground for 138 years. By acknowledging this profound defeat as an
element of history, society may yet rouse itself to a higher perception of self-
worth than is presently prevailing. Thus it may yet rescue itself from the
looming tragedies of an already unfolding global economic collapse and from
the not too distant return of the Ice Age that nobody cares to acknowledge.

 The final question therefore is this: Does the Principle of Universal Love
really belong into the land of fiction, where it is barely located even now? Or
does it belong into the real world? Every thread of every calamity in the real
world seems to converge at its root at the denial of this principle. Perhaps this
may also be the reason why the Principle of Universal Love appears to be the
most difficult element of civilization to come to terms with. The German poet
Friedrich Schiller lamented a long time ago that the great moments in history
all too often found society a small people. That still holds true, tragically so.
Perhaps it is here where the breakout needs to begin, a breakout into winning
our humanity back instead of loosing it further and further. Let's forget there-
fore about aiming for Victory, and focus on winning. Who needs to be
victorious over another when we always loose along the way to victory? On the
path to recognizing the Principle of Universal Love the concept of victory will
surely fall by the wayside. It will be recognized some day that it is enough to
win the greatest price, which is our humanity and our love for one-another.
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