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War has matured: The game is nuclear terror.
Weapons have matured: The watchword is, Daisy Cutters.

Strategies have matured: The lie is cultural ‘freedom.’
Objectives have matured: Empires flirting with genocide.



2

The story, Lord of Darkness, Lord of the Rings, comprises two
chapters of the novel, Winning without Victory, by Rolf A. F.
Witzsche, which is Episode 3 of the series of novels, The
Lodging for the Rose. The series is designed to explore the
great renaissance principle, the Principle of Universal Love,
the foundation for civilization. The fictional story, Lord of
Darkness, Lord of the Rings, plays in the mid-1980s. In unfolds
as a dialog assessing the present danger to civilization,
juxtaposing the modern world-empire quest with JRR Tolkien’s
mythical saga the Lord of the Rings, written in metaphor by a
man who has experienced World War I, World War II, and the
Cold War.

(c) Copyright, 2005, Rolf A. F. Witzsche
all rights reserved

US Library of Congress reg. TXu-1-020-218
Canada reg. 1024305

The Lodging for the Rose (Episode 3)
Published by Cygni Communications Ltd.

 North Vancouver, BC, Canada
 (http://books.rolf-witzsche.com)

ISBN: 1-897271-22-0



3

Part 1 - Lord of Darkness

  The tape recorder was still in my pocket when I got out of bed. It was
past seven in the morning. The second tape had run to its end. Palmerston had
put a new one in part of the way through that horrible meeting so that none
of its terror would be lost. Strangely, he seemed pleased in the end with the
way it had turned out, though his recruitment effort had obviously failed. Or
maybe that meeting was more than just a recruitment effort. Maybe he did
succeed in his mission. Maybe his recruitment effort was for a different
objective. Maybe he was merely issuing marching orders that one simply
couldn't ignore. Maybe that's how the Fondi Empire has been operated right
from the beginning when Venice was the Empire that had terrorized and looted
the Old World in its early days from its tiny outpost built into the sea.

  I wondered how many kings, queens, and princes of that world had in
their days been subjected to the same kind of 'recruiting' session and received
their marching orders in a manner that left them likewise no options but to
obey. The Venetian Empire had taken over the Netherlands later, after the
Thirty Years War, and then England when Prince William of Orange had obeyed
likewise and invaded England for the Venetians. From this point on England was
no longer a kingdom. It became an oligarchy, Venetian style. From the ashes
of the English kingdom rose the British Empire in which the old Venetian
Empire resurfaced with a new face. The British Empire became the first
completely private World Empire. The new empire was no longer ruled by a
monarchy as in previous times. Instead it effectively 'owned' the monarchy.
This new trend of the privatization of power for profit would soon determine
the shape of the world, controlling even the fate of the world's largest nations,
like India, China, and other huge lands on a continental scale that made
England appear like a postage stamp in comparison.

  In the context of this background Mr. Palmerston of the night before
might have merely given me a history lesson of how things are done in the
'real world,' the world of empire, and how it has always been done in the
fondi's imperial past. Nevertheless his terrible lesson wasn't that easily shrugged
off. It had wrapped itself around my life like a blanket of darkness that
suddenly seemed impenetrable. He had made it repeatedly clear that this
blanket might become a blanket of death if I didn't act "wisely" as he had put
it, according to his terms. That too was a part of that history lesson. In the
historic 'glory' days of Venice the executioner's platform evidently stood tall
and prominent and probably had not been ignored by anyone.

  I joined Sylvia on the balcony that morning, after those endless seem-
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ing, agonizing, sleepless hours with Palmerston. I was too tired however to
speak about what had happened. Luckily she didn't ask. After simply saying
good morning as she looked at her watch, she joined the others inside that all
seemed too busy to even think about what might have happened. Everyone
was rushing about getting ready to leave. Steve acknowledged jokingly in
passing that I "made it back in one peace" and suggested that I should tell him
on the plane about my "visit" as he called it. I agreed. Little did he realize
that our mission at the physicist's conference in Venice, which had started out
as an innocent visit to a gentle paradise, had ended with a visit to the portal
of hell.

  With the tape recorder still weighing heavily in my pocket I almost felt
that I had betrayed Ushi and Steve by asking them to join our mission, which
were thereby now invariably touched by this dark blanket.

  Ushi had played her part well. Even before I stepped onto the world-
stage at the physicist's conference where I had officially declared America's
SDI project to be dead, I had felt uneasy about it even though I knew that
the step had to be taken. Maybe the others had felt uneasy too. If they had,
they hadn't let it show. They showed enthusiasm rather than reservations.
Maybe that did so in an effort to hide their reservations. I could still see in
my mind how Ushi had raised her hand for a question, excitedly, asking, "Sir,
since this decision to terminate the SDI is of considerable significance to the
Soviet Union and to my country, would you allow me as an East German
journalist to observe the facts? I would like to witness the closing of one of
your labs?"

  "Naturally! Be our guest," the speaker from the Energy Department had
replied to her, who had been on the podium with me. "You are welcome if
you think there is something worthwhile to be seen. We have nothing to hide."

  "If I were allowed such a visit, I could write with the authority of one
who has observed the process in motion," she had replied to the man from
the Energy Department. "As a journalist I can't allow myself to be content with
hearsay. I could be guilty of misinterpreting you."

  "If it is within my power to arrange such a visit, I invite you as my
personal guest," the Energy Department fellow had replied to Ushi with a
smile.

  In this respect I felt that the conference had been a big success, as
big as we had hoped for, but it all seemed so insignificant suddenly in the light
of that session with the fondi with which the day had ended.

  "Thank you kindly, sir!" Ushi had said to the Energy fellow and had
waved at him. She had been jumping with the kind of joy that one derives from
a great accomplishment. She had turned to Steve, "We've got it!" she had said
and embraced both Steve and Ross in one giant hug. "Steve and I are going to
America, publicly acknowledged, and by my own request." It hadn't occurred
to me until that day that for someone living behind the Iron Curtain visiting
America might be a rare treat.
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  My presentation at the conference, and Steve's, had officially ended
the conference. I remembered that Ushi and Steve practically ran to the
nearest restaurant where they immediately got down to business, getting their
reports together. Ushi had been on the phone for half an hour talking to Berlin,
and Steve to Moscow. It had been a treat to see them both so excited that
evening, with Ushi running at top speed across Piazza San Marco with her pad
in hand, looking for a telephone.

  "The story is out!" Ushi had said exhausted when she came back to the
restaurant where I had waited with Tony, Sylvia, and Ross. "They could hardly
believe it in Berlin," said Ushi. "It will be printed in tomorrow's papers."

  "No doubt it will also cause headlines on tonight's newscasts all over
the Soviet sphere," said Steve. "America shutting down its SDI means a lot to
them."

  "I wouldn't be surprised if the headlines would also include your
remark about America giving the SDI away as a gift to the Soviet Union, all
wrapped up with hugs and kisses," said Ushi to me in her excitement. "The
only thing we have to do now, is to find the speaker again and take him up
on his promise for us to visit one of the labs."

  "Actually you don't really need his help for this," I said to her. "Call
the President yourself. Call him directly."

  "You must be mad," she said and grinned back, "nobody calls the
President of the mightiest country in the world just like that!"

  "Try it!" I said. "Phone him. He wants this thing to succeed. Tell him
how well it went."

  "Me, calling the President of the United States from a pay phone in
front of the kitchen of Franco's spaghetti shop?"

  "Well, why not?"

  "If I were you, I would wait a few hours though," Ross had said. "It's
six o'clock in the morning, in Washington."

  "Actually you don't need to phone at all," Tony had interjected. "I have
the entire US Air Transport Service network at my disposal. I can take you
there personally. I can take you anywhere in the world!"

  I remembered that I had punched him gently for that and had started
my Puff the Magic Dragon song again.

  Still, Ushi had insisted on calling the President anyway, just to see if it
was possible. This meant that we had a very late dinner that day, at Franco's
spaghetti 'Palace.'

  All this was history that morning when everyone was busy getting ready
to leave. It seemed so distant, suddenly, as if it hadn't happened but was
merely a dream.
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  Ushi had spoken very little on the phone to the President. She had
simply stated her request and her name. She had nodded frequently and had
said yes sir, no sir, thank you sir, and had hung up just moments before we ran
out of coins to keep the line open.

  "Well?" I asked.

  "He told me we should stop at the White House on the way. Oh, he
also said that you guys are allowed to come too, if you promise to behave
yourselves." She had grinned. Watching her pack, while doing my own packing,
I noticed that a bit of the grin had remained.

  We had trudged back that night quite late, from the spaghetti 'Palace'
to the hotel, totally happy about what the day had brought. That's when I had
found the letter from the fondi that had been stuck under the hotel-room door,
the letter that had started this terrible session with the fondi that lasted
through much of the night. The man from the fondi had promised that I would
never forget that meeting. It had been a gross understatement.

  As we were checking out in the hotel lobby that the morning, I was
dead tired - tired from the session, tired from the threats, and tired from the
lack of sleep. I found it impossible to concentrate on anything for more just
a few seconds without the bone shaking chill setting in again with its dread that
drew my attention back to that meeting of the night before. This dreadful
feeling had already begun during breakfast. The little bit of peace that I found
the night before when hearing the black man sing, Amazing Grace, in the
stillness of dawn on Piazza San Marco, had been overpowered. It seemed so
distant now while Palmerston's threats seemed evermore real.

  I must have appeared to Sylvia and the others as if I wasn't really
there. Sylvia commented in passing that this must have been quite some
meeting. If she only knew! I simply nodded. There wasn't enough time to
explain the unexplainable. Maybe there would be time later, I thought, in the
plane perhaps as Steve had suggested.

  After we had checked out I saw a welcome chance for relief. I noticed
Steve vigorously helping a group of elderly people piling their luggage onto a
cart that would take it to the bus. I dropped my own bags and rushed over
to help them. There was something beautifully human in this simple act of
helping another person. I sudden realized what Steve had really been saying all
along when he said, We bring to each other our love to enrich one-another's
existence."
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Part 2 - Lord of the Rings

  We went by bus to Rome. From Rome an Air Force 747 troop carrier,
took us to Paris and from there to Miami. The flight going home, away from
the sudden 'darkness' of Venice, brought on a feeling as though we were flying
first class, even without the fancy meals, music, and champagne. Being in this
airplane represented the bright side of our humanity. Also, it seemed ideal to
me that we were not in a public place anymore, considering what I had to
reveal from the night before.

  I handed the tape recorder to Steve without comment. He listened to
it for a while, smiled at times, nodded at times, and shook his head now and
then. Eventually he gave it back to me.

  "This contains nothing more," he said, "than what someone else from
the Fondi Empire had already told me some years earlier at the depopulation
conference in Bucharest. I had been warned there by a group of the empire's
people, a group similar to what these fondi are, who made it plain that their
empire was determined to break up all the other empires in the world,
whereby they would achieve total control, and with it, an effective population
reduction in order to maintain this control. What they really meant to say to
me then, was that they wanted to isolate and separate people from one-
another as a means for gaining control over them and over the whole world.
Breaking up empires, meant breaking up the big nation-states, thereby stripping
the people of the power to determine their own destiny. This meant destroying
all opposing states by whatever means possible."

  "That's like saying, if you're not with us you're against us and we'll get
you for it," I said to Steve. "That's essentially what Palmerston said, without
actually saying it."

  Steve held his hand out to congratulate me, "Your fellow," said Steve,
"was more honest about the empire's intentions than the people I had talked
to. He had dropped all the excuses and gave it to you straight. Their goal is
still the same: to isolate, to divide, and to rule the world. Nothing has changed
and nothing will. This will go on for as long as humanity remains as stupid as
it is, and for as long as it allows this to go on. Eventually, there will be nobody
left with any real power except them; no state, no country, no civilization.
Then they will own the whole world, so they think. In order to achieve this
they need big wars all over the world, and they will have them unless we can
cure humanity of its complacent mentality, which is really fascism under a new
name. Still, it is incredible that the man allowed you to tape the entire
interview."
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  "He provided the tape recorder himself, Steve," I interjected.

  Steve's face went blank. I think Steve understood something, suddenly.
He remained silent. Eventually he responded, saying that he had thought the
empire's group had revealed their goals to him in Bucharest, because nobody
listens to mathematicians and scientists anyway. "But now we have this! This
means they really want us to sit up and pay attention. They call themselves
'The Empire' now. That's new. They are also getting more arrogant and sure of
themselves. Letting you record this session, even providing the recorder for it,
is gross arrogance. They are suggesting that they already own the world so that
this tape can never be used to oppose them with."

  I gave the tape player to Ross after that.

  Ross shook his head now and then. "They allowed you to record this,
because nobody will ever believe what's on this tape," said Ross after he had
listened to some of it. "They seem to have assumed that. Maybe that's why
the man was so bold. This Palmerston is playing a game with us."

  Steve just laughed. "Of course they are, and they are playing it well.
Just take this tape to your President," he said to me, "and he will laugh at you.
Or better yet, take it to the CIA and they will put you in jail for planting a
forgery. Nobody in any government on Earth will believe that the old British
Empire, which formally no longer exists, has any interest in destroying Russia
as a nation, or China, India, and much less so their own so-called ally, the
United States of America. They will laugh you to scorn if you tell them what
the man said to you last night. Your own mother wouldn't believe you, even
if you brought this tape recorder as proof. Things can be faked. This tape
proves nothing."

  Here, Steve suddenly paused. "Something doesn't add up, though," he
said. "The man was too forthcoming. That's not the pattern that I have seen
on previous occasions. Something is up. The man might not have been what he
pretended to be. He might have been a dissident within the fondi's organiza-
tion and might have been soliciting our help to fight the fondi from within.
Every organization has dissidents. The great Empire, too, has dissidents. He
may have been trying to recruit you for his dissident organization. Did you ever
consider this possibility, Pete?"

  I had to admit that what Steve said made sense.

  "This makes a lot more sense to me," said Steve, "more than all the
heavy arm-twisting and hostile recruiting that went on at the surface. Nobody
ever goes around recruiting like that. It seems that this man wasn't interviewing
you. He was educating you."

  "The thought crossed my mind," I said. "With the official recruiter
present, he couldn't say anything more than what he said. We'll have to
explore the possibility that he might have been asking for help."

  "He probably isn't his own man," said Steve. "Most likely he is being
controlled himself. He is probably haunted by the Empire like everybody else
is."
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  "Maybe somebody set up the same Malaysian monkey trap for him a
long time ago," I said to Steve, "which he couldn't escape from; which he is
still trying to find a way to get out of."

  "If that is the case, I see a lot of honesty in what he said," said Steve.
"Except, that makes it even more scary for us, being associated with a
dissident element within what may be the biggest real empire on the planet.
The imperials may very well hit us, and use us as a lever to get at him when
push comes to shove."

  Steve paused. "I guess I'll have to pry open some doors of the fondi
to find out where we really stand," said Steve in a quiet voice.

  "Do it discreetly please," I urged him. "This may not have been a
deception. It may be like the man had said that nothing is ever the way it
appears on the surface. His forthrightness might have been designed to test us,
to see what our next moves would be. We must never forget that he is living
in a world of playing games. So, be careful!"

  Steve just nodded and smiled. "I know that," he said. "This means that
you shouldn't expect any quick answers either. It may take years to sneak a
look inside the Empire, discreetly. In the meantime, we must assume that his
threats and his warnings were real, and that they are every bit as scary as they
were made out to be. This also means that you have to stay low and stop
fighting them. Since you cannot really do that, you must shift your fighting onto
a level that they cannot comprehend, which is the level of the Principle of
Universal Love. We all must work at this level. The universality of love, the
lateral model as you call it, may be the one thing that the fondi know
absolutely nothing about. Besides, that is where the real breakthrough needs to
be made. We need this breakthrough to be able to defeat the fondi's plan. We
have to win this game before they even know that anything is happening."

  "That's easier said than done," I reminded Steve.

  Steve shook his head. "It's easy," he said, "and you, Peter, have already
discovered that. I would even say that this is the only worthwhile thing to do."

  "What did I do to deserve this fine comment?" I asked, surprised.

  "Don't you remember, Peter? You joined me in helping those elderly
folks with their luggage. As far as I can see," said Steve," this little human act
may have been the only incidence that happened in Venice while we were
there that is useful towards the elimination of nuclear weapons. That's the best
that came out of the three days of the conference."

  "And the glass sculptures, too," I added.

  Steve nodded. "But the rest, and I mean all of our joggling acts of
diplomatic game playing, really didn't accomplish anything, did they? Playing
those games made matters worse. Compared to that, our little act of helping
those people with their luggage had a lot of substance behind it, a lot of
humanity, a lot of love. It's like woman in the green dress had said, quoting
John, that God is Love, and that without love in our heart we cannot see God.
Here begins the real diplomacy. And that, Pete, is how peace is won. It is the
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only platform on which peace can be won. Consider our little act of love today
as a coin. With each new coin like that is laid into account in this manner, one
at a time, little by little, the world can be transformed. If that happens enough,
love becomes infectious like a positive, life-giving 'virus' that spreads like
wildfire across the Earth and disables the organs of evil. Then nuclear war will
be become unthinkable. Even war in general will become unthinkable and
therefore obsolete, including economic and cultural warfare and things like
that."

  I shook my head in a kind of disbelief. "You are dreaming," I said to
Steve.

  "Pray that I'm not," said Steve. "In any case, just try it, Pete. No, Peter,
do it! As soon as we get back, go to the nearest souvenir shop and buy
yourself a nice big ceramic piggybank. Set it up on your bathroom counter.
Then, when you come in, three times a day or whatever, ask yourself how
many new coins you have put into that bank since you saw it last. That may
be a hard question to answer at first, but you will learn."

  "Oh, do you have one of these in your bathroom?" I asked Steve. "I
don't remember seeing a piggybank in you bathroom."

  Steve shook his head. "No Pete, there isn't one there. But this will
change. I just realized today that what is in this piggybank, and that alone, are
our only true riches. What we have in there constitutes our only real contri-
bution that we can give to make our world and our civilization more secure.
Everything else appears to be self-deception. Your meeting with Palmerston
made this clear, Pete. Anything else is of no consequence if we fail in the
department of love. The woman in green said in essence that love is the face
of God and that we must do what is necessary to see this face shining through
all around us, and in us. How else can we experience what God is, and prove
to ourselves that we are not impotent? That's what Palmerston was really
saying, as far as I can tell. He was saying to you and to all of us, that if
mankind fails to become human beings in its highest sense, we will all die."

  "Helen would have said, there really is no such possibility as operating
outside of the sphere of love. That would be live living outside the lateral
lattice where love combines all and fulfills all needs, that defines the reality
of our being, beyond which there is nothing," said Ushi. "This truth invalidates
all of this nonsense about operating inside or outside of the fondi. All of this
in and out is irrelevant. The fondi are irrelevant. There is no place in the
universe in which universal principles do not apply, such as the principle of
universal gravity or the principle of universal love."

  "The fondi only have power by getting people to believe in their
fictitious relevance. That's their first level of deception," I replied and nodded
to Ushi.

  "What Palmerston might have been saying to us is simply this: If you
put yourself outside of the fight to defeat the fondi, which is really a fight of
love, you will die with absolute certainty. Only when you decide to join the
fight and let your love of humanity defeat the fondi, do you have a chance to
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live," said Steve. "He was saying to you in no uncertain terms that the fondi's
empire is like a constantly growing wave of evil operating in secret that is
gathering momentum daily, and will destroy civilization and much of the Earth
with it, if it remains unchecked."

  "Not to fight to save civilization would be like putting oneself outside
the lateral lattice, which is really not possible," Ushi interrupted Steve.

  Steve cautioned me to beware therefore that the driving force behind
this hidden wave of evil are the oligarchic financier bankers that have been
looting and pillaging humanity since before the Renaissance. "Their palaces are
far removed from the few little men that you have met."

  He turned to Ushi. "In the olden days the fondi were called the
Lambards and the Venetians, and so forth," he said. "In modern days they have
many names, and many of these names have been sanitized. They are now
known as the central banking institutions of the world, including the US Federal
Reserve. The name, Federal Reserve, suggests that this is a federal institution,
which is far from being the case. The naming is a deception. The fondi even
'censored' the knowledge that the central bank of the USA as a nation is
privately owned and is operating for private profit and private power. There is
nothing essentially federal about the Federal Reserve. It is a privately run
institution like the Bank of England and the Bank of International Settlement,
which are all private institutions. The bottom line is that their functioning in
society, their looting it, remains the same as it had been in ancient times when
the banks were owned by the Larboards and everyone knew it. The largely
hidden current evil, which remains the imperial goal, is the same as it had
always been, and so is the basic mode for reaching that goal. All the wars in
modern history were fought for reaching that goal.

  "Palmerston was right," Steve continued. "We will see nuclear wars
unfolding at their bidding. America and much of mankind will be destroyed
unless we fight for our existence and deny the fondi's empire its existence.
Palmerston was also right when he said that no one could fight this fight against
them alone and hope to win. This must be everyone's fight, in every country,
on every continent, at every level, or else the age of humanity will be overlaid
with the fondi's new age of the imperial beastmen, and the world of mankind
will come to and end. That defines our battle."

  "Didn't Tolkien describe that very same kind of battle in his saga, The
Lord of the Rings?" I said to Steve. "Tolkien seems to have understood our
battle perfectly, maybe even better than we do in today's age. He wrapped
it up in a tale that is highly symbolic and right on the mark. He presents an
epic tale of an imaginary land called Middle Earth, populated by elves,
dwarves, men, wizards, and hobbits. In the tale each group represents a unique
aspect of our humanity. With them he wins the great battles that must be
fought. The elves represent science, art, beauty, and immortality. The dwarves
are the little people, like we often are in our small-minded way of thinking.
In the story they are the miners of the Earth who know from bitter experience
what it means to be 'boxed in.' The wizards represent the human intellect and
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its power. Some use it for good, and some, like the fondi, for evil. And over
all of that looms a ring, a ring of power, so we are made to believe, but which
is really a ring that corrupts - a ring forged as a master ring that rules all the
lesser rings given to the kings of humanity. A dark lord had forged this master
ring in ancient times, but it became lost. From the moment on when it was
rediscovered in the saga, it posed a great danger to whoever would be
tempted to wear it. It spells doom for society as a whole should it ever be
reunited with its master who exists as but a ghost. Tolkien proposes that the
ring that corrupts must be destroyed to protect civilization, and to protect
humanity.

  "Does that sound familiar?" I asked Steve. "This kind of fight is our fight
too, isn't it? Corruption is small-minded thinking that endangers the whole of
humanity, just as it has throughout all the ages. Tolkien dealt with that in many
different ways. He set up two wizards, one good, and one who has been
corrupted. He also sets up a society of men whose ruler became corrupted by
the influence of a corrupted wizard, but who becomes rescued from this
'spell.' Except the process of rescuing him does not make him wise. Thus, he
fails to rouse himself to fight when he faces an oncoming aggressor. Instead of
fighting for his survival, he boxes himself in, into an ancient fortress that
becomes a trap for him and for his people. Here, the tale becomes a tale of
battles fought by men and beast-men, in which, by a hair, a terrible defeat for
the world of men is narrowly avoided. The tale is a saga in which the corrupting
empire becomes destroyed, which almost didn't happen because of small-
minded thinking. We have seen a lot of that, Steve, haven't we? The tale is
also a saga of a sublime commitment to save the world of men at all cost,
which eventually succeeds. Of this, we have seen far too little. But doesn't that
reflect our story, Steve, and our commitment?"

  Steve raised his hand and nodded. "I know the story," he said. "I have
read the books. The name of the corrupted wizard is Saruman. He forges an
army in the chasms of the Earth, of ten thousand beast-men fighters clad in
iron. These are the beasts that lay siege to the fortress, called Helm's Deep,
into which a frightened society has boxed itself in. I just can't quite figure out
where to place Mr. Palmerston in the tale. Is Palmerston a modern Saruman?"

  "He is Denethor," I said. "Palmerston is an imperial of high rank,
wielding great power as long as he remains unchallenged, but when I challenged
him last night by suggesting that his posturing has no substance behind it, he
became uneasy. I wonder if Palmerston would capitulate if there was a real
contest going on. Perhaps he would sooner commit suicide than fight to save
his skin and that of humanity? Palmerston may be just a frightened little man
who boxed himself in, into an impossible situation, and wants us to save the
world for him so that he doesn't have to kill himself," I said an laughed.

  "Forget Denethor, forget Palmerston," said Steve. "They're impotent to
change anything. They key is what uplifts society. Search for the key. The whole
Ring saga is about impotence that claims to be power, but isn't anything, really.
The so-called ring of power is a band of gold, but with as void at its center.
The question is, who will place himself into this void? Who will become a
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slave to impotence? Palmerston bids you to wear the ring," said Steve. "That's
where the battle begins. In the ring saga huge battles unfold, however, none are
fought over the ring. The decisive victory is won in hidden secrecy by two little
people. And so it still needs to be won in the real world, Peter. The Eurasian
landscape was ripped apart by two world wars, but nothing was won in either.
World War II became a battle for humanity to fight fascism, and indeed,
Hitler's fascist machine was totally smashed and stomped into the ground.
There was nothing left of it when the war ended, except fascism itself. It was
imported to America. America became fascist before the war even ended.
McCarthyism was fascism, thinly disguised, but Truman's representation of it
was worse. Fascism became the new religion in America. It became the
subject of university teaching. That's where the real evil lies, and it cannot be
eradicated with war. War is needed to maintain it. Palmerston's threats to
annihilate Russia, India, China, and the USA, are fascist threat that are not to
be taken lightly. Nevertheless, they can be defeated, but only by defeating
fascism itself. Tolkien obviously understood this. He had personally seen three
of mankind's greatest wars. "He served in World War I, lived through World
War II, and experienced the Cold War afterwards with the new rise of fascism
unfolding in the background," said Steve. "He had witnessed the full sweep of
the imperial quests and their corruption. He has also seen the dying in the field
and the utter folly of war. There was no way that he could not have been
deeply touched by this unfolding of history and the magnitude of it when more
than fifty countries are dragged into a war in which over fifty million people
faced each other and fifty million ended up dead. Three quarters of humanity
was touched by this war in some way, Peter. I am certain that someone with
a keen sense of history, like Tolkien, would have asked himself a few deep
questions and explored why this insanity happened, perhaps even, what could
have been done to prevent it. Someone like that would understand the nature
of those battles that were fought and the battles that must yet be fought for
humanity to become free. I think this is what Tolkien's epic tale is all about."

  Steve mentioned that someone had told him that the writing of this
epic saga was started during the rise of Hitler's fascist beast-men empire,
probably from 1938 onwards, and extended over the space of sixteen years
into the early part of the Cold War. "Maybe that is where Tolkien's beast-men
came from," said Steve. "Are you surprised then, to see this vast historic
dimension of horrendous conflicts reflected in his epic tale, a tale of power
of force poised against the humanity of mankind? That's the face of the Fondi
Empire. I would even suggest that his tale is still unfolding, and will continue
to unfold until the final victory is won. In this sense the tale is more than just
a tale of wars. Tolkien presents in metaphor what we cannot so readily see in
the real world. One cannot see the principles that move people, or should
move people. It is difficult in the real world to see the face of lies and
corruption. One is blind for as long as one is wrapped up in small-minded
thinking and is boxed in by axioms that one is barely aware of. That is what
Tolkien is dealing with, Peter. He is dealing with the dynamics of all wars, the
empire wars, the perpetual wars, and the principles that enable society to pull
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itself out of those endless cycles of wars. He gives the principles and the
processes a face, and thereby makes them more accessible towards our final
victory that has not yet been won."

  I agreed. "That is why this tale remains relevant," I said to Steve.
"When Tolkien writes about the corrupted wizard, Saruman, the betrayer of
good, even the betrayer of himself, he writes about the fondi, the private
banking and financier interests. In Tolkien's tale, Saruman, the corrupted wiz-
ard, breeds a vast army of beast-men, a new kind of orcs, a new kind of
forces. He calls them the Uruk-hai. He breeds them in the bowels of the Earth.
This means that Tolkien has seen those beast-men in action, laying siege to
entire classes of people all across Europe. They were the fascist hordes of
Hitler, the bone chilling SS. In today's world they are the synarchists, the clean-
handed beast-men that occupy some of the highest positions of power in
governments. The Uruk-hai also represent the nuclear bomb. Tolkien staged a
force of ten thousand of them. They besiege the world of men. They are a part
of the armies of Saruman's empire of today. They come from the same
breeding ground and fulfill the same purpose, don't they?"

  I mentioned to Steve that I could see many such parallels. "In Tolkien's
epic saga, Saruman's quest is to achieve world-empire status by joining the evil
of Sauron, just as we have it today with the fondi that have successfully
arrayed themselves with the garment of fascism. Tolkien knows that people
like Saruman can achieve World-Empire status only in a world devoid of the
humanity of men. He knows that his dream will never come true unless he first
destroys what is intrinsically good, in order to enable the existence of an
empire in the world. Thus, the corrupted wizard breeds his army of nuclear
beasts for one single purpose, to destroy the world of men forever. Metaphori-
cally, that is today's designed fate for humanity in a nuclear armed world."

  Steve nodded. "Are you surprised to see those parallels?" he asked."
I am not. I have read the books. The books are consistent with what is
happening right now before our very eyes. Tolkien plays the wizards symboli-
cally and leaves society to fill in the real dialogs."

  "I can see our own battle reflected in Tolkien's tale," I said to Steve.
"I can see our present world as a place of tragedies in which the corrupted
Saruman has power, whose ten-thousand synarchist beast-men have already
besieged the final refuge places. In Tolkien's tale the ancient fortress of Rohan,
Helm's Deep, becomes defeated. In our world the defeated fortress is called
the United States of America. There exists no longer a safe place anymore for
humanity. In Tolkien's story the beast-men have scaled the walls of Helm's
Deep and broken down its massive doors. In our world the synarchists have
broken down all barriers. One finds the beast-men everywhere, and as in
Tolkien's tale the survival of the 'world of men' hangs once again on a fine
thread as Palmerston was so eager to point out."

  "Yes, but the beast-men didn't win their battle at Helm's Deep," Steve
reminded me. "Help arrived. However the help did not arrive until literally the
last moments when everything seemed to be lost. By the narrowest of margins
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was the battle decided for victory for mankind. That may be Tolkien's hope,
but it may not happen in the real world. It can only happen if a profound new
idea changes the entire dimension of the battle."

  "Recognizing the need for an Ice Age Renaissance might do this," I
interjected. "The return of the Ice Age will certainly change the human
dimension, one way or another."

  Steve nodded. He pointed out that Tolkien utilized a principle for the
victory at Helms Deep that we have almost forgotten, which is the principle
of the common defense. He reminded me that the principle of the common
defense stands prominently in the Preamble of our nation's Federal Constitu-
tion, which people seemed to have ripped up. "There are no common efforts
made anymore by society to defend itself against the financial looters, the
money hungry private banking profiteers, the international currency vultures,
the energy pirates, not to mention today's insane leaders that threaten
preemptive nuclear war. Universal love is not just a nice option for society to
chose. It becomes a necessary element for its self-defense and the common
defense of a nation. Society once regarded it as its individual duty to stand for
the common defense against all foes, internally and externally."

  "This is no longer happening," I reminded Steve. "The attackers of
society are not countered in America, or anywhere around the world, but are
instead supported."

  "Tolkien brings together a large force to rescue the people that have
trapped themselves in Helms Deep. The force was evidently drawn together
on the platform of the principle of the common defense, which itself is rooted
in the Principle of Universal Love. Without his building on the principle of the
common defense, the world of men would have come to an end at Helms
Deep," said Steve.

  "One might even say that help came from a distant and almost
forgotten source," I interjected. "Perhaps it was the same source that Roosevelt
had once mobilized, which he called the forgotten man, the overlooked
element of society that suddenly rediscovered its humanity and its duty to
itself, its nation, its civilization, its posterity, and mankind as a whole. Are
these some of the 'coins' that your piggybank idea is about, to bring out to the
forefront that forgotten element?"

  Steve nodded quietly. "But I don't see any evidence that such a thing
is happening in the real world," said Steve to me and sighed. Suddenly he
laughed. "Do you know what has been proposed in Britain to help the home-
less, since homelessness has become a disgrace for the country? You'll never
guess, so I tell you. The proposal was made to give them cardboard boxes to
live in, so that they won't get wet. They treat their dogs better than that."

  "That's not an aspect of common defense," I interrupted Steve. "That
doesn't fix anything, but hides the mess and perpetuates it. Common defense
against homelessness that can hit anyone nowadays, would be to shut down the
imperial looting of society so that people can live."

  "The difference that I see," said Steve, "between Tolkien's tale and the
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real world, is that Tolkien saw the end of doom arising from the substance of
the humanity of men in all its countless faces. He put the principle of the
common defense into action. I don't see such a thing happening in our world.
I see the opposite. In our world society hails the imperial Saruman, the
destroyer of civilization. Society supports its destroyer's cause. I am afraid that
our world will soon fall as Palmerston had boasted, and all will be lost. I see
no movement on the front of society's common defense."

  "The doom may happen sooner than anyone suspects," I interrupted.

  "Sure, the walls have already been breached!" Steve replied.

  "I think Tolkien understood that this would happen," I replied. "In his
epic tale the overriding evil is not Saruman, the corrupted wizard, who is
represented in today's world by the fondi. Nor is the overriding evil in the
story, Saruman's army of beast-men, represented by the synarchists in today's
world that derive their pleasure from the pain of their victims, as Tolkien
points out. The core evil that I see in Tolkien's tale is Sauron, the Dark Lord
that is but a ghost that corrupts all. His face in the real world is fascism and
greed. Seduced by the promises of fascism and greed, promises of power
where no real power exists, the once noble wizard Saruman fell under the
spell of Sauron's corrupting evil. Consequently Saruman becomes evil and
conspires with the hand of Sauron to rule Middle-Earth. It appears to me that
the world is full of such corrupted creatures that were once men, like
Saruman."

  "Yes," said Steve and nodded. He didn't smile this time. "You are
getting close," said Steve. "You find them in the world of science, in the world
of ideologies, culture, religion, business, politics, and even in society's social
world down to the grass roots. Sauron's power, the power to corrupt, is the key
element of what needs to be defeated for the common defense of mankind.
That's the master ring. The ring must not be worn, or be hidden, but be
destroyed if the world of men is ever to be truly free. The master ring
symbolizes both fascism and greed, which are really one, designed to rule and
destroy all the institutions of society that are essential for a humanist renais-
sance and the survival of civilization. In Tolkien's tale the all-corrupting master
ring must be destroyed in the fires of Mt. Doom where it had been forged in
ancient times."

  Steve explained that in the real world, Sauron is Aristotle. "Aristotle
created the corrupting theory of the natural slavery of men," said Steve. "That
theory states that mankind is not human, but is an animal let loose in a world
of competing animals. In this competing world a person's vice is deemed to
be the virtue of society, and the enslavement of people is for the good of
society, and for the good of the slave as well who becomes thereby 'ennobled'
as he profits from the 'higher virtue' of the enslaving master. That's what
Aristotle proclaims. That's what Sauron represents. Aristotle lies; and his big lie
is his denial of the human genius as a creator. Every human being had a built-
in profound creative potential. This potential can make a slave a genius, and
humanity a creator of new worlds. That's what Plato represents and Aristotle
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denies. Aristotle denies the creative potential of mankind. That's what glo-
balized fascist slavery is. It's a universal denial of that creative potential. The
denial drags us back into slavery. You can go to any slavery products store that
you like, if you and really look at what's for sale there, it will tear your heart
out what you see, considering how little the producing person gets for the labor
that went into it, which is typically a minuscule portion of the cheap price. This
slavery process that you are tempted to buy into once the slavery products are
offered, is about as distant from the Principle of Universal Love as is the most
distant star in the most distant galaxy. The fact is, slavery kills the creative
potential, It disables technological development, and it kills the slave with
poverty. While Aristotle, the infamous philosopher of imperialism in defense
of slavery was only one man, he had many willing disciples through the ages,
corrupted philosophers like Thomas Hobbes, Hugo Grotius, Adam Smith,
Friedrich Nietzsche, Martin Heidegger, Leo Strauss, and others. Tolkien's Sauron
represents them all. He represents all that deny the creative potential of
mankind, and argue for slavery. Sauron's master ring binds them all together
into one religion of denial of humanity, called fascism. Tolkien speaks of nine
rings of power that were given to the rulers of men, by which they were
deceived. But Sauron forged in secret a master ring that rules them all, that
combines all deceptions and brings them all alive. Sauron represents them all,
from Hobbes to Heidegger, a collection of empty heads. When the creative
potential of the human being is denied, what remains is an empty shell, a slave
with an empty head clinging to his master Aristotle."

  Steve stopped as if he just realized something.

  "I love Tolkien's choice of names," Steve added moments later. "The
name of Sauron is a gem. In the German language the word, sau, is the term
for the mother of pigs. That's what Sauron signifies in humanist terms, the
mother of pigs - the mother of all those pigs that soiled the image of man.
That's a perfect description of Aristotle, the master of a long line of empty-
head pigs."

  "You said there were nine rings given to men in Tolkien's saga," I
interrupted Steve. "You named six. Who, do you suppose are the others?"

  "I named the most obvious," said Steve. "I named a few of what might
be called a beginning group. There exists also an ending group that Tolkien
might have seen at the end of World War II," added Steve. "A third group of
names fits somewhere into the middle. This middle group might include Ortes,
Malthus, Darwin, and Galton. Giammaria Ortes started this group. He was a
Venetian monk who likened mankind to animals that need to be culled by the
hand of rulers in order that they won't overpopulate the Earth. This was Ortes
speaking. Scientifically speaking it was most likely a fraud, which is a lie by
intent. Thomas Malthus stole the fraud for the British Empire. He plagiarized
Ortes to get it. This fraudulent image of mankind as a worthless 'cow' was
rapidly promoted by Malhus until the concept became law in England, giving
rise to the Poor Laws under which the poor were worked to death in the
workhouses. Charles Darwin took the Ortes/Malthus fraud into the scientific
sphere where he turned it into his own rather crude concept of the 'evolution'
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to man, arguing that some human beings are therefore sub-human, having failed
in development, and others have become, super-human, who are more fully
developed. This modern Aristotelian view of mankind represents not a univer-
sal principle. If would attribute intelligence to accidental accretion 'oozing' out
of the animal world, thereby denying intelligence itself. Darwin's cousin, Francis
Galton, extended the same beast-like fraud-image of humanity further, which
became his Eugenics ideology for population management that enabled Hitler
in later years to declare entire groups of people as 'useless eaters,' which he
promptly killed.

  "The beast-men philosophers had many 'children' of their own along the
way," said Steve, "like Thomas Torquemada the Grand Inquisitor, the man that
lit the fires of the Spanish Inquisition that burnt more than 30,000 human
beings at the stake alive, one at a time. Other such 'children' are typified by
Count Joseph de Maistre, the man who idealized the terror of brutality as a
basis for social order, which simply means the maintenance of imperial control.
In Maistre 'ideal' society the executioner smashes the bones of the limbs of
a victim and threads them into a wheel where the victim is left to die. That's
the terror that is foundation on which empires are maintained, which Nietzsche
and Heidegger built their own subhuman image of mankind on. But in the larger
sense, Peter, the whole breed of these pigs came from the same pigsty.
Tolkien saw the end product in 'living color,' the beast-like murderers in
Hitler's SS that stained the soils of Europe with blood, not in wars, but in their
ruthless rampage of a superpower against a defenseless humanity. In this sense
Sauron represents Aristotle. He represents the mother sau that had nurtured all
those numerous pigs throughout history. They should be called pigs. Just look
at Hobbes and Grotius and their kind, who had caused eighty years of war that
destroyed half of the population of Europe. Shouldn't they be called pigs? This
is how they described humanity in their philosophies. Shouldn't they be called
themselves that way? They certainly shouldn't be called honorable men. The
tragedy is that these pigs were highly honored and still are as their poison is
still being taught in the universities. Tolkien might have seen this tragedy too,
and might have asked himself, 'how can we stop that?' For that he invented
Frodo's mission. The mission was to take the ring of Sauron back to where it
came from. In order to make sure in his tale that the conveyor of the ring to
its destruction wouldn't be tempted to wear the ring, because it destroys
whoever wears it, Tolkien assigned the task to an exceedingly human person,
a hobbit named Frodo. Thus the future of mankind wasn't laid into the hands
of the 'wizardry' of science, or the might of institutions and their force, but
in the hands of one small person that understood the Principle of Universal
Love and thus took on the challenge to defend all that is good and beautiful."

  "That's how it has to be, Steve," I interjected. "How else is it possible
for one to defeat a corrupting ghost like fascism and greed that has no form,
no substance, and no center, but which is everywhere and like a great fire is
seen by everyone, and everyone is drawn to look at it? The ring is the symbol,
the swastika and its countless modern derivatives that keep the ghost of
Sauron and his pigs alive. That's where the devastating consequences come
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from. I could see that 'swastika' everywhere shining through during Palmerston's
ranting last night. The only thing that saved my sanity afterwards was the face
of love that began shining through all of that in the gloom. I remembered what
the woman in the green dress had said during the conference. She had likened
the face of love to the face of God. It began to break Palmerston's spell, but
I had to resort to this image several times more. Palmerston's 'spell' isn't
something that one can easily step away from."

  "As you may recall," said Steve, "the force of Sauron's corruption is
portrayed in the saga as being so powerful that it corrupted not only the once
noble wizard Saruman, but through Saruman, it also corrupted the king of men,
Theoden, the king of Rohan, and thereby incapacitated him, and through this
disabling of the leaders of society endangered the entire society of men."

  I interrupted Steve. "Would you say that it might have been for this
purpose that Tolkien transformed Gandalf into the White Wizard that he
became, as the result of a sublime act. When Gandalf the good wizard
courageously protected Frodo's mission in the caves of Moria, not fearing for
his own life as he stood up against a monstrous demon of an ancient world,
he raised himself up to the level of a sublime being. He knew that to fail in
this critical moment would precipitate the end of the mission and the destruc-
tion of humanity. 'You cannot pass!' he shouted at the monster, and he fought
the monster until it ceased to be. Shouldn't that be our response to Palmerston?
On the foundation of Gandalf's sublime victory, Tolkien staged the rescuing of
Theoden from his entrapment by Saruman's devices, in this case from his
servant Grima Wormtongue. Of course that was easy to do in the saga. Tolkien
simply freed the entrapped prisoner and banished the lying Wormtongue from
the land. That's almost impossible in the real world. Palmerston has a vast
imperial machine standing behind him that has already captured and impris-
oned almost all of the governments on earth."

  Steve just laughed. "Helen would say, what have the difficulties got to
do with anything? Do they change the principle involved?"

  I told Steve that I could appreciate Tolkien's idea that it would take
a sublime person, like Gandalf had become by his deeds, to reverse the
corruption that had smothered the mind of the king of Rohan with impotence,
which had incapacitated his entire society. "But where are the sublime persons
today? No one except a person with a sublime spirit like that of Gandalf
would be able to perform such a task. No such persons existed in Tolkien's
time, nor do I find them in our time. That's why the Palmerstons of this world
are still threatening even the smallest of mankind's pioneers."

  Steve nodded and suggested that Tolkien evidently understood this. "He
also understood something else, Pete," said Steve. "Tolkien understood some-
thing that society doesn't understand yet, and that we barely do, namely that
it is essential that this reversal of impotence, which you lament isn't happen-
ing, must happen for society to be able to survive. It must happen. It's not
optional, Peter. You can't bypass the imperative of a principle and find another
way. There is no other way. Tolkien had to deal with the vast field of the
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secondary corruption that has crippled our entire world, and not just the
governments and its institutions, but society as well, even its public opinion,
traditions, hopes, and aspirations. It's all been crippled, dehumanized. As
Palmerston said, society now supports mass murder, mass slavery, and the
mass-destruct of its industries. Tolkien had to break through that to protect the
"world of men" and give society a fighting chance. It must have been obvious
to Tolkien, as it should be to anyone, that there would have been no self-
defense mounted in the world of Rohan without the profound awakening that
he staged, which hasn't happened yet in the real world. And even as Tolkien
made it happen in the saga and gave the king of men his freedom back, a deep
seated fear remained that caused the king to box his society in at Helm's
Deep for its protection. Consequently the people where besieged again.
Gandalf had to rescue them a second time. Tolkien is telling us that without
this critical awakening the 'world of men' would have simply been overlaid by
death in their 'sleep' and crushed into the ground by the moving tectonic plate
of Saruman's evil empire. Isn't that what Palmerston was talking about? Are
you prepared, Peter, to play the role of Gandalf versus Palmerston? The future
of mankind may be determined by your answer."

  I remained quiet for a while. "Tolkien hits the empire on two fronts
simultaneously," I said quietly to Steve. "Maybe that should be our strategy
too. He destroys Saruman's beast-men army right at their opening battle at
Helm's Deep, all ten thousand beasts of them. He destroys them with the
combined force of all that is good in the world. Tolkien simultaneously
destroys Saruman's empire's logistics in the background, the economic re-
sources that gave it its power. Tolkien opens a flank that seems totally unlikely.
The destruction of the imperial logistics comes in the form of the revenge of
the trees from Fangorn Forest. I don't think Tolkien is staging a new form of
environmentalism here. I think Tolkien is illustrating a principle. The principle
is that every imperial structure is an empty shell without substance that lays
the seeds for its self-destruction. That's how many a great empire in history
was lost, if not all of them. The Fondi Empire will likely be lost by the effects
of its fascism and its greed."

  "You are wrong, Peter," Steve interrupted. "The effect that you are
talking about is passive. You can't change the world in a passive mode. Sure,
after every war there is always peace. Peace is inevitable. After society's
energy is spent in war, peace always happens by default. I think Tolkien
illustrates the principle of active intervention that nibs the destructive process
in the bud. He illustrates an active process that protects society. His revolt of
the trees is an active intervention. It illustrates the principle of the American
Revolution."

  "The what? The American Revolution?" I replied and shook my head.

  "It's documented in the American Declaration of Independence, Pe-
ter," said Steve and grinned. "I read you the declaration the first day we met.
Tolkien staged the trees to make the same declaration. The trees declared that
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they stood their ground for a very long time unmoved into action, because it
takes a very long time to think about such things. Didn't we say the same thing
when we said in the Declaration of Independence that mankind is inclined to
suffer evils rather than to rouse itself, for as long as the evils are sufferable,
but that there comes a point at which the despotism of evil becomes too
great, so that it becomes incumbent on society to get out of the quagmire and
create for itself a New World. The trees staged an engineering feat that
flooded Saruman's pathetic empire and finished it off. When the revolt was
over Saruman's black tower stood isolated in a sea of mud, towering over
nothing. Tolkien describes with that the principle of the American Revolution.
He describes a humanist revolution of renaissance over empire, overlaying the
Empire's plate with mud." Steve began to laugh. "We've done it once," he said,
"and Tolkien seems to be saying that we can do it again. One way or another
the evil that comes out of today's black tower must be destroyed. Its logistical
means must be shut down. This means shutting down the means for war,
disabling nuclear weapons, shredding the missiles and aircraft that are designed
to deliver them, and so forth. The consequences of not acting in this fashion
come with a high cost."

  Steve, Tolkien lived though World War II," I interjected. "No one was
not impacted by this war. Isn't he saying with his ring saga that this horror must
never be repeated. It seems to me that Tolkien's battle at Helm's Deep
represents World War II?"

  Steve just laughed. "No, Pete. The battle at Helm's Deep represents in
metaphor the great battle that is still in progress that has not yet been won,
and that no one is yet inclined to fight. Saruman's beast-men army does not
represent the soldiers of historic battles, Peter, like those of World War II. In
World War II we had over fifty million men fighting each other, and not just
then thousand. Just imagine, Peter, fifty million people standing in battle,
fighting for years, not just for a few days. Tolkien's battle at Helms Deep
appears minuscule compared to that. However, if you look at the battle in the
metaphoric sense the scene suddenly changes. It now represents a clash of
forces that is vastly bigger than anything we've seen in any war in history. It
represents World War III. In this coming war there might not be any soldiers
in battle. We can murder vastly more human beings with nuclear weapons in
a single attack, than were murdered in all the wars in history combined, and
we can do it in minutes. We don't need soldiers for that. In this sense, Peter,
Saruman's army of beast-men represents not soldiers, but the killing machines
of the synarchists who attack without mercy and are armed with nuclear
bombs. The ten thousand Uruk-hai in the ring saga represent the modern stage
of war, a war powered by tens of thousands of nuclear bombs arrayed against
mankind by the modern Sarumans, the synarchists. They are already besieging
humanity with their nuclear terror, as the doctrine of Mutually Assured Destruc-
tion illustrates. And those nuclear armies are getting larger, Peter. Tolkien
imagined 10,000 nuclear bombs arrayed against mankind. Now we have 65,000,
and the biggest of them ever built is 10,000 as strong as the Hiroshima bomb
was. As I said, the consequences of the wars change, and so does the intent
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to cause injury and death."

  "The modern code name is, Daisy Cutter," I interjected. "I heard them
referred to as our Daisy Cutters. That shows our intent."

  "The tragedy of the intent may not be of any concern to the beast-
men," said Ross, "but it is of great concern to humanity that cannot possibly
survive the consequences of the 'Daisy Cutters.'"

  "Tolkien doesn't use such a term. Also in Tolkien's world Saruman's
empire becomes destroyed," I pointed out to Steve. "Except this reversal has
not yet happened in the real world and may never happen."

  "Oh it will happen, Peter. After every war there is peace. But will this
peace become a peace without a human voice? Our answer to this question
should define our response to Palmerston. Saruman is symbolic," said Steve.
"Our part in this saga has barely begun. For as long as Sauron, meaning fascism
and greed, remain in power, symbolized by the master ring, the swastika of
fascism will rule and more and more once noble men and institutions will
become corrupted and be recruited into Palmerston's empire, known as the
Fondi Empire. And so the pigsty under the name Sauron, the sau, the mother
of pigs, continues to remain productive. That means that Tolkien has still one
more battle to fight after destroying Saruman's empire, because it is evidently
not enough to defeat one empire without also defeating what had caused it in
the first place. Palmerston's empire is but a symptom of the disease, not the
disease itself. Tolkien apparently knew that he also has to destroy the ghost
of Sauron, fascism and greed, promoted by Aristotle and his lot. Indeed, that
is what the whole saga is ultimately all about, from beginning to end. We are
told that the master ring of corruption that represents Sauron, cannot be
destroyed by any craft known, but must be taken back from whence it came,
to its mother. Tolkien assigned this task to the 'smallest' human beings on Earth
- not the smallest in thinking, but the smallest in physical power. He may have
felt that the so-called ring of power, which is really but a ring of corruption,
has to be destroyed by humanity itself, by the greatest real power that exists
in the universe, the power of universal love. Tolkien assigns the role of
representing humanity to a hobbit, to Frodo, one of the little people who are
contend to live their daily life in the comforts of the world of their own
creating."

  "I'm quite aware of this," I interrupted Steve. "The little hobbits would
rather swing a jug of ale and light a pipe than swing a sword. Still they take
up the responsibility for the common defense of all that is good and beautiful
in the world."

  "And so should we," said Steve, "and do it vigorously." He explained
that in this sense, Tolkien's hobbits represent the nature of humanity, a
community of people supporting one-another universally for a better life for
all. "They move on the platform of the Principle of Universal Love," said
Steve. "Tolkien has their idyllic living interrupted by a task so great that anyone
else would fail. The 'hobbits' alone would shoulder that burden, powered by
the riches of their humanity. Maybe the term 'hobbits' represents in metaphor
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our universal humanity, a kind of 'homo-universalis.' The hobbits take on the
task that it must be fulfilled or else all life becomes lost. The task turns a
humble people into humble heroes who are able to bear the corrupting burden
to its final doom, without becoming corrupted themselves."

  I interrupted Steve again. "I think the key to the hobbits' success lies
not in their final victory, but in their daily victory along the way as they face
the perilous world virtually alone, as indeed every human being is alone when
facing the never ending lies of corrupting ideologies of empires.

  "I think the final destruction of the ring in the fires of Mt. Doom is also
symbolic," I said to Steve. "The destruction of the ring appears to be symbolic
of winning the battle against the force of corruption in the mind of the bearers
along the way, and in the mind of the protectors of the bearers. The process
of winning this battle appears to have gone on daily and hourly throughout the
entire time during which the saga of the ring unfolds. The long and perilous
journey to the chasms of Mt. Doom appears to have been necessary for the
ring-bearer's self-development to come to fruition."

  Steve nodded again. "The ring bearer his protectors, representing the
dwarfs, elves, kings, princes, and all the noble wizards and friends, and what
they stand for, were assigned by Tolkien a long and seemingly impossible
journey," said Steve. He spoke thoughtfully. "They were assigned a journey
beset by great dangers and trials. Anything less than this demanding journey
through great trials might not have been sufficient to cause their individual self-
development to the point that was required. In this sense their combined
difficult journey represents the journey of mankind itself - a difficult two-
million-year journey through twenty ice ages, a journey that forced us to
develop ourselves into what we became. Tolkien may well have realized that
mankind's final battle, to cast away corruption, has been avoided by the whole
of humanity for at least three thousand years if not longer, and that this final
battle isn't easily won, though it can and must be won. It's almost like Tolkien
looked at humanity and its wars, and shook his head and said oops, we
screwed up, lets step back to the stage where we were when we came out
of the last Ice Age and do this again. I think that is where the hobbits come
in, the uncorrupted that can save humanity, the giants in the land of universal
love that we must learn from."

  Here Steve paused. "Did you realize that the entire ring saga might
have been written to explore the essential aspects of the Principle of Univer-
sal Love and its expression in Love-Based Economics?" said Steve.

  "The way I read it," I said, "Tolkien's whole project was designed to
put on record the processes of Love-Based Economics on which the survival
of civilization depends, as opposed to Greed-Based Fascism and its vertical
forces that destroy humanity and civilization."

  "That's the key issue," said Steve. "Love-Based Economics is the issue.
It is deeply imbedded in the principle that has illumined mankind throughout
all ages. That takes us back to Homer, Pythagoras, and Solon, and maybe even
further back to Hammurabi and beyond, to the very dawn of civilization. Only
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in our modern world, where we put ourselves on the imperial fast track to hell,
is the Principle of Universal Love totally shunned. In this respect the fondi
have overlaid the humanity of mankind with its imperial plate. That is why the
ancient issue of Love-Based Economics has become of critical importance for
us as our only remaining hope to reestablish a human world. We need a
complete sea change. Nothing less will do. Actually we need even more. We
need a fundamental tectonic change to off-load the imperial plate that is
arrogantly strangling mankind. All the human tectonic layers, whether they are
politically, ideologically, religiously, or socially defined, need to be upgraded
to reflect the Principle of Universal Love made manifest in Love-Based
Economics."

  Steve suggested that Tolkien might have been aware of the fact that if
we fail to accomplish this tectonic change that brings the Principle of Universal
Love back to the surface on its lateral model for human relationships that
buries the vertical model, the human journey may come to an end. That's what
is symbolized by the burial of the ring of corruption - the burial of the vertical
model, the imperial model of top down control, in the all-consuming fires of
Mt. Doom.

  "Since the dawn of the atomic bomb we have gained the capacity to
end the human journey," I said to Steve quietly. "Palmerston's Fondi Empire
intends to hasten this end and control it, rather than prevent it. We have been
extremely lucky for the last fifty years, considering how comfortable we have
become living with those 65,000 nuclear bombs hanging over our head. They
are held in place by the vertical strings of the empire that are fast wearing thin.
We have locked ourselves into a box beneath that threat, which keeps us there
and virtually assures our extinction; and we've thrown the key away. This key
has got to be Love-Based Economics on a global scale, based on the Principle
of Universal Love."

  "Nothing short of a complete tectonic-change is required, and it can
only result from implementing the natural universal principles that civilization
is founded on," said Steve. "How else can we get rid of the imperial plate that
overlaid our humanity with its vertical control, its indoctrination, its looting, and
its constant wars, and get back to the lateral world, the love-based world?"

  Steve suggested that when the ring is finally returned to the fires from
whence it came, which is symbolic to saying good bye to Palmerston and the
Fondi Empire, the outcome of the Peloponnesian War would at last be
overturned, and so would be everything that came from it. "This war had
caused the first huge tectonic change in thinking deep below the surface in the
ancient world, in the direction towards the fondi. It had overlaid the old Greek
classical culture that had been built up by Homer, Pythagoras, Solon, and
others. Plato and Socrates had emerged from out of the cultural ashes of that
war with a determination to reclaim and rebuild the lost civilization. Except,
out of those same ashes also arose Aristotle. With this 'the ring' was born. And
so, the eye of Sauron, the eye of the ring's power, still hangs over the lives
of humanity," Steve cautioned me. "That eye, as Tolkien described it, is a Ring
of Fire surrounding an empty center. The center is black. It is devoid of any
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real substance. That's Aristotle. Aristotle isn't fascism or greed. He merely
lend his name to it, to the mother of a long line of empty philosophies that
drag the image of mankind into the sewer. Palmerston's fondi are but the latest
brood of them."

  Steve sighed. "It must be our chosen task therefore, together with
everything else that we must do, to make this 'ring,' which combines all the
corrupting evils that were ever developed throughout history, irrelevant in the
world in which we live. They all boil down to various types of fascism and
greed. If we fail in the necessary task to cast these evils into the fire, we will
all be destroyed in the fires of Mt. Doom, the fires of poverty, perpetual war,
nuclear terror, and nuclear war. The final stage of evil in the form of nuclear
terror had already been a threat for close to a decade by the time Tolkien
completed the Lord of the Rings. It appears that he would sooner doom the
ring however, the fascism and greed that is but fire and emptiness, than doom
all of humanity. Still, it appears that Tolkien isn't certain of the eventual
outcome. He keeps both options open to the very last moment, and even then
the scale isn't tipped by a victory of sanity but by an accidental slipup."

  "History has so far proven him right," I interrupted Steve. "Mankind
continues insanely to 'nurture' its vast nuclear arsenal, singing 'my precious,'
while the rule of fascism and greed is becoming evermore prominent in the
arrogance of its claiming power."

  "That's why the ring saga ends the way it does," said Steve. "Tolkien
laid before us critical choices, but we are not listening. The battle of the
Helm's Deep is still in progress. We are still boxed in into the 'fortress' of
Mutually Assured Destruction, besieged by tens of thousands of nuclear bombs.
Sauron, the ravishing ghost of fascism and greed is still on the throne. The
Sarumans that rule society in his name still put people to sleep, even while
their house is on fire. A few sublime people have dared to intervene to
awaken the sleeping society, people like Lyndon LaRouche, but he too has
been put out of the way, together with his SDI proposal for the universal
defense of mankind. The doctrine of Mutually Assured Destruction that the
world has been lured into is a vertically imposed nuclear weapons trap that
society cannot survive in it for the long run. LaRouche offered a way out by
suggesting that society build for itself a strategic defense that protects all
nations. He suggested a lateral system for defense, both in physical form to
protect the whole of humanity, and in the form of a lateral unity in society by
cooperatively developing and building the global system. The Saruman that still
rule, the Palmerston's fondi, said nay. Then LaRouche offered another way out
by suggesting that society commit itself to the economic development of the
whole of mankind. That was a plea for Love-Based Economics. And again, the
Saruman crowd said nay. So, society remains boxed in under the thumb of
fascism and greed, awaiting its certain doom. But I ask you, Peter, is this the
kind of world that mothers and fathers desire for their children, or the young
people of today for themselves as a future, the kind of future in which they
have no hope? That is where we are today, Peter. That's mankind's present
situation. An explosive awakening should be on the agenda. The required
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tectonic movement should be happening all across the world right now to bury
the imperial plate of fascism and greed, which isn't a continental plate really,
but is merely a tiny ring, a circumference without a center. Palmerston was
lying. The imperial tectonic plate doesn't exist except in the land of his
dreams. Tolkien's saga is more profoundly reflecting the truth. His ring is but
a symbol that should be cast into the volcanic fires that erupt from the real
tectonic action that overlay ignorance with the ever brighter faces of human-
ity."

  Steve suggested that the day of society's certain doom might come if
society doesn't devote itself to continue its historic the tectonic movement,
to overlay ignorance with the growing brightness that is native to our humanity.
"Our boxed in condition is not a physical prison imposed by the universe, but
is nothing more than a self-impose mental blockage that leads to doom, which
must be broken. Love-Based Economics must be put back onto the table even
if Palmerston's synarchists won't be happy and will attempt to prevent it. They
must be overruled, like Grima Wormtongue is overruled in Tolkien's saga.
Palmerston's synarchists have surrounded us across the world, besieged us in
every nation, and infiltrated us in every institution."

  "Their reach extends especially deep in the United States," I added.
"They've put our society to sleep with open eyes. The evidence is plain. The
destruction of society has already reached dangerous levels, down to its very
roots. The beast-men have been unleashed to destroy our industries, our
places of work, our means for production that once met our needs. They have
begun to destroy our transportation infrastructures. They have begun to destroy
our energy infrastructures, and our farming as well. And they have begun to
destroy our health care system, our social security system, our education
system, and most of all our financial system. Even our reputation as a moral
and cultured nation has been destroyed. Their destruction isn't complete yet,
Steve, but as Palmerston pointed out with glee, it soon will be complete, and
when it is, there will be nothing left of our civilization and of society itself as
human beings. The whole world is doomed thereby. Then our nuclear weapons
will be dragged out to finish us off, and mankind alongside of us."

  Here I began to laugh. "The Palmerston fondi are following Tolkien's
script quite closely. They have managed to get society to box itself in into
Helm's Deep. And they've 'trained' society to say nay to whoever would
suggest that it should get itself out of its boxed-in condition. I told Palmerston
that we would rescue them all, but he just laughed and called us amateurs."

  Steve began to laugh too. "People are so blind," he said, "and so is he.
The battle of Helms Deep is not an ancient war, nor does it represent World
War II that was still raging when the writing of the ring saga was begun.
Tolkien's Helms Deep represents today's battle. It represents our war, the as
yet unfinished war. Yes, we are amateurs. Mankind has never faced such an
immense challenge before. Tolkien was an amateur too in that respect. In the
ring saga Tolkien puts up a force of ten thousand Uruk-hai beasts created by
the corrupted wizard Saruman. He puts the Uruk-hai into a huge battle to
besiege the fortress of Helms Deep, the refuge of humanity, and to destroy

Part 2 - Lord of the Rings



27

it. It appears that he is taking Palmerston at his word. Tolkien may have been
subjected to a similar indoctrination sessions by the fondi, of the type that you
have experienced, Peter. He may have answered them in the same fashion.
The battle of Helms Deep may represent his battle and our battle, for gaining
freedom from being besieging fondi. The Helms Deep battle certainly doesn't
represent World War II. As we all know in World War II fifty million men
fought each other in a battle that lasted for years, not days, and was fought
on a continental scale. The Helms Deep battle in the saga doesn't come even
close to represent that. But it does represent our battle. I can also assure you
that we will break ourselves and mankind out of this trap just as Tolkien has
scripted the future, because we are not amateurs, as Palmerston would want
us to regard ourselves. We are geniuses with a limitless scientific potential."

  "That's something that Palmerston doesn't know anything about," I said
to Steve in agreement.

  Ross evidently overheard us. Ross was sitting in the seat in front of us.
His head popped up. He addressed Steve, shaking his head. "That is where you
are wrong," he said to Steve. "World War II was puny in comparison with what
we face today. The ten thousand Uruk-hai in the saga that besiege Helms Deep
represent not soldiers, but today's force of ten thousand hydrogen bombs. This
awesome force was already on the horizon when the ring-saga was written. The
ten thousand Uruk-hai also represent another dimension of this force that is
presently besieging humanity. The factor, ten thousand, also seems to represent
the scale of the threat, the size of the bombs. Each Uruk-hai represents the
awesome power of the hydrogen bomb that carries a theoretical maximum of
up to ten thousand Hiroshima type bombs. This gives us the factor of ten
thousand squared. But we also live in a world of immensely far-reaching
economic, cultural, and scientific destruction that is already claiming upwards
to 30,000 lives each day. That's ten million a year and growing, with no end
in sight. We are besieged today by this gross inhumanity that threatens to
destroy civilization and us all. All of this was already on the horizon when the
ring saga was written, and it's unfolding now. It certainly makes World War II
look puny by comparison. Saruman's army represents a hundred million
Hiroshimas, standing against the background of hundreds of millions of silent
casualties. That's today's world. Against this background Saruman's command to
his forces. This background gives a new meaning to his battle cry against the
world of men; 'Kill them all!' That what Saruman had commanded; 'leave none
alive!' Palmerston is saying nearly the same thing on his tape, isn't he? No one
had the resources during World War II to carry out such a command, but the
resources exist today. Not even Hitler had those kinds of resources that the
fondi's Illuminati now have them at their fingertips. Today, Tolkien's ocrs, the
well-financed terrorist bands are everywhere. Soon we'll see the Davy-Crockett-
type mini-nukes popping up everywhere, with the punch of fifty tones of
dynamite unleashed from a coke bottle, enough to take down any size building,
any size bridge, and any stadium-sized gathering. We are entering an era that
is making World War II appear like paradise. The battle of Helms Deep is still
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in progress, Steve, and we are on the loosing end." Ross stopped and sighed."

  "How far we are to the end of the battle cannot be determined," said
Steve, then laughed at Ross. "The end is certain, my friend," he said. "The end
is as certain as the return of the Ice Age is, because the present interglacial
period ends. We are already in the boundary zone. For two million years the
Earth has been gripped by a major ice age that gets interrupted every hundred
thousand years with a ten-thousand-year warm spell. If that reality drifts into
people's thinking a new era will begin to dawn. Palmerston's Illuminati will
become exposed by their soon to be recognized self-evident lies. While they
have been able to put mankind asleep mentally with the clutter of their lies,
that are impotent to halt the dynamics of the cycles inside the sun and its
interaction with universe that determine the climate on earth. The present
warm period will end according to the dynamics of these processes no matter
what Palmerston's Illuminati crow about to the contrary. These huge long-term
cycles have gone on for two million years already, and there is nothing that
anyone can do to stop them. No one can change the principles that govern the
cycles of the sun and the universe, or hold back their effects. We can only
bring our world into conformity with them by which we can continue to live
and maintain a rich civilization. Of course we don't know when the recognition
will dawn that this is our only option to survive, just as we don't know the
exact moment in advance when the last wall of our precious Helms-Deep-
fortress might come down that lays the scene open to mankind's final war that
will end the world of men in minutes. In Tolkien's saga Gandalf didn't
intervene at Helms Deep until literally the last moment. If he hadn't, the
remaining battle would have been over in minutes. Saruman would have won.
The world of men would have ended. Tolkien leaves the fate of mankind
hanging on a fine thread, and then gives us the victory with a profound new
dawn. The glowing spark that opens the horizon to an Ice Age Renaissance may
give us this breakout from an otherwise hopeless situation."

  Ross agreed that Steve was probably right.

  Steve turned to me and smiled. "Does this New Hope take the sting
out of your ordeal with Palmerston last night?" he said moments later. "I am
saying that while we can't change the universe, we do have the resources
within us to get us out of the mess that we have created on earth. Sure, we've
messed up royally, Peter. We've boxed ourselves in into a prison that literally
assures our doom. But stepping away from Palmerston opens up the brightness
of a potential new day."

  "Don't take our victory for granted," Ross cautioned Steve. "There is
nothing certain in this contest of gargantuan forces, except one element. The
only certainty in the entire scene is that we won't have a victory if don't fight
for it. If we say, yes, to Palmerston, the world is lost."

  Here I began to laugh. "After Palmerston ran away without a handshake
he had second thoughts about his position and came back. I told Palmerston
that his empire is a paper tiger."

  "You pinned the eye of Saurian on him," said Steve, "that is a ring of
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fire with an empty center."

  "You told him to go back to his sewer and bother you no more," said
Ross. "You told him that he lives in a world of fading dreams. Tolkien couldn't
have handled him any better."

  "I made his empire look so small that there wasn't enough left for a
handshake over it," I interjected. "Can this be classified as fighting?"

  "No, it doesn't count for anything," said Ushi, who had been listening
to music until Ross got into the act. "It doesn't count, because you were
fighting against something, instead of for something. If the fondi are a paper
tiger, why would you fight them? Your fight has to begin with yourself to uplift
yourself to be at peace in the presence of the paper tiger. Then you stand on
the platform of truth and fight for your humanity and all humanity, including his
humanity. That's what it means to step out of the box. In Tolkien's tale all the
great battles that were fought were defensive battles fought furiously against
the forces of evil to hold them back. While these battles had to be fought,
they didn't bring victory. The victory in the saga was won by the two people
that weren't fighting AGAINST something. The victory was won by Frodo and
his friend who were fighting FOR humanity and for all the good and beautiful
in the world. By this victory all the huge battles, which had been secondary
battles, simply ended. World War I and World War II had been such second-
ary battles, as is the Cold War. Nothing has been won by them. Nor will these
battles end until the fight is redirected from mankind struggling against evil to
society fighting for its humanity, to uplift it, and to envelop it with love and
the love for all that is good and beautiful in the world."

  Steve nodded and smiled. "I know that we have the capacity to do
this," said Steve. "Our piggy bank of love coins can serve us as a training tool
to develop this capacity. We must utilize it as a learning tool. Ideally it would
always be empty. The coins we put in, we should spend immediately to enrich
the world. If we don't utilize this tool as a resource we will end up like the
ancient Romans that created themselves an impasse when they chose to
become an empire. They never got out of their rut by which they were
doomed. They never spent a penny out of the piggy bank, provided they had
one. The piggy bank, which I am proposing, could have saved them. It had
been offered to then several times, and each time they smashed it. Let's be
more generous with ourselves, Peter," said Steve and laughed.

  "So, what should we call our piggybank then?" I asked minutes later as
our real world seemed to merge in my mind with Tolkien's world. "Do you
mean it to be a training tool to make us all more hobbit-like?"

  "Call it anything you like," said Steve and laughed, "but get it started,
and get it started big. Nothing else is evidently even remotely important,
compared to that. Every single recognition of the value of our universal
humanity that comes alive in your experience forges a coin for that bank. The
more profound that recognition is and the grander the love, the higher will be
the principle that comes to light and the closer will our perceptions and
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actions correspond with the truth. Thus, the more golden our 'coins' become
that we forge and put into our piggy bank day by day."

  "It's all symbolic, of course," I interjected, "just as Tolkien's tale is
highly symbolic in every aspect."

  "Right Peter," said Steve. "But as a symbol our piggy bank is absolutely
essential, is it not? There is a lot of humanist character-development going on
in Tolkien's saga. We too, need this development. We need it badly Peter, and
we need it in real terms and on a universal scale. Universal love can power
this development and draw our humanity to the foreground as in the case of
the hobbits. Tolkien's hobbits represent society as it is in its native design
where the Principle of Universal Love is established. That's the decisive
factor."

  "It leaves a big hole when it is missed," I pointed out to Steve.

  Steve nodded and sighed. "Yes Peter, Tolkien warns us about that. He
warns us about all the black coins that the Fondi Empire distributes, represent-
ing the currency of its Illuminati. Each type of Palmerston black coins is
represented in Tolkien's saga. The Cashi coins that are minted by their private
central bankers and in the name of Adam Smith's fascism of greed are
represented in the saga by the Gollum. The coins of the Terrorist Illuminati,
minted by the Nazi synarchists goulish beasts, are represented by the Nazguls
as the name implies, that ride on wings, that hold society in its claws,
mesmerized. Other black coins are minted by the religious Fundamentalist
Illuminati that Palmerston calls his gentle giants. They are presented in the saga
by all those who were once men, but are no longer, like Denethor and all the
ghostly creatures in the world of shadows. Even the coins of the Environmental
Illuminati are represented in the saga, minted by those under whose rule that
land of Mordor comes to light as an utterly barren land where no a blade of
grass grows and food and water are not in the landscape. In contrast the green
lands are found in the hobbits' world, far from the imperial realm. There life
is rich and food is grown in abundance. Tolkien forces society to take note of
the fondi's black coins, and to hold them in contrast with the golden coins by
which we discover in love our humanity and its great value."

  Steve paused and took a zip of the orange juice that was provided for
free on the airplane on a self-help basis. "Yes, Peter, we have to become
more hobbit-like," Steve continued. "Frodo's love was rich in golden coins on
the universal scale. We are not up this level yet. Right now our coins are rather
tinny and hollow in that respect. Somebody said to me once that we cry all
over the world, 'God bless America,' and the British cry, 'God Save the
Queen,' or 'God save the Empire.' And the Germans cry, 'Germany, Germany,
above everything!' That's the sentiment that all the anthems in the world
proclaim. That has got to stop, Peter! No one even whispers today, 'God bless
humanity.' No one even thinks in terms of protecting mankind, much less
developing and enriching one another on the universal scale with the substance
of our humanity. There are no gold coins forged as yet, at least not many. Is
there anyone in the world who proclaims that the principle of common
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defense, which we have in the Preamble of our Constitution, is really a
universal principle that applies to the whole of humanity, individually and
collectively? Who recognizes that? Who is absolutely committed to that in an
utterly sublime manner? Not many, I'm sure. When we see a new Hitler rise
to the helm in America, or Germany, or anywhere, that rising should trigger
immediate defensive responses on a universal scale because the rise of the
beastmen should be considered an attack on humanity. It is so seen in Frodo's
environment where it causes an immediate response in defense of all human-
ity. But do we see this happening, Peter? Nothing is happening. Society says nay
to its self-defense, if it says anything at all. And so its road to victory is
blocked. That's where we're at, Peter."

  Steve took a deep breath. "It is the business of China, Peter, to
provide for the common defense against the agents of the Fondi Empire, as
well as the business of India and Norway, and every single nation on the
planet," Steve continued and sighed. The sigh was obviously caused by frustra-
tion. "We shouldn't let ourselves become discouraged, though, "he continued.
"There should be no cause for discouragement when the solution is so simple.
This whole problem wouldn't be a problem if the people of the world could
draw from their piggybank of human values in rich measure. But we are not
there yet, Peter. The principle of the common defense is not even on the
agenda right now, because society is bankrupt. Still, it can be made the agenda.
Society can set up for itself a piggy bank for its love coins. Sauron's ring of
beast-men values has clogged up almost the entire human system and put us
in a rut, but we can work ourselves out of that rut if we utilize the resources
that we have as human beings. Sauron's ring isn't a ring of power, Peter. As I
said, it is a ring of impotence, caused by the corruption of lies. Everyone of
the beast-men philosophers that the ring combines, from Aristotle to Nietzsche
and beyond, are philosophers of human impotence, and they all employ the
process of inducing corruption with lies, centered on impotence. Tolkien
evidently knew this. He is telling us that this Sauron threat is the greatest threat
that humanity is facing, because it puts us asleep as human beings. That's where
Palmerston's power is rooted. Tolkien had no choice but to outline a universal
defense against this threat. And this is what he did. When his leader of the
men of Rohan became ensnared with Sauron's deadly impotence, Tolkien sent
the wisest of the wise, the most sublime consciousness, the white wizard
Gandalf, to awake him from his dream. And later, when his same leader of the
people of men became ensnared again by his lingering sense of impotence, he
became ensnared with the fear of impotence again. He led his entire kingdom
into the trap of the fortress of Helms Deep that would subsequently become
besieged by the beast-men. Tolkien had to bring in the combined forces of the
whole of humanity to crush the beast-men's siege and invasion of the fortress,
poised in its final reach for the throat of mankind. So let's not belittle
Palmerston's power built on the corruption of humanity. Tolkien gave himself
no choice at this stage in the saga, but to decisively deal with the destruction
of the ring that Saruman and his forces represented. Tolkien illustrates that only
a decisive awakening of humanity can save the day at this stage. Nothing less
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would have been sufficient, or is so now. That is where're are at. We're stuck
in our own Helms Deep, facing a hundred million Hiroshimas. In the saga
Tolkien marshaled the widest range of good that humanity represents, from
dwarf to king, from wizard to the elf, to protect the world of men and thereby
the bearer of the ring, which is humanity itself on its epic journey to invalidate
the ring that represents our impasse. Thus, Tolkien brings the strength of the
whole of humanity, collectively as one, brought together laterally from across
the world, into the battle at Helms Deep to save the day."

  Steve suggested that Frodo the hobbit represents individually the wide
sea of humanity as a model for a humanity of human beings. "He represents
society," said Steve. "He represents all of us. He challenges us all to be
sublime, as did Franklin Roosevelt, as does Lyndon LaRouche who has become
a long-standing 'American institution' in this fight to advance the development
of mankind economically, scientifically, culturally, and socially."

  "Frodo's fight was positive. He was fighting FOR something, not AGAINST
something," Ushi repeated. "He wasn't fighting against a corrupting force, even
a paper tiger, but was fighting FOR his humanity, and our humanity, and its
power to be from corruption, and to lift itself above it and thereby disable
the corruption in the flow of it. That's something that only a human being can
do."

  "This appears to be not quite enough," Steve replied. "Tolkien takes the
process one step further and introduces the principle which is absolutely
essential if the ring of fascism and greed is ever to be invalidated. He takes
it to a higher level, to the level of the sublime, to the level of the Principle
of Universal Love. Jeanne d'Arc illustrated what is sublime. She would sooner
die by being burnt alive at the stake than denounce the Principle of Universal
Love that has become her life."

  "That takes her one step beyond the principle of the common defense
of humanity and the common good," said Ushii. "The common defense is
necessary for mankind to deal with the consequences of its collective failure
in eradicating the ring of fascism and greed. Those consequences will always
be with us for as long as the ring of fascism and greed exists in the world.
There will always be another war and another greater calamity until the
underlying failure is overcome. Mankind will remain trapped into its submission
to imperial, vertical power for as long as the sophistry of fascism and greed
holds society spellbound. But Jeanne d'Arc was aiming for a higher level
defense. She cut through this crap of responding in endless submission or mere
defense. She took steps to change the world with her sublimity that came to
light as a new kind of power, the lateral power that elevates human beings to
a higher sense of humanity, giving one power over oneself to shed the
garments of apathy, impotence, fear, and self-denial. She took away society's
'black' garments, the garment's of Sauron's Nazguls, and replaced them with
the 'sun.' She honored the precious humanity of mankind by paving the way to
the founding of the first nation-state on the planet, mankind's first political
step away from imperial slavery.
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  "Tolkien required the same devotion to the sublime of us," Steve
continued, "and he required it as much from the noblest wizard as he did from
the smallest of humanity, represented by Frodo. And still, he demanded more.
Tolkien understood something that few people seem to want to understand
today, that we all live in this world together. If we don't built this world
together into a richly human place where we can live productively and securely
in support of one-another, we will all go to hell together, the hell that we let
unfold by default. Tolkien seems to have understood that fascism and greed
are not aspects of humanity that are substantial in themselves in their gory
brutality, but are nothing more than the resulting emptiness that one finds when
there is a void of humanity. Tolkien illustrates the void with his Nazgul
creatures, black-glad and without a face, which he said were once men but
were 'corrupted' by the ring and doomed to serve its purpose. Tolkien lived
in a time when great swarms of Nazgul extended their death across Europe in
the uniforms the black clad Nazi Ghouls."

  "The ring saga gives us an image of ourselves," said Ushi. "If gives us
an image in Frodo of how we would act as human beings should we choose
to do so, or how we would act if we would not choose so and live like empty
shells. Right now mankind is collectively empty, bankrupt, and on the fast train
to hell, since almost nobody gives a damn about humanity and is committed
to act like a human being. Isn't that also what Palmerston said, what he
boasted is giving him his power? He has every right to laugh at us when he said,
'and you want to change that?' His fondi empire didn't build the 65,000 nuclear
bombs that now stand arrayed against mankind. Mankind itself built them. His
empire merely placed the order. Tolkien demanded the opposite. He de-
manded absolute sublimity of his key representatives of mankind, but that's
easy to do if you write the script. Palmerston would have laughed at Frodo the
same way he had laughed at you, Peter."

  "Of course he would have to laugh," Ross interjected. "Only a gnawing
sense of impotence could have prevented Frodo from succeeding. That's why
Palmerston laughed at you, to inspire impotence. Tolkien wisely kept 'Frodo'
out of Palmerston's reach. He gave Frodo a task to do that was not of his
choosing, but was necessity for maintaining life. Without the voice of impo-
tence holding him back. Frodo complied. Tolkien plugged Frodo out of his
idyllic pastoral world with a task so dangerous that no assurances could be
given. Nevertheless he felt certain that Frodo was equal to the task. Frodo was
assured that there would be no survival for anyone if he failed. We are at this
stage today. We are building atomic bombs, while we should be building the
infrastructure for survival that will be our lifeline in the coming Ice Age.
Instead of massive building going on, we see massive looting, pillaging, enslav-
ing, and destroying, tearing one-another down. Society calls those who dare to
speak against that, dangerous crackpots, because war, poverty, and destruction
is the stuff that empires are built on, and society is trained to protect the
empires. Frodo the hobbit doesn't have the power to stand against that deep
reaching sophistry, nor is he drawn into battle with it. He only knows his
humanity and that it is sufficient to carry the ring to its doom. So he presses
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on, struggling silently and persistently and wins. Whether the global society can
live up to his sublime example remains yet to be seen. The potential exists,
but nothing is assured."

  "Tolkien demands total sublimity on a universal scale and warns that
our survival cannot be assured without it," said Steve. "The only tool that we
have to make this survival a reality is our piggy bank," added Steve addressing
me, "and nothing must go into it that isn't 'gold' and radiant in brilliance like
the 'sun' manifesting the Principle of Universal Love."

  "Right now we are miles away from the realization of this goal," I
commented quietly, as if in shame. Indeed, that's what Palmerston had
promised, a feeling of shame.

  "While Palmerston is impotent in real terms," I said moments later,
"he has his hands on the pulse of mankind. His empire owns mankind, but his
people are insane, and in their insanity they may yet destroy the world. The
Nazgul and their derivatives are all insane. Greed is insanity. Fascism is
insanity. The Nazgul stand ready to destroy mankind. The physical forces to do
this do exist. This means that we cannot stay asleep but must act in a sublime
manner as Frodo did act and take the responsibility that we all have, to
become human beings."

  "In comparison with this great challenge my piggy bank appears to be
rather empty," said Steve and laughed. "In fact, I don't even have a piggy bank
sitting on my bedroom dresser to remind me every night."

  "Don't lie to yourself," Ushi interrupted him. "Your piggy bank is rich
with golden coins of universal love. You are the world champion of the piggy
banks of love coins. You became the world champion the night when you
invited Peter into our home for dinner. We talked about love for hours that
night, forging coin after coin, and when it became obvious that a deep love was
unfolding between Pete and I, you didn't send Pete packing in a huff as any
husband would, but invited him to stay, to stay the whole the night. You gave
up your own bed to him and invited him to share the night with me, pending
my approval. You were pouring forth that night from your piggy bank in rich
stream. But that wasn't all. You told us in the morning that you ended up with
twice as many coins by the process of spending them so freely. That's the
geometry of universal love that you have discovered. That makes you the
world champion."

  "Oh, I discovered your love already before I invited Pete," said Steve
and grinned. "That's why I invited him. I could see the face of God shining in
both of you."

  "A sublime act isn't sublime because the sublime person often ends up
dead as did Jeanne d'Arc," said Ross. He was still poking his head over the
back of his seat in front of us. "The sublime is that which creates a richer
world out of the riches of a love that is wide and universal," he said. "Jeanne
d'Arc did such a thing. She set the stage for the first nation state in history,
built on the renaissance principles that stand in total defiance of all imperial
impositions. That, all by itself, doubled the prosperity of the entire nation
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under Louis XI."

  "Actually Jeanne d'Arc did much more than that," said Steve. "Sure she
rallied the flagging forces of Charles VII against the English occupiers in
France, in 1429. Yes she was personally leading the troops to break the siege
of Orléans, paving the way to have Charles VII officially crowned king. But that
was only the start. She was sold by traitors to the English, who burned her at
the stake for heresy and perjury, two years after her victory. But those flames
that took her life also fanned the fire of the great humanist unfolding that
became the Golden Renaissance. In the wake of Jeanne d'Arc the renowned
Christian humanist Cardinal Nicolaus of Cusa came onto the scene who played
a major role in the 1439 Council of Florence that unified the Eastern and
Western Churches and put the human being and truth above the institutions.
That's what essentially opened to door to the new era that became the
Renaissance. Cusa's collaborators were all part of the effort to ensure the
realization of the renaissance idea. Their work came to fruition in Louis XI's
reign. King Louis XI reigned in France for slightly over twenty years from 1461
on and put on record in this short period the modern form of the nation-state
principle. I think the new form of kingdom was called the commonwealth, in
which the nation's wealth is its productive capacity for the common benefit of
the whole of society. This renaissance platform next spread from France to
England. All within the same twenty year timeframe. Jeanne d'Arc played a key
role in this historic development of a sublime idea."

  "In her early Jeanne d'Arc got caught up in the simmering resistance
movement against the looting of society by the Aristocracy," said Ross. "The
reform movement was centered on the Brotherhood of the Common Life, a
kind of early general welfare idea. From this rebel background Jeanne d'Arc
was able to approach the Dauphin, Charles VII, and convince him to supply
her with the needed military forces to regain France's sovereignty and inde-
pendence."

  "Jeanne d'Arc didn't invent the resistance movement," said Steve.
"That movement had been slowly gathering strength for almost fifty years. Out
of it a quiet political and religious revolution had been unfolding in northern
Europe in an effort to rebuild the moral, physical, and spiritual well being of
the people of Europe against the memory of the Black Death. The Brotherhood
of the Common Life became a teaching order built on this general welfare
background and the scientific tradition of Plato. The Brotherhood of the
Common Life was committed to educating all people universally, regardless of
their wealth or status. The Brotherhood became a cultural resistance move-
ment that spread throughout Europe, opposing the looting of the oligarchs
whose survival was dependent on impoverishing the population that they
treated no better than the cows in the field. The teaching order was fighting
for humanity, rather than fighting an oppressor. It stressed the value of every
individual, setting the stage for the Principle of Universal Love as love reflect-
ing the face of God in every human face.

  "That, more or less, was the outcome of the process that Jeanne d'Arc
stood in the middle of and fought for," added Steve. The renaissance that
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unfolded from that in France and later in England might not have come about
without Jeanne d'Arc's crucial contribution."

  "That's why I would give her the title of world-champion of the piggy
bank of love coins," said Ross and laughed.

  "Tolkien's Jeanne d'Arc is Arwen, isn't she?" said Ushi. "Arwen has the
same effect, though in a different manner. Tolkien created Arwen to illustrate
a unique element of the sublime. Arwen is the daughter of the elves, an
immortal, but she chooses a mortal life for the love of a man that is destined
to be king, the man Aragorn, a wanderer in exile who has long given up
believing in the royalty of the human being. Aragorn searches for something,
not knowing what. Arwen however, sees in him what he can't see himself and
offers her love and support to bring the lost treasure to the foreground. She
falls in love with the royalty of his humanity that outshines the fading light of
the elven-folk's endless immortality in time. She finds in the royalty of
Aragorn's humanity a new and brighter immortality, which she fully embraces
at all cost. Her father might have reminded her that those costs are huge, giving
up immortality. But she might have said that the price is small for gaining a
higher sense of immortality that she can't find without paying the price. She
declares by her action that living in endless time is empty in itself without the
love that raises one to still higher ground, to the royalty of universal love, the
gold of our humanity. Storytellers suggest that she bestows to Aragorn a symbol
of her love, who over time discovers his royalty as a human being. In the end
both are united as king and queen of the new realm of Gondor, the New World
of men after Frodo's victory. It seems that Tolkien wanted to teach us
something about the nature of those love coins that are a part of us, and with
them help us find our sublimity."

  "But there is one other who is in love with Aragorn for his budding
royalty as a human being," said Steve. "Her name in the saga is Eowyn. She
carries the element of tragedy in the saga, because love coins cannot be taken
up without effort. They don't fall into ones lap in showers of emotions. One
needs to step beyond the emotions that often trap one into smallness and
impotence. Eowyn represents this tragedy of being boxed in by an impasse.
She is the daughter of the king of Rohan that had been boxed in by Saruman's
corruption into a long history of impotence. Her own greatest fear, as she said
herself, is to be caged in, but she fails to take the steps to win her freedom.
She proves herself as a great hero in battle, even against the Nazgul. But she
finds herself powerless to move with her love for Aragorn. In spite of her love
for him she remained caged in by the ancient myth of the privatization of love
that makes love an Olympic competition in which only one person can win.
Thus she stands forever isolated from Aragorn and never reaches up to the
royalty of the human being that he represents. She keeps herself small.
Eventually she becomes 'won' by another man as a 'trophy of his property' in
marriage, and pretends to be happy with that."

  "The element of tragedy in literature is designed to help us to step
beyond our smallness in the real world," said Ushi to me.
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  I nodded and smiled. "It's scary like hell not to be a tragic figure and
thus to touch the hem of the sublime. Sometimes one actually succeeds in
being honest with oneself and one-another about the beauty of our humanity.
That's what love is, isn't it? Sometimes one takes a stand for what is right and
beautiful even if the whole world doesn't agree. Love is a beautiful thing. One
needs to let it shine. Jeanne d'Arc did nothing more than that. She let the
royalty of our common humanity shine and inspire a whole lot of people to
reach for the same light. That changed the world."

  "We are doing this again, Peter," said Steve and laughed.

  "Indeed we are," I said to Steve. "That's precisely what I told
Palmerston. I invited him to forget the fondi and join us."

  "Jingle, jingle!" said Steve. "That's the sound of another love coin!
Maybe Palmerston will respond some day and join us, or help us. A person
doesn't have to remain a tragic figure forever."

  "If Palmerston is a dissident within the fondi, he should be asking for
our help, or be helping us," I said to Steve. "If he is as intelligent as he seems
to be, he should realize that the fondi are doomed. I tried to get him to
understand this. He talks about tectonic plates overlaying one another, but he
is not a part of the lateral process. His world is built on the vertical, fascist
model of top down control in which no one is free; in which everyone is a
tragic figure. Tolkien represents the vertical model symbolically as two black
towers; empty towers. One symbolizes Sauron, the ghost of fascism and greed.
The other symbolizes the trap of tragedy that people like Palmerston have
become trapped into, who have become so deeply married to this small
vertical world that they become unable to step away from it, but become
servants to it. In Frodo's world of the hobbits everyone lives laterally, side by
side, bound by a universal love for one-another. Palmerston may yet realize
that anyone who is foolish enough to cling to the vertical world of empire is
doomed. He may have already realized that an oligarch is a blind and insane
person who cannot see the inevitable doom of the vertical model. Their
towers of today may yield their gave stones for tomorrow. Palmerston might
be aware of his entrapment and might be hoping that somebody will show him
the way out, since nobody has a future in the vertical world. But hoping isn't
enough, is it? Eowyn can testify to that. He has to step up to higher ground
himself. Hope should be stricken from the vocabulary of mankind and be
replaced with scientific action. Jeanne d'Arc wasn't hoping. She acted as she
was moved by her humanity and changed the world. The bigger question is, do
we recognize this to be the truth? Do we act in response to our humanity in
spite of Palmerston's threats and intimidation, and his own cowardliness?"

  Steve laughed again. "Of course we act. However, I must also suggest
that you missed a vital point in your complaint. Hope isn't the only word that
should be stricken. Which is the other word, Pete, that should also be
stricken?"

  I shrugged my shoulders.

  "I give you a hint, Peter. We used this world a lot today. Is love a duty,
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a privilege, or is it something else?"

  "The word duty should be stricken in respect to love," I replied. "If I
were king for a day and had all the power in the world, I wouldn't be able
to solve the Middle East War. No one can impose that people love one
another as a duty."

  "But what about the word privilege, Pete? Is love really a privilege? On
the surface it seems that it is. We human beings have the capacity to develop
our humanity to incredible height. We can discover principles that no other
species is capable of recognizing. The Principle of Universal Love is one of
them, which we seem to have the privilege to apply. However, Peter, is this
still a true statement within the sphere of the lateral model where all mankind
shares the same universal humanity and a common universal human Soul,
where we are all human beings clothed with the brightness of our humanity as
it were a sun? Doesn't the concept of privilege fall away on this platform?
Whatever inspires love on this platform exists in the universal domain, just as
it exists within ourselves. On this platform universal love is no longer an option
that one can choose as a privilege, but happens naturally, like breathing the air
that surrounds us. It happens as a matter of principle that one simply cannot
get away from, rather than as a matter of privilege. Thus, the concept of
privilege no longer applies either in respect to love. Nor is it a matter of
privilege that we find the reality of our being in the lateral model where we
discover ourselves as all existing side by side. That unfolding seems inevitable.
The vertical model that has been imposed by the world's empires for thou-
sands of years, that is becoming discredited, reeks with concepts of privilege,
duty, and visions of hope that inspire nevertheless impotence."

  I nodded enthusiastically. "In this sense Tolkien has evidently asked us
to consider what our world would be like today if the equivalent of Sauron's
ring had been buried eons ago together with the one who had forged it. Since
in real history, Sauron is Aristotle, the imperial philosopher of the ancient
world, we may assume that the Roman Empire might never have existed then.
Then the corruption of the image of man might have been put into the grave
with all the dead soldiers of the Peloponnesian War. But Aristotle was probably
paid, and paid well, to dig up this stench that the sub-human philosophy of
sophistry emits from the original ghost of fascism and greed. Unfortunately,
with Aristotle's efforts the sophistry of Pericles was kept alive in Aristotle's
black tower symbolically named the theory of natural slavery. Those who lost
their humanity by the intimidation of the tower, who call themselves no longer
by the name, humanity, but by the name, aristocracy, now all pay homage to
that tower. But as Saruman did, they find no substance therein. That emptiness
drives them to insanity. When Frodo succeeds, the ancient train of tragedy
stops. If it had stopped at the end of the Peloponnesian War and be put to
rest then, many billions of people would not have perished. Mankind might
have stood on the moon in 800-AD with hydrogen fusion power a reality by
the year 1000, which we still don't have today. Because of this single failure
we are now facing a thousand year deficit in preparing the planet for the next
Ice Age."
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  "That is why Tolkien hits us over the head so hard with the name
Sauron, the sau, the mother of the pigs, the key failure that we must now make
up for and correct in a hurry," said Ushi. "If we do this, Tolkien's Arwen won't
be enigma for us and Eowyn won't be the tragic rule. We might then even
understand ourselves better. We would all be like Frodo or course, in deed and
in love, and there would be no ring anywhere and everything that is tied into
it, from nukes to looting to slavery and terror, would be dust blown away with
the wind. That's our challenge to get to. It's a challenge of love, and love is
beautiful, don't you agree?"
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Postscript for the novel

 Science fiction is often used as a tool to explore a possible future.
Science fiction can also be used to explore in metaphor certain fundamental
principles that are normally obscured by conventions and myths or for political
objectives. In addition, the writing of fiction can be interwoven with aspects
of the real world in such a manner that a number of fictional elements appear
real, while real elements appear fictional as this happens so often in life. All
of these elements have been utilized in this novel.

 In Chapter 1, Wreck Beach University, the point is explored that war
is fundamentally a human-relationships problem, rather than a technological
problem. Therefore it cannot be resolved as a technological issue. In fact, any
attempt to address technologically what is not a technological problem covers
up the real issue. This covering-up process is metaphorically countered in the
novel in a nudist beach story.

 In Chapter 2 and 3, Emergency Mission and Unity, a surreal sense of
social unity is brought to light that appears totally fictional, but represents
nevertheless some profound elements of truth. Some of these elements were
put on the table by America's spiritual pioneer of the 19th and 20th Century,
Mary Baker Eddy with her discovery of the divine Principle of scientific mental
healing.

 In Chapter 4, The Incompetence of the King, the focus is put on the
question of democracy, but not in the way that democracy is commonly
understood. It comes to light as something far greater than a process of
counting votes and running an elected government. It is understood as a
process of taking responsibility in an active manner by society itself, for itself.
The end-result is that society IS the real king and needs to regard itself in that
manner, and the elected President or leader must therefore be regarded as a
servant in office by design. This essential concept of democracy appears to
have become rather fictional in our time. But why should it be that?

 In Chapter 5 and 6, Our Seashore Paradise and Shadow in the Night,
a nuclear cruise missile is launched against the USA. The story is complete
fiction of course. In the story the nation is ultimately saved by the effort of
two 'little' people who took responsibility to protect the nation. They stepped
across all the established barriers and did what was necessary in the moment
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of this crisis to save the country. Acts such as these appears rather fictional.
Society is no longer thinking in terms of taking responsibility for the general
welfare of itself as a nation, much less of humanity as a whole. People have
become too wrapped up in little issues and blind to the processes that its
existence depends on. When a crisis erupts they simply protest. But in a ten
minute nuclear war that convention breaks down. While the story and its
heroism is fictional, the danger isn't that mankind has created for itself by
refusing to take the responsibility to live profoundly as human beings.

 In Chapter 7, Unto the Top of the World, the question of strategic
defense is explored. In this case the focus is on America's (by now) long-
forgotten SDI program. The question is asked whether a missile defense
system is invariably a provocation, or whether it can actually save mankind if
it is developed cooperatively by all nations, thereby creating a platform for
unity and universal cooperative development? How often has a country's
leadership provoked its nation into war under the guise of defending it? That
never happens. That's fiction, right? No it isn't. And neither is it fiction that
America once had invited the world, especially the Soviet Union, to coopera-
tively develop a global Strategic Defense Initiative based on new physical
principles. The goal was to protect all mankind from the 65,000 nuclear bombs
it had created to eradicate one-another. It is also a historic fact that the
Soviets refused. Evidence exists that the Soviets even demanded that the
author of the strategic defense proposal be imprisoned, who was promptly
incarcerated for five years on contrived charges. His name is Lyndon H.
LaRouche Jr., America's most widely known and globally respected economist.
He had warned the Soviets that if they continued their own strategic defense
in isolation, the economic burden would burn out their economy in five years.
The Soviet Union collapsed in six years. Looking back today, this part of
history still looks like a saga of pure fiction, as do many associated elements
of this part of history.

 In Chapter 8, The Shockwave Effect, the recognition dawns that the
world is presently in a historic boundary zone moving towards momentous
changes in our world in which nearly all of the present standards are doomed
to become irrelevant unless measure are taken to actively redirect society's
path ahead. Some early shockwaves are already developing. This corresponds
with the rarely known phenomenon in fluid dynamics where the shockwave that
results from supersonic flight begins to develop already in the boundary zone
before the sound barrier is actually broken. This boundary zone phenomenon
may appear like science fiction, while it is quite real. On October 6, 1997, a
jet vehicle, the famous "ThrustSSC" was photographed by Richard Meredith-
Hardy at the Black Rock Dessert, Nevada, travelling at approximately Mach
0.95 with a powerful sonic shockwave effect being clearly visible. (See: http:/
/www.flymicro.com/photolib/) Eleven days later the vehicle did break the
sound barrier at 1223.657 kmph. (See: http://www.andrewgraves.biz/ssc_stuff/
SSC_pics.htm) The point is that a lot of phenomena already begin to be felt
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in the boundary zone in many respects, economically, politically, socially,
ideologically, and meterologically.

 In Chapter 9, Glass Sculptures, the focus is on what kind of world we
can create for ourselves when love becomes developed rather than rejected,
a process which determines our future. While some leaders dream to be
reborn as a deadly virus to eliminate 'overpopulation' and other people
proclaim that the human journey isn't anything special, the reality is that it has
the potential to be a light more sparkling than the stars. And after all, that's
all we've got. However, is the potential for its further development fictional,
or is it real though largely unrealized? Perhaps it depends on how we develop
the human journey from the root of its key element, the Principle of Universal
Love.

 In Chapter 10, The Venice Project, the cover story is about scrapping
America's SDI program, while the real story behind the scene is much more
far-reaching. An Ice Age Renaissance proposal for the strategic defense of all
mankind is presented as a platform for defending mankind against the poten-
tially devastating influence of the return of the next Ice Age. This larger
project is fictional, of course. Such a proposal has never been officially put
forward anywhere at any time. Actually the scientific background for such a
proposal in the story didn't exist in the mid-1980s, the timeframe of the story.
Consequently the actual timeline of the unfolding scientific awareness has
been ignored in order fit today's advanced perceptions into the story, so that
the story reflects the leading edge perception of our modern time. The names
of the scientists that are mentioned in the Ice Age related part of the story
are real.

 (See: 21st Century Science and Technology Magazine, Fall 2005, p.4 - see:
http://21stcenturysciencetech.com/Articles%202005/NoGlobalWarm.pdf - and
Winter 2003/4 p.52 - see: http://www.21stcenturysciencetech.com/Arti-
cles%202004/Winter2003-4/global_warming.pdf - Also note the statement writ-
ten for the US Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
March 2004 by Prof. Zbigniew Jaworowski Chairman, Scientific Council of
Central Laboratory for Radiological Protection Warsaw, Poland; see: http://
www.john-daly.com/zjiceco2.htm )

 In Chapter 11, Perfidious Albion, the nature of conspiracies is ex-
plored in a surreal fashion by drawing on the numerous conspiracy theories that
fill the 'airwaves' often without a shred of proof, which nevertheless fit the
pattern of the imperial conspiracies that came out the background of the old
Venetian Empire. The 'art' of deep-reaching multilevel conspiracies has been
the backbone of every empire ever since. Empires are built and held together
by conspiracies. What then separates reality and fiction in this world? I don't
think anybody really knows. In the story, the names are all fictional, and the
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dimension has been kept somewhat surreal. One common name, that of
Palmerston, was chosen for the main character, a name that also links back to
the early days of the British Empire, the largest empire of modern time. The
term, Perfidious Albion, however is not from the realm of fiction, and so is
the comparison of empires with tectonic plates. Both concepts were presented
to journalists in Germany in the 1990s around the time of the East Timor crisis.

 In Chapter 12 and 13, Lord of Darkness and Lord of the Rings, the true
meaning of weapons of mass destruction is explored against the background of
Tolkien's saga, The Lord of the Rings. Tolkien is a master in linguistics and
metaphors, exposing elements that hide the truth, like the truth that the atom
bomb was coveted as a terror weapon long before it became a reality and
remains a terror weapon to the present day. We had 65,000 such terror
weapons in the world in the mid 1980s, of which we have 20-40,000 left in
various forms, while new ones are still being built including new mini nukes that
are ideal for terrorist purposes. If it wasn't for the secret love affair by the
imperial world with terrorism, we would likely have disabled all of the nuclear
bombs by now, including the 'daisy cutters,' as the latest weapons of mass
destruction are called. From a physical standpoint it wouldn't take long to
create a nuclear-weapons-fee world. All the nukes in the world can be disabled
in a week if society decides to value its humanity. We know where they are
located, and the task to disable them isn't that difficult.

 The tern "Daisy Cutter" that is used in the story is actually the code
name of the modern fuel-air bomb, a conventional weapon of mass destruc-
tion. It vaporizes volatile fuel over a large area and then ignites it, causing a
hyper-pressure envelope that forces a person's lungs out through the mouth,
and in lesser cases suffocate the victims as it burns the oxygen out of the air.
The "Daisy Cutters" were reportedly used in Afghanistan against unwanted
terrorists. Notwithstanding this, terrorism is hailed in principle. It has been said
that "one man's terrorist is another man's freedom fighter." The statement
comes from London to answer why London had been the headquarters of over
30 international terrorist organizations during the Soviet era. Here reality and
fiction intermingle while the real world supercedes in horror what would be
acceptable as credible fiction. The danger finally becomes complete when our
love for our humanity, that should be profoundly real, falls itself into the realm
of fiction.

 In Chapter 14, Drilling Holes into Sophistry, we look at the fiction
of lies that have blacked history, that have dragged the world into the sewer
and endangered the future of humanity. We find the sphere of sophistry a
captivating 'prison,' often by our own consent and free will. Here too, fiction
and fact appear to be reversed as society becomes strangled in its box that
it finds no exit from, except through love, which it denies as an option. The
challenge becomes raised that society rebuilds its humanity by, for starters,
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eradicating homelessness and slum living with a million new houses provided
for free, whereby the whole of society would come out richer. While such a
project could be easily accomplished in the USA with the available financial,
technological, and material resources, society chooses to deny itself that
potential and remains being mired in inhumanity, contend in poverty and
smallness. In this area fact and fiction are revered in a surreal manner by
which the present world should be deemed fictional, because it denies the
actual dimension of our humanity.

 In Chapter 15, Clothed with the Sun, the focus is on the 'Royal Dance'
in acknowledging the native value of our humanity. The 'Royal Dance' is a
dance carried in metaphor by dancers in their native attire, being "clothed with
the sun" as seen by John in the biblical book of Revelation. Here, the surreal
element is the truth. But should it remain surreal?

 In Chapter 16, The Supreme Being, we find a contest being staged
between the unyielding rigidity of old religiosity (The Man of The Cloth), and
the irrationality of modern religious fundamentalism unfolding from imperial
cultural warfare. We find both standing in contrast with an awakening daring in
society to look at the naked reality of our humanity. The stage becomes in
metaphor a civil hearing for an application for a nudist beach project, but in
real terms it becomes an exploration of who we really are as human beings.

 In Chapter 17, Resurrecting Carmen, the focus is on the dimension of
the Principle of Universal Love. This principle has also been threaded through
all of the other chapters. In its final chapter the question is asked, how can
we rescue Carmen? Carmen is the woman of Spain, in George Bizet's opera
by the same name. She stands for universal freedom, but is killed by her lover
who wants to 'privatize' her love. The tragedy of Carmen stands in metaphor
for the tragedy of the American nation that established her freedom from
imperialism as a Federal Credit Society, but which surrendered that freedom
and with it her life-force as a nation at Christmastime in 1913. After a 138-year
imperial war America became indeed privatized. It's currency and credit
creation was placed into the hands of private imperial central banks operating
for profit instead of for the development and the welfare of the nation.
America had become an Imperial Monetarist Society. A dozen years after its
historic defeat, America, the once most powerful nation on the planet was
'dying.' With its stock market crashed and its economy collapsed, the greatest
depression in its history literally 'consumed' the nation. After a brief FDR
holiday between 1933 to 1945, America is sliding back once more into the
same condition.

 In order to rescue Carmen in both spheres, it seems to be necessary
to rewrite history. When seen from the standpoint of the Principle of Universal
Love, America lost World War I on the 23rd of December 1913, and lost it for
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the whole world. It lost the war against empire that it started on July 4th 1776
when it claimed its independence from the Britain emporium with generous
logistical, financial, and ideological support from many parts of the world.
America had started a world war against empire. It was fighting for a New
World for itself and for all people around the planet. But it lost the battle after
standing its ground for 138 years. By acknowledging this profound defeat as an
element of history, society may yet rouse itself to a higher perception of self-
worth than is presently prevailing. Thus it may yet rescue itself from the
looming tragedies of an already unfolding global economic collapse and from
the not too distant return of the Ice Age that nobody cares to acknowledge.

 The final question therefore is this: Does the Principle of Universal Love
really belong into the land of fiction, where it is barely located even now? Or
does it belong into the real world? Every thread of every calamity in the real
world seems to converge at its root at the denial of this principle. Perhaps this
may also be the reason why the Principle of Universal Love appears to be the
most difficult element of civilization to come to terms with. The German poet
Friedrich Schiller lamented a long time ago that the great moments in history
all too often found society a small people. That still holds true, tragically so.
Perhaps it is here where the breakout needs to begin, a breakout into winning
our humanity back instead of loosing it further and further. Let's forget there-
fore about aiming for Victory, and focus on winning. Who needs to be
victorious over another when we always loose along the way to victory? On the
path to recognizing the Principle of Universal Love the concept of victory will
surely fall by the wayside. It will be recognized some day that it is enough to
win the greatest price, which is our humanity and our love for one-another.
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